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Been there, done that; Kit DOJ, BIR blame each other 


warns against censorship for bungled smuggling 


By Leila B. Salaverria By Michael Lim Ubac 
TAKEITFROM SOMEONE | Р Ч М and Armand №. Nocum. 
whosbeenthereandhas Ef "ч AS EARLY AS 2003, THE REGISTRATION PAPERS 
done that. { of four dummy corporations belonging to suspect- 
Former Sen. Francisco 1 | ed top smuggler Samuel Lee had already been re- 
Tatad yesterday warned m voked by the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
President Macapaga-Ar- ВАТА МСЕР S, FEARLESS VIEWS | sion butthe Department ot Justice Thursday did 
royoagainstanintema- ро м шшш aiaa snes n SA sasabana] nothing to go after their tax liabilities. 
tional backlash following 
BEENTHERE/AS Saturday, March 11,2006 Tsections / Vol.21 / No.93 РІВ 


‘Restiveness may erupt’ 


Biazon warns, if crackdown continues; but AFP says no amnesty 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan, 


Т] Burgonio ыы аы vers s ано ame ues, eic 


and GIC. Cabacungan Jr. i Чы ш nf $* Nowitcan 
M Te BA 4 


БОЈАТ 


THE ARMED FORCES 


yesterday declared that E- = m à; , be told: Why 


no amnesty was forth- 


coming for “habitual Це \ $ : *withdrawal 


delinquents” as Sen. 


Rodolfo Biazon warned к E ј 2 : plot failed 


that the crackdown on 
suspected coup plotters E 
m а P (Editor's Note: For obvious rea- 
could fan military 4 У sons, sources for this story would. 
"restiveness into ac- = а j have to remain unnamed. But they 
ion” / j аге known to the editors to be in a 
tion. ROSA = x - position to have had а first-hand 
"The stand of the (AFP] is no d ? fA d E knowledge of the events leading to 
amnesty because of the lessons Guar Wa ma w the Feb. 24 aborted “withdrawal of 
learned. We have habitual delin- è { support.") 


quents. These are the same per- THE COUNTRY CAME CLOSE TO 
sons who were involved in inci being run by what its architects 
dents in the late 805," said mi want to describe as a military 
tary spokesperson Col. Tristan Ki- caretaker group that planned to 
son. take over government briefly and 

Xison did not name names, but force the immediate holding of 
Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim of the elections amid the continuing cri- 
Scout Rangers and Col. Ariel sis over whether President Maca- 


Querubin of фе Marine jal-Arroyo had reall 
; Arroyo had really won the 
Corps—both relieved of their May 2004 election 


high posts for allegedly planning Sources close to a group of 
to withdraw support from Presi- generals and colonels who drew 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo last Feb. the blueprint for the takeover 


24—led the bloody coup attempt А 1 said the plan called for a blood- 
against the Aquino administra- 


tion in 1989. BROKEN HEARTS, BROKEN LIV! Siar Gas Arnel Force of 

‘The two men and the rest of Shootout at a beauty parlor ended in the killing of two men and the woman they both loved. The carnage happened inside a beauty salon the Philippines doing only one 
the rebel Young Officers Union whose glass façade was cracked by bullets in Sugartowne Filinvest Road И, Batasan Hills, Quezon City. (Story in Metro, Page AIS.) jowsonooc  thing—withdrawing support 
(YOU) were ‘later granted from their Commander in Chief. 
amnesty by the Ramos adminis- The source, an AFP insider, 
а Ое 5 МА . 4 CC l said all the major service com- 

е crackdown has extende: manders—the chiefs of the Army, 
Es» GMA to review, may amend mining law perge eim 
Gen. Nelson Allaga, its new com- briefed about the plan. 
mandant, ordering a probe of the Ву Christian V. Esguerra meeting with five Catholic bishops called for the cancellation of all Mining Act immediately” De Vene- АШ, but one, expressed either will- 
Feb. 26 standoff at the Marine at the Traders Hotel in Manila, the mining concessions. cia told reporters after the meeting. ingness го be considered in, or to 
headquarters. In that standoff, APPARENTLY BOWING TO PRES- President assured the prelates Ms Arroyo was accompanied He said he would ask the Congress wait on the sidelines. The only ser- 
Querubin led Marines in protest- sure from the influential Catholic from the country’s most active by Speaker Jose de Venecia, Envi- committee on environment and vice commander who would have 
ing the sudden relief of the then Church, President Macapagal-Ar- mining areas that she would work ronment Secretary Angelo Reyes, natural resources headed by Rep. nothing to do with the plan was 
‘commandant, Maj. Gen. Renato royo yesterday agreed to review to have the mining law reviewed  NationalEconomic Development Leovigildo Banaag to immediately Army chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Es- 
Miranda. the controversial Mining Act of and possibly amended. Authority chief Romulo Neri and look at the possible amendment of peron, according to the source. 

The Army is conducting its 1995, a law that opens full owner- Тһе bishops earlier assailed Presidential Chief of Staff _ provisions in the Mining Act. “He (Esperon) was afraid that 
own investigation into the sup- ship of local mining projects to for- Republic Act No. 7492, otherwise Michael Defensor. The Speaker said Congress when a new government is in 
posed coup plot and has report- eign investors. known as the Mining Act of 1995, “(We) agreed with our beloved would integrate the strongest place, he would be investigated 

RESTIVENESS/A6 — After а two-hour, closed-door for allegedly “destroying life” and bishops that we will review the GMA A4 NOWIT CAN! A6 


Bulacan now killing 
fields of militants 


By Carmela Reyes Santiago Teodoro, chair of the 
and Tonette Orejas Bagong Alyansang Makabayan in 
PDI Central Luzon Desk Bulacan, was gunned down as he 
was driving in Barangay Barihan 
CITY OF MALOLOS—BULACAN at 9 p.m. Thursday. He was the 
has turned into а "killing field" of 20th militant leader killed in the 
members and leaders of militant province since 2005 and the 47th 
organizations, an official of ahu- in Central Luzon, according to 
man rights group in the province Bayan records, 
said following the murder ofan- Fr. Rolando de Leon, 


4 
x #4 | í а Ow 2 other militant leader on Thurs- spokesperson of the Alyansa ng 
Bio #54 1 5 day. BULACAN/ A4 


BILL GATES, 5508 LUCIO TAN, $1.78 HENRY SY & family, 51.58 
No. | for 12th straight year No. 451 No. 512 


Tan, Sy, Zobel on Forbes billionaires’ list 


THE PHILIPPINES MAY ВЕ RE- Ayala and family, according tothe straight year, marked an increase than 300 in the past three years. 
garded as а poor country, but it magazine's list for 2006. of 53.5 billion from the 2005 While US names accounted for 


By Tony S. Bergonia 


épEd gives 68 Leyte 
orphans scholarships 


apparently has enough capacity Forbes ranked Tan, 71, at No. Forbes list. nearly half the fortunes on the  8Y Joey A.Gabieta Ниже ngoni дики», cm 


PDI Visayas Bureau nounced this Thursday during 


to produce three billionaires (in 451, disclosing his fortune at The magazine said strong mar- гохе this years ranking was no- 54 Cynthia D. Balana the formal launching of "Project 


dollars), according to Forbes $1.7 billion; Henry Sy, 81, and kets around the world contribut- table for the influx of newcomers " 
Карае anual ls released Emily at No, 512 М SLS bi ed to the surge in wealth as the from Вга, India, Russia and довам спу тне DE erbe spem снаата. 
yesterday, lion and Ayala, 71, and family at total net worth of the list jumped other emerging economies. f Bducation has as- Escobarte said that under 

The number of people whose No. 606 with $1.3 billion. to $2.6 trillion—more than the baron and Chelsea football Pared G8 high school students the project, 68 students would 
wealth reached 10 figures stood Microsoft founder Bill Gates annual gross domestic product of club owner Roman Abramovich Safed 68 high soo son. or. be giwen grants and 
at a record 793, an increase of gained ground at the top of the Germany. jumped 10 places to 11th in the ОГ Barangay Guintaugo’, or financial assistance гоша 
102 from the previous year. This megarich rankings as the world’s “Making ‘a billion just isn't global ranking with anesteggof шс, aside E бона. eme Raid cb the Deve. 
includes tobacco king Lucio Tan, wealthiest people added $400 what it used го be,” observed $18.2billion. Le Nar abe coude 1 tele We prick ORI 
‘Asia's mall king, Henry Sy and the billion to their net worth. Forbes associate editor Luisa ^ “Why is the list growing? The нр и ке ае ата of 
owner of the Philippines’ biggest The $50-ЫШоп fortune of Kroll, who noted thatthe number answer is an obvious one—the TNO DepEd as- 05 
conglomerate, Jaime Zobel de Gates, іп first place for ће 12th of billionaires had grown by more ТАМАТ соор 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST Едо and Southern Luzon and the Visayas wl experi- 
‘noe cloudy skes with scattered ranshowers and isolated thunder- 
slorms becoming widespread rains over Palawan which may tiger 
озм ооф and кодно. The гей ofthe county wit be partiy 
cloudy with sold ranshosers 
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NTC abused its authority — Drilon 


By Philip C. Tubeza and Christine О. Avendaño 


SENATE PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DRILON HAS AC- 
cused the National Telecommunications Commis- 
sion (NTC) of abusing its authority when it threat- 
ened to shut down broadcast stations and deployed 
police and army troops around their premises. 


DURING THE SENATE HEARING, 
Maria Ressa, head of the news di- 
vision of ABS-CBN, said a high- 
ranking government official 
called a company executive азк- 
ing the network to stop the cover- 
age of the standoff at the Marine 
headquarters in Fort Bonifacio on 
Feb. 26. 

The їнолаея had earlier quoted 


"They have arrogated unto 
themselves the powers which аге 
not theirs,” Drilon said at the Sen- 
ate hearing on Thursday on the 
government crackdown on media 
during the state of emergency. 

He said the NTC's alleged 
abuse of authority should be 
stopped immediately. 

"Apparently, they are utilizing 


has on the citizenry. This is what 
should be objected to," he added. 

In a position paper submitted 
to the Senate, the NTC claimed it 
had the power "to suspend or re- 
voke the authorization granted to 
а broadcast entity upon prior по- 
tice and hearing" under the 1936 
Public Services Act. 

“The commission shall have the 
the power of the Philippine Na- power..to suspend or revoke any 
tional Police and the Armed certificate issued under the provi- 
Forces of the Philippines. They sion of this Act whenever the hold- 
may have no power under the ег thereof has violated or willfully 
law, but (once) they order thesta- and contumaciously refused to which was abolished in 1972. But 
tioning of the troops at the gates comply with any order, ruleorreg- the NTC claimed it had inherited 
of the television station, we can ulation of the commission or any many of the PSC powers. 

(only) jump upand down and say provision of this Act,” the NTC — Drilon said the NTC had no 
they have no power” Drilon said. said, quoting the 1936 law. power to cancel franchises or 

“When they have the power of But the “commission” men- 
the barrel of the gun, then you can tioned in the law referred to the air materials that are allegedly 
imagine the chilling effect that it Public Service Commission, seditious, stressing that NTCS 


cial had called up ABS-CBN. Yes- 
terday, Ressa wrote the Моша. 
to clarify that she was actually re- 
ferring to an “administration” and 
“high-ranking government offi- 
cial." She would not identify the 
official 

Ressa sald the network re- 
fused, partly because it would 
have created more public panic. 


High gov’t exec, not Palace official 


Altiough he was not alluded 
to, Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor yesterday de- 
nied calling up ABS-CBN to stop 
airing its live broadcast of the 
Marines standoff. 

While acknowledging that he 
did appeal to journalists to stop 
covering the event, Defensor said 
he did not know whether anyone 
Ressa as saying that a Palace offi- from the Palace called up the net- 

‘work to do the same. 

But Defensor told reporters he 
did talk to Ressa and their con- 
versation centered on the appeal 
he had made on that day. 

"told her it was really providen- 
tial. said I was worried that things 
‘may evolve differently and may re- 
suit to violence, that was what 1 
was worried about," Defensor said. 


only powers were to allocate fre- 
quencies and collect fees. 

"Clearly they (NTC) abused 
their authority" he said, adding 
that the agencys primary duty 
take over broadcast entities that was to traffic airwaves. 


chises of broadcast media, it 
should be the one to decide 
whether to cancel such franchises. 
He said there was no need for 
NTC to impose prior restraint on 
broadcast stations since they 
have their own code of ethics to 
"effectively guide them in the 
practice ofthe profession." 
During the hearing, ABS-CBN 
news executive Luchi CruzMaldez 
said the NTC also tried to co-opt the 
press in coming out with "media 
guidelines” when it called for a 
meeting with broadcast industry 
leaders hours after the state of emer- а partner in reform.” 
gency was declared on Feb. 24. їп a petition Wednesday, nine 
"They were basically co-opting journalists’ groups and news orga- 
us to come up with guidelines nizations and about three dozen 
which was, for us, astrange thingto senior news people said the 
do. So, we were insisting that weal- "threat of official intervention" 
ready had guidelines in the form of through administrative sanctions 
code of ethics. Each station had it ог prosecution is as damaging to a 
and the (Kapisanan ng mga Brod- free press as actual intervention. 
kaster sa Pilipinas) already had it During the one-week state of 
but they were insistent on meeting emergency, police raided the Daily 
with us," Valdez said. ‘Tribune, a newspaper critical of 
But the NTC said in its position President Macapagal-Arroyo, but 
paper that it “repeatedly empha- did not prevent its publication or 
sized during the course of the meet- control its content. The publisher 


Malacafang also denied that 
the government was muzzling 
the media and welcomed a legal 
petition from journalists against. 
press censorship. 

"The fact that they can go to 
court is a clear indication that 
democracy reigns in this coun- 
try" Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye said ina statement, 

Bunye said the government's 
moves against the media stood 
“on solid operational and legal 
grounds” and called a “responsi- 
ble media а force for freedom and 


Drilon added that since it was ing that it will not be the judge ofthe and two columnists were, however, 
Congress that granted the fran- 


contents ofthe broadcast matter” charged with inciting to sedition. 


PCGG says it never exercised control over 4 Lucio Tan firms 


By Alcuin Papa the writs of sequestration did not there was still a pending forfei- 
in any manner interfere with ture case involving the four com- 
THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMIS- [the] operation and management panies. 
sion on Good Government has of these companies,” Dichoso 
clarified that it has never exer- said. 
cised control over the shares of _ He was reacting to a Sandigan- 
the four sequestered companies bayan ruling, dated March 2 but by a writ of sequestration and 
‘owned by Chinese-Filipino ty- released only last Wednesday, or- there is а pending case, Tan 
coon Lucio Tan because of the“le- dering the government to “cease "cannot dispose, encumber or said. 
gal resistance” put up by Tan апд further involvement” in the con- sell these assets without first 
his lawyers. trol and management of the four asking the courts approval," 
Nor was any PCGG personnel Тап companies. said Dichoso. 
sent to enforce the sequestration The PCGG, which is tasked to Оісһоѕо and another commis- 
‘order ever able to set foot inside recover the ill-gotten wealth of sioner Nicasio Conti said the 
the premises of the four compa- the late dictator Ferdinand Mar- Sandiganbayan decision lifting 
nies from the time they were se- cos, his family and associates, 
questered in 1986, said PCGG said it would appeal the decision, 
Commissioner William Dichoso. алй if needed, go all the way up ened the РСОС5 position on the 
"No government interference to ће Supreme Court. forfeiture case against the ty- 
was ever made as far as our  Dichoso said it was important coon. 
records are concerned. No nomi- го maintain the writ of sequestra- They said the government was 
nees, no comptroller was allowed tion on the Tan companies to pre- still in contention to win the main 
tobe assigned to all these compa- vent Tan from disposing of them issue of ownership of the compa- 
nies. So the government despite or dissipating their assets, as 


able to exercise control over the 
Tan assets, if they are covered 


panies had, if anything, strength- 


main forfeiture case against Tan. 

“The complaint alleges that Lu- 
cio Tan by himself or in concert 
Even if the PCGG was not with the Marcoses and the other 
defendants took undue advan- 
tage of their relationship with the 
Marcoses to acquire and accumu- 
late the ill-gotten wealth,” Conti 


Conti warned that if the se- 
questration on the four compa- 
nies is lifted, and Tan starts dis- 
posing of them, if the PCGG were said. 
to win the forfeiture case, “the 
government will be left holding 
thesequestration onthe Tancom- an empty bag.” 

‘The trial for the forfeiture case 
will start on March 27. 

The two PCGG commission- 
ers said the Sandiganbayan de- 
cision actually strengthened 
the forfeiture case, noting that 
the ruling said most of the 190 the PCGG "never had access to 
nies under Civil Case No.005,the documents presented by the 
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PRIMUS INTER PARES 
ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS 


DEVELOPING LEADERS AMONG LEADERS 
DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE AND THE COMMITMENT TO SERVE 


Application for admission of new students 
for the Ist Trimester, School Year 2006-2007 
for the following degree programs is now going on: 


MBA STANDARD PROGRAM 
A 24 to 36-month тїтїп program for young professionals to become 
senior managers and leaders in the future 


ATENEO-REGIS ACCELERATED MBA PROGRAM 
Ў A flexible and accelerated 14-montb program for employed managers 
3 training to become future CEO's and senior executives 


MIDDLE MANAGER MBA PROGRAM 


A focused 28-montb program for employed managers training to 
become future CEO's and senior executives 


MBA SPECIAL CONCENTRATION 
IN HEALTH PROGRAM 


A 28-month program for professionals and leaders in tbe health sector 


ONLINE ADMISSION IS ALSO ACCEPTED. PLEASE 
VISIT bttp:l/gsb.ateneo.edu AND CLICK ONLINE 
ADMISSION AND FILI. OUT THE. APPLICATION FORM. 


SCHEDULE OF ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
March 18 & April 1, 2006 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. 

For additional information, please write or call: 
THE REGISTRAR 
ATENEO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS BUILDING 
10 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City 
Tels: 8997691 local 2214 to 2217 / 7292000 / 8995548 direct line 


E-mail: cmansibeng @aps.atenco.edu 
Office hours: I20n- Bpm 
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best constitutes or tends to 
show proof that the properties 
covered therein are truly 'ill 
gotten wealth. 

"That portion strengthened 
our position on the issue of Ш. on June 19, 1986 on the strength 
gotten wealth because of the 190 of a writ signed by then PCGG 
documents submitted, only a few chair Jovito Salonga and commis 
меге considered irrelevant to the sioner Ramon Diaz. 
case. The rest, even the court On July 24, 1986, the PCGG al- 
said, tends to show that that is so took control of Fortune Tobac- 
truly ill-gotten wealth,” Dichoso со and Shareholdings Inc. The 

last to be seized was Fortune 
Farms on Aug. 12, 1986. 

Tan filed a petition in Septem- 
ber 1986 asking the Supreme 
cent of Fortune Tobacco and 79 Court to nullify the sequestration 
percent of Shareholdings Inc, orders, on the ground that they 
adding that the claims of other were signed by only two commis- 
shareholders would have to be sion members. The high court re- 
decided by the courts. ferred the matter back to the 

Despite a writ of sequestration, Sandiganbayan. 

Dichoso and Conti said the 
PCGG was open to a compromise 
agreement on the four se- 
questered companies of Tan, the 
same stance it has taken on the 
companies acquired with the co- 
conut levy funds. 


If you're being charged left and 
right with criminal cases, you will 
not be able to pursue (the seques- 
tration)," he said. 

The PCGG seized Allied Bank 


He said PCGG is claiming 68 
percent of Allied Bank, 92 per- 
cent of Foremost Farms, 99 рег 


any of these corporations," said 
Dichoso. He said that some of the 
personnel sent to enforce the se- 
questration order were even 
charged criminally. 

“There was strong resistance. 


PCGG as evidence 
“provides — ample 
reason for the court 
to find that the bulk 
of the documents at 
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Sad day for press freedom 


MNA TS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 11,2006 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY - THE REGION- 
al trial court here has acquitted a former 
police officer accused of masterminding the 
assassination of broadcaster Ely Binoya. 

Judge Oscar Noel on March 6 ordered 
the release from detention of Ephraim En- 
glis, alias Toto. Englis walked out of the 
Sarangani provincial ја! the next day. 

‘Noel said prosecutors failed to prove 
"beyond reasonable doubt” that Englis 
had ordered the June 2004 murder of 
Binoya 

Grace Binoya, wife of the slain 
broadcaster, said she was shocked by 
the decision. 

"Its another sad day for press free- 
дот," said Jose Torres Jr., chair of the 
Commission for the Protection of Jour- 
пайыз of the National Union of Jour- 
nalists of the Philippines. 

Binoya, who was highly critical of 
Englis in his radio program, was riding 
a motorcycle on his way home to 


Malungon, Sarangani, on June 17, 


More than cool. More than clean. Panasonic Air Conditioners. Мо more 
troublesome filter cleaning with the Panasonic Split type XC Series' Auto Clean Robot! 

It automatically cleans the filter so it keeps functioning like it's new and mantains the unit's energy- 
saving performance, You get nothing but cool, clean, healthy air for your family. 


The pad on the nozzle rubs 
the dust from the filter mosh. 


2004 when he was ambushed by two 
gunmen. He died instantly. 

‘A witness said he saw Alfonso To- 
quero, Englis’ driver, speeding away in 
a motorcycle with the gunman after the 
shooting. Other witnesses supported 
this testimony. 

In his decision, Noel said Toquero 
might have been at the scene of the 
crime but Englis could not be charged 
just for being Toquero's boss. 

He said the testimonies of the six wit- 
nesses against Englis were purely cir- 
cumstantial and that there was no di- 
rect evidence to pin him down. 

Englis, a former policeman detailed in 
General Santos City, is chief of Barangay 
Datal Tampal in Malungon, Sarangani. 

Binoya's family and colleagues earli- 
er claimed that some influential people 
were protecting Englis and Toquero. 

As this developed, the lawyer of slain 
journalist Marlene Esperat criticized 
the Bureau of Immigration and Depor- 


tation for allegedly allowing Osmeña 
Montafier to leave the country despite a 
hold departure order against him. 

Montafier, finance officer of the De- 
partment of Agriculture in Central Min- 
danao, was one of two suspected mas- 
terminds of the March 24, 2005 murder 
of Esperat in Tacurong City. 

Lawyer Nena Santos told the Ingum- 
zx that she received information that 
Montafier and his family recently left 
ona pilgrimage to the Middle East with- 
out clearance from the court. 

Montafier and Estrella Sabay, the 
DAs regional accountant, were tagged 
as the alleged masterminds by four sus- 
pects in the killing of Esperat. 

Rowie Barua, a former military intelli- 
gence operative who served as the close-in 
security escort of Sabay, executed an ex- 
tra judicial confession claiming that Mon- 
tafier and Sabay paid him and the other 
suspects P120,000 to kill Esperat. Aquiles. 
2. Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Oil firms 
reduce prices 
of cooking gas | 


FOR THE SECOND TIME THIS MONTH, 
ой companies reduced the prices of lique- 


Corp, Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp., Chevron Phil. (for- 
merly Caltex PhiL), and Total (PhiL) 
Corp. all implemented the price adjust- 
ment at 12:01 a.m. today. 

They cited the reduction in the inter- 
national contract price of LPG and the 
stronger peso as the reason for the sec- 
ond consecutive rollback. 

With the price reduction, Petron's 
Gasul will now sell for between P502 
and P512 per 11-kg cylinder, Shell's 
Shellane for between P510 and P525, 
and Total's TotalGaz for P499. 

The new LPG prices are inclusive of the 
12-pervent value-added tax. Abigail L. Ho 
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Bulacan now killing fields of militants 


From pago Al 


to their car and fired shots, hitting 


him in the neck, his wife Lucila told 


Mamamayan para sa Pantaong 
Karapatan, attributed the string 
of killings in the province to the 
military. 

“Bulacan tumed into a killing 
field when the military came. 
"Thats the time when the number 
of cases of murder, abduction, etc. 
increased,” he said, adding that 
the attacks intensified when Maj. 
Gen. Jovito Palparan assumed 
command of the Army's 7th In- 
fantry Division ast September. 

Palparan has denied military 
involvement in the killings. 

De Leon and Fr. Vicente Igna- 
cio, secretary general of Bayan- 
Bulacan, demanded the pullout 
of soldiers from the province and 
called on Army officials to respect 
the rights of citizens. 

But Col. Noel Clement, com- 
mander of the Army's 56th In- 
fantry Battalion in Norzagaray 
town, said: “It is sad that every- 
thing is being blamed on us." 

Clement said the military pres- 
ence in Bulacan was aimed at en- 
suring peace and order. 


and 1 
тесно! 


shoot 
town. 


In 


ment 


Silence 

De Leon lamented the silence 
of Bulacan officials on the 
killings. 

He said his group suspected 
the military to be behind the at- 
tacks because those killed were 
considered "enemies of the state" 
or suspected to be members or 
sympathizers of the communist 
New People's Army. 

He cited the case of Rogelio 
Concepcion, 36, chapter coordi- 
nator of the labor group 
Anakpawis in San Ildefonso 
town, who was abducted on Mon- 
day night. 

Concepcion's relatives and col- 
leagues believe that he has been. 
killed by his abductors. 

Teodoro was driving with his 
wife late Thursday when two mo- 
torcycle-riding men pulled up next 


violati 


On 


Manila radiostationdzRH. 

“Theard a pop, and I thougheit Poesie) 
was just glass breaking. Suddenly, , 
1 noticed а motorbike beside ug’ - 


limp," she said. 


Foiled attempt. 
In another incident yesterabye! 
ihe secretary general of ФЕ 
Bayan Muna party in Isabela 65: 
caped а slay attempt. j 
Baby Mendiola, 54, said she 


cluded in its “order of battle" ac- 
tivist leaders in the region. 
“We feel intensified harass- 


"We expose the human rights 


lyze our activities and our mem- 
bership and weaken our influ- 
ence on the people.” 

But Lt. 
spokesperson of the Armed Forces’ 
Northem Luzon Command, denied 
that there was such a list. 


Creating a climate 


memorated the first death anniver- 
sary of Romeo Sanchez, a Bayan 


(Ома sourced rom tho paper propared by Bayan Muns-“Exrf.cicial kiinga, abductons and haresement cf acts inthe Papin 
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her in her house in Echague 


She said one of the men, who 
was armed with а .45-cal. pistol, 
shot at her house before fleeing 
with his companion. 
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Baguio City Joan Carling, —Ж 


chair of the Cordillera Peoples Al- 
liance, said the military had in- 
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Carling said, adding: 
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Col Preme Monta, 


highlighted 


Thursday, activists com- 


‘Muna leader in the Ilocos, who was 
gunned down ina public market. 
The London-based Amnesty 
International said on Thursday 
that comments by ranking gov- 
“There is no such thing. Ifthey ernment officials linking left- 
say that they got the hitlistfroma wing groups to communist insur- 
very reliable source in the mili- 


political killings may take place." 
The US State Department also 


nual human rights report, posted 

on the US Embassy website. 
“Killings of community activists, 

church workers, lawyers and mem- 


gents were threatening to “create 
tary, they should file a formal a climate within which further 
complaint before a proper agen- 
cy" Monta said. 


the killings in its an- 


bers of leftist political parties, par- 
ticularly the left-wing political par- 
ty Bayan Muna, increased during 
the year" the 2005 report said, 
adding that more than 40 activists, 
half of them party members, had 
been gunned down. 


Killings, harassment 

‘The US State Department con- 
cluded that the Philippine gov- 
ernment “generally respected the 
human rights of its citizens,” but 
noted that “pervasive weakness 
їп the rule of law, official impuni- 
ty arid the wide disparity between 


assaying. 


Toyo. 


GMA to review, may possibly amend mining law 


From page Al 


possible safeguards for the environ- 
ment and safety standards for mining 
Communities, noting that the bishops 
were not against mining per se, but 
were against irresponsible mining." 


Very nice talk 

The law was upheld in a landmark 
Supreme Court ruling їп 2004, prompt- 
ing a government drive to attract for- 
eign investment to dig up an estimated 
$1 trillion worth of mineral wealth. 

“We had a very nice talk,” Palawan 
Bishop Pedro Arigo said. 

“АС least she heard us. She seemed 
very nice, at least today,” Sorsogon 
Bishop Arturo Bastes quipped, 

During the dialogue, Bastes told the 
President to “listen to the people, not the 
politicians,” in deciding on mining issues. 


Positive act 

“If she is sincere in addressing [the prob- 
Jem of] corruption, this is her testcase,” he 
later told the media, noting that destructive 
mining operations existed largely with the 
help of corrupt public officials. 

De Venecia requested the Church's Na- 
tional Secretariat for Social ActionsJustice 
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ARROYO: А test case for sincerity. 


and Peace to gather complaints against 
mining, including their scientific bases, and 
submit a consolidated report to Congress 
“аз soon as possible,” said St Roseanne 
Май, Nassa executive secretary. 

According to De Venecia, the report 
would help the committee formed by 
Congress to look into the Mining Act. 

"That was a positive sign on the part 
of the government to review the law,” 
she told reporters. 

But the bishops were still keeping 
their fingers crossed, hoping that Ms 


LAMINATE 


DE VENECIA: Our beloved bishops 


Arroyo would indeed make good on her 
promise. 

"Well see if she's sincere in contain- 
ing the evil effects of mining. The ball is 
in [her] hands," Bastes said. 

"What will come out of this remains 
to be seen,” Arigo said. "We are hoping 
and praying that the government will 
make good its promises." 

Bastes and Arigo were accompanied 
by fellow prelates equally passionate 
about the mining issue, namely Bishop 
Reynaldo Evangelista of Boac, Antonieto 
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Cabajog of Surigao, and Bishop Emeritus 
Francisco Claver of Bontoc-Lagawe. 
Claver said the bishops made it clear 
to Ms Arroyo that they were "not 
against mining per se but on how it is 
practised in the Philippines now.” 


Environment laws 

He said they also raised the issue of 
the “faulty and very weak" implementa- 
tion of environmental laws, and the 
need to review RA 7492. 

“There has to be a wide dialogue,” he 
later told reporters. “Let the people 
speak out.” 

The positions raised by the bishops were 
consistent with the January pastoral leter 
Of the Catholic Bishops Conference of the 
Philippines calling for a repeal ofthe law. 

“Our experiences of environmental 
tragedies and incidents with the mining 
transnational corporations belie all as- 
surances of sustainable and responsible 
mining that the Arroyo administration 
is claiming,” the CBCP said. 

In March 1996, tons of mining waste 
from a copper mill partly owned by 
Canada's Placer Dome spilled into the 
Boac River in Marinduque, causing mil- 
lions of dollars’ worth of damage. 
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rich and poor contributed to cyni- 
cism about official justice." 

“It looks like they are resuming 
the political killings, combined 
with political harassment against 
us,” The Associated Press quoted 
Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo 


Ocampo is one of five party-list 
lawmakers who are now in the 
custody of the House of Repre- 
sentatives following threats of ar- 
rest in connection with the sup- 
posed plot last month to over- 
throw President Macapagal-Ar- 


Bayan Muna said more than 80 
of its members had been slain by 
the police and military since 
2001. See list on this page. 

But Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye denied that the govern- 
mentwas behind the killings. 

“It is not a state policy го tram- 
ple on human rights,” Bunye told 
radio station dwiZ. 

He said “individual cases” 
‘would be investigated and justice 
would prevail. With reports from 
Villamor Visaya Jr. and Desiree 
Caluza, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 
reau; АР 


"Increasing the number of mining affected 
communities, Christians and non-Christians 
alike аге subjected to human rights violations 
and economic deprivations. We see no relief 
insight,” CBCP added. 


AO on Lafayette 

Bastes was visibly upbeat yesterday after Ms 
‘Arroyo informed him that an administrative order 
covering the specific functions and composition of 
the Rapu-Rapu commission was now ready. 

He went straight to Malacafiang after the 
affair to see the document for himself. 

Ina hastily arranged dinner with Bastes and 
some other bishops last Jan. 30, Ms Arroyo told 
the group that she was forming a commission to 
investigate the spill of toxic wastes by Lafayette. 
Philippines Inc. in Rapu-Rapu, Albay. 

In yesterday's dialogue, Bastes said he was 
appointed by the President as head of the 10- 
person commission. 

He said the commission was tasked to gath- 
er information about the spill, including com- 
plaints from affected residents, and submit а 
recommendation within a month. 


UP study 

However, Lafayette said yesterday that 
tests made by the University of the Philip- 
pinesNatural Sciences Research Institute 
(UPNSRD), on March 1 show that water and 
fish from around Rapu-Rapu Island and Sor- 
sogon are safe for human consumption. 

The UP study, Lafayette said in a press 
statement, reinforces the five previous studies 
of the Bureau of Fish and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR) that the mercury contamination of 
Sorsogon fish and waters near Rapu-Rapu as 
alleged by anti-mining groups never existed. 

According to the UP study, the surface water 
samples from all the 29 sampling stations in 
and around Rapu-Rapu as well as the eastern 
coast of Sorsogon, including Prieto Diaz and 
Bacon, were safe and had mercury and arsenic 
contents well below the allowed limits. 


Fish fit to eat 

It also said that the 11 kinds of fishes sam- 
pled in the same places were safe and fit for 
human consumption. The tests also cleared 
seawater around Rapu-Rapu and wastewater 
from Lafayette's Rapu-Rapu project. 

The five previous tests conducted by BFAR 
showed that water and fish from Bagacay, 
Rizal, Barcelona and Prieto Diaz in Sorsogon 
were well within the allowed mercury limit. 

Antimining groups from Sorsogon had 
said the Rapu-Rapu project in Albay, across 
the sea, was the source of mercury contami- 
nation in Sorsogon. 


No mercury problem 

‘The company, however, insisted that it does 
not use mercury in its operations and that Rapu- 
Rapu Island does not have a mereury problem. 

These groups also claimed the company 
caused the skin problems of a few children, 
Government doctors who examined the chil- 
dren, however, said the condition was not 
caused by mercury but by bacterial infection, 
Lafayerte said. With a report from Reuters 
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Pag-IBIG 
reports 
P7.38-B 
income 


THE PAG-IBIG FUND, 
one of the leading 
state financial institu- 
tions and the biggest 
financier of public 
housing programs, 
posted a record P7.38 
billion net income in 
2005, the highest in 
its 25-year history. 

Vice President Noli 
de Castro, who chairs 
the Pag-IBIG board of 
trustees, said net in- 
come increased by 14 
percent from the 
P6.47 billion record- 
edin 2004. 

De Castro noted 
the Fund's outstand- 
ing performance de- 
spite the political and 
economic crisis be- 
setting the nation. 

“Unlike other gov- 
еттеп corporations 
and institutions that are 
facing controversy, the 
PaglBIG Fund contin- 
ues to remain a model 
of sound management 
and good governance," 
De Castro said 

Romero Quimbo, 
Pag-IBIG president 
and CEO, said the 
Fund's total assets 
reached P178.30 bil- 
lion last year, a nine- 
percent increase over 
the P163.60 billion 
level in 2004. 

Quimbo said the 
continuing uptrend 
in the Fund's perfor- 
mance was a result of 
"synchronized insti- 
tution-wide efforts", 

He said Pag-IBIG 
carried out mea- 
sures, such as an im- 
proved information 
technology system, 
which enhanced its 
collection program. 

Collections for 2005. 
stood at P3727 bil- 
lion, 14 percent higher. 
than the P32.57 billion 
in 2004. 

Contributions from 
Pag IBIG's 6.04 million 
members amounted to 
P13.04 billion. 

Quimbo said he ex- 
pected to generate 
more revenues im 
2006 with the Fund's 
tie-up with private and 
public banks for the 
use of their electronic 
payment facilities. 

Cynthia D. Balana 


Who's afraid 
of Media 
Freedom? 


THEFORUM “WHO'S 
Afraid of Media Free- 
dom?” will discuss se- 
rious challenges that 
media face today and 
their impact on the 
public. The media 
and the public will 
meet to clarify rights 
and responsibilities. 

, It will be held at 
the Veritas, 4th floor, 
Ateneo Rockwell, on 
March 13, 5:30 p.m. 

The speakers will 
be Vergel Santos, 
president, Center for 
Media Freedom and 
Responsibility; 
Luchie Cruz Valdez, 
ABS-CBN Current Af- 
fairs head; Isagani 
Yambot, Philippine 
Daily Inquirer pub- 
lisher; Carlos Conde, 
secretary — general, 
National Union of 
Journalists of the 
Philippines (NUJP); 
and lawyer Marion 
Manuel, spokesman, 
Alternative ам 
Group (ALG). 

А cocktail party for 
media will follow af- 
ter the forum. 

‘The forum is spon- 
sored by the La Salle- 
Ateneo At Lahat Na, 
an alliance of alumni 
and alumnae from 
the Ateneo, La Salle, 
Assumption, — St 
Scholastica’s, — St, 
Theresa's College 
and other major edu- 
cational institutions, 


Firms employing minors raided 


By Jerome Aning 


DON’T EMPLOY MINORS. 

This was the warning issued by the 
Department of Labor and Employ- 
ment yesterday after it raided several 
business establishments which were 
found to be employing minors. 

The DOLE said a total of 32 minors 
in Metro Manila, including young 
girls working as guest relations offi- 
cers, were rescued by the DOLE-led 
Sagip Batang Manggagawa (SBM) 
quick action team, a government in- 
ter-agency body that monitors child 
labor. 

The child workers, aged 16 to 17, 
were rescued from the RJS Marketing 
in San Miguel, Manila, Bumble Gar- 
‘ments in Quezon City and from KTV 
bars in Makati City. 

The rescued minors were brought 
to the Department of Social Welfare 
Departments Nayon ng Kabataan 
where they are now attending skills 


training classes, DOLE-NCR director 
Ricardo Martinez said, 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. 
‘Tomas said that since the start of the 
year, the Sagip Batang Manggagawa 
team had conducted surveillance and 
three rescue operations in Metro 
Manila, 

"The SBM composite team is tasked 
to detect, monitor, and rescue child 
laborers in hazardous and exploita- 
tive working conditions particularly 
those engaged in bonded labor, com- 
mercial sexual exploitation and pros- 
titution, and hazardous work acti 
ties, 

SBM agents accompanied by the 
police conducted a rescue operation 
at RJS after receiving a tip that a child 
worker was in serious condition at 
the Orthopedic Hospital for fractured. 
pelvic bone he sustained while carry- 
ing a 50-kilo sack of sugar at the RJS 
warehouse. 

The DOLE found RJS of violating 


labor standards, The firm was or- 
dered to pay the minors a total of 
405,816 for underpayment of wages 
and non-payment of other benefits, 
and failure to provide the minors SSS 
and Pag-IBIG coverage. 

Criminal charges have also been 
filed with the Manila Regional Court 
against the firm for violating the anti- 
child labor law, Martinez said. 

At the Bumblebee Garments, the 
team found that the working condi- 
tions were hazardous and poor. 

The company was ordered to pay 
a total of P47,000 in back wages to 
the minors and P43,188 for their 
transportation to their home 
provinces. 

The SBM team also rescued 16 mi- 
nors working in eight KTV bars in 
Makati City. Criminal charges were 
filed against the KTV owners. The 
KTV bars will undergo closure pro- 
ceedings in accordance with Republic 
‘Act No. 9231. 
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Now it can be told: Why *withdrawal plot failed 


From раја! 
for his role їп the "Hello Garci "scandal," 
“said the source. 

Esperon was one of the military offi- 
cers whose names were mentioned in the. 
Hello Garci tapes, a compilation of wire- 
tapped phone calls of Virgilio Garcillano, 
former commissioner of the Commission 
on Elections. 

Ms Arroyo's opponents alleged that 
the wiretapped conversations provided 
proof that massive fraud was the key to 
her victory in the 2004 presidential elec- 
tions. 


‚Crucial meeting 

‘The source, an AFP insider, said that 
the day before the plot was to be execut- 
ей on Feb. 24, a secret, crucial meeting 
took place among three officers who 
‘were in on the plan: Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim, head of the Scout Rangers Regi- 
ment; Col. Ariel Querubin, head of a Ma- 
rine brigade based in Camp Ranao, 
Marawi City; and Mazine commandant 
Brig. Gen. Renato Miranda. 


VIP visitor 

The three officers had one very impor- 
tant visitor on that day—AFP Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga. 

“He said he was in,” said one source 
privy to the meeting. 

Contacted by the Inquirer, Senga said, 
^p have not heard of that [military 
takeover]. It’s the first time Гуе heard 

+ that. I have not even talked with them. 
‘Aren't those things planned over a period 
of time, planned over several years? So 
how can I be part when I have not even 
talked with them.” 

A few days before D-Day, Feb. 24, 
when the plan would be executed, junior 
officers who were part of the plot had 
been greeting each other in military 
‘camps—"Malapit na (It's getting near).” 

“Its not a coup,” said one source. “And 
its nota junta." 


Power-packed meeting 

Lim, the source said, had to deny that 
there was a coup when apparently, the 
plan leaked and he gota call from former 


Rep. Jose “Peping” Cojuangco, who 
asked if something was afoot. 

Respected business leaders and influ- 
ential Church officials might have had an 
inkling of the military plan because on 
Feb. 22, they held what was described аз 
a low-key meeting at the Manila Penin- 
sula. But those present packed a lot of 
wallop. 

‘Aside from members of the Hyatt 10, 
the meeting was also attended by bu: 
nessman Jaime Augusto Zobel, El Shad- 
dai leader Mike Velarde, former Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino and other promi- 
nent business leaders. 


Power-packed meeting 

“There is a sense of urgency that the polit- 
ical crisis has to be resolved at the soonest 
time possible because the constitutional av- 
enues for resolving this crisis are narrowing 
down and we don't want to be left with ex- 
tra-constitutional alternatives former edu- 
cation secretary and Hyatt 10 member Flo- 
rencio Abad was quoted as saying in a phone 
interview on the day the Manila Peninsula 
meeting was held. 

The source said the military plan was for 
Senga to head the caretaker government but 
оп condition that he declare the holding of 
elections immediately 

“The plan also was to keep the two houses 
of Congress intact—the House of Represen- 
tatives and the Senate. 

“So how can you call that a coup? Or a 
junta? Congress will not be shut down,” said 
the source. 


Power-packed meeting 

The plan, as had been previously report- 
ed, was for members of the Scout Rangers 
and the Marines to walk out oftheir camps 
to join the Feb. 24 marches to celebrate the 
‘20th Edsa 1 anniversary They would be 
wearing their uniforms and with two distinct 
markings—white patches and their long 
firearms with their muzzles down. 

Tr was a plan rich in theatrics, but definite- 
ly wanting in firepower, said the INquRER 
sources. 

The stage that was chosen was the rally at 
Ayala Avenue in Makati City as it was the site 
selected for the protest-cum-Edsa celebra- 


There, м the Ranges and Marines 
marched with protesters, the plan was for 
Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim to walk up the stage 
and declare his withdrawal of support for Ms 


Arroyo. 

A video of Lim talking about the with- 
drawal of support and explaining the deci- 
sion was allegedly taped and copies pre- 
pared for distribution and airing to key TV 
stations as Lim stood on the Ayala stage. 

"This part of the plan, however, was abort- 
ей for fear that a copy of the video would 
leak. 

The next step after Lim declares his with- 
drawal of support for Ms Arroyo on the Ay- 
ala stage was for someone to сай Senga next. 
А speech had been prepared for Senga to 
read. It had the same message as 
Lim’s—withdrawal of support for Ms Ar- 
Toyo. 

Call for election is key 

The military officers who planned the 
drastic move (they insist їз nota coup) were 
aware that a junta, or a military-run govem- 
ment, faces strong resistance from the peo- 
ple, according to the sources. 

“That was why the call for immediate 
elections was key" said one source. 

The architects of the plan knew that it 
would violate the rule of succession in which 
Vice President Noli de Castro was to take the 
place of Ms Arroyo, according to the source, 
“but the elections would be called immedi- 
ately and everyone would be busy cam- 
paigning.” 

“Besides, the military bas the barrel ofthe 
gun." said the source. 

‘The officers also toyed with the idea of 
having Senate President Franklin Drilon 
head the caretaker government, 


Опе was to put former Special Action 
Force head, Chief Supt. Marcelino Franco Jr 
whose reputation was untamished as a po- 
lice officer, as chief of the Philippine National 
Police. 

According to the sources, there were signs 
that Esperon was entertaining the idea of 
taking part in the plot, or simply allowing the 
planis execution. 

Before the meeting of the three officers 
that Senga dropped in on, Esperon had тес 
with Ms Arroyo, and met with Lim shortly 
after meeting the President. 


“All systems go’ 

No details of Esperor's meeting with Ms 
‘Arroyo could be obtained by the Ingunn but 
another source said Esperon disclosed the 
results of the meeting in his conversation 
with Lim. 

On the night of Feb. 23, “it was all systems 
30; said one source. 

But as Esperoris reluctance grew and 
turned into resistance, the plan had to be 
aborted and Senga backed down and report- 
ed the plot to Ms Arroyo. 

An exit plan was quickly prepared and put 
ino action. Senga placed Lim under his cus- 


у. 

‘Senga said that on the night of Feb. 23 һе 
was only talking to Lim and Querubin. "They 
expressed a readiness, willingness to go to 
the rallies because they cant control their 
‘men anymore,” recounted Senga. 
Different version 

He added that it was only Miranda who 
‘was around when Senga called the service 
commanders to dissuade Lim and Querubin 
from going ahead with their plan of with- 


Michael Defensor, Ms Arroyos chief of 
staff, has a different version of what hap- 
pened. 

In a phone interview, he said it was Lim 
who was trying to convince Senga to join the 
move to withdraw support from Ms Arroyo. 

Defensor said the negotiations for Senga 
to join the plot to unseat Ms Arroyo went on 
until at one point, Senga put his foot down 
and told Lim that if the officers who planned 
to join the coup wouldn't back down, he 
‘would be forced to fight t with force. 

"Thats why he (Senga) arrested Danny 
(Lim),” said Defensor. 

Defensor insisted that there was an al- 
Бапсе between Lim's group and the Left, as 
proven by the arrest of Magdalo leader Lt. 
Lawrence San Juan who was to meet with 
communist leaders in Batangas when gov- 
ernment forces captured him. 


Мо Red alliance 

But Lim vehemently denied entering into 
an alliance with the Left. He said the Scout 
Rangers are fierce enemies of communist 
guerrillas and wouldnt even entertain 
thoughts of forming an alliance with them. 

"The Rangers have suffered painful casu- 
ales in the hands of communist rebels. And 
the Rangers have inflicted so much harm on 
them. An alliance is out of the question," said 
One source. 

"Tm surprised why Danny (Lim) keeps on 
denying the alliance with the Left" coun- 
tered Defensor. 

He said AFP officers loyal to Ms Arroyo, 
under Senga's instruction, have been keep- 
ing track of plots to unseat the President. 

Lim's move, he said, was part of Oplan 
Hadde. — With areport from Dona Pasz- 

gan 


should circumstances show that 
resistance to the caretaker period 
having a purely military face was 
overwhelming. 


Other changes 

Aside from taking over govem- 
ment while the elections are be- 
ing held, the architects of the plan 
were also planning some major 
changes. 


‘Restiveness may erupt’ 
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edly detained 26 officers and men of 
the Scout Rangers following Lim's re- 
lief as commander on Feb. 23. 


Two-bladed 

But Biazon warned that the crack- 
down, if mishandled, could spell 
more trouble for a military whose 
members had grown more restive 
over allegations that key AFP officials 
‘were involved in election fraud in 
2004. 

"In implementing this expanded 

»icoverage, the military should be very 

areful. This can be two-bladed," Bia- 
zon, a Marine who once served as 
“AFP chief of staff and who now chairs 
the Senate committee on national de- 
fense, said in an interview. 

“It may be true that it can suppress. 
actions by these disgrunded ele- 
ments, but it can build up restiveness 
up to a point that it will take a small 
trigger to translate this restiveness in- 
to action. No one can predict what the 
‘consequences may be,” he said. 

Biazon said even members of the 
YOU were increasingly getting "dis- 
mayed" by the crackdown "because 
„they don’t think it is justified.” 

{+ “But for now, theyre keeping 
silent,” he said, recalling his conver- 
sations with the group. 

‘To avoid falling into a trap, the AFP 
should gather solid evidence against 

‘the officers and men now detained in 
connection with the supposed coup 
plot, Biazon said. 

"There must be a strong case 
buildup against [those] being arrest- 
ed," he said. 


Separate probe 
Among those detained are Scout 
«Rangers chief of staff Lt. Col. Nestor 
“Flordeliza, ex-operations chief Мај 
Jason Aquino and personnel chief 
Capt. Ruben Guinolbay, the hero of 
the 2001 "Lamitan siege" in Basilan. 
Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, the 
Army chief, said he would decide next 
; week who among the officers and 
;men would be subjected to a 
court-martial. 
Kison told reporters that “a sepa- 
Z rate investigation” was being con- 
ае жм ае скс 
mandant, Brig. Gen. Romeo Abayan. 
"They will try to find ош if there is 
conspiracy їп what happened with 
the Marines and with the Army 
[Scout Rangers]. If there is conspira- 
cy the AFP will conduct a consolidat- 
1}; ed investigation,” he said, 
` And this time, Kison said, there 
would be по more amnesty: "For зо 
many years we have tried amnesty, 
and it did not work. $о the stand of 
. the AFP at the moment is no amnesty 
{for coup plotters) .. and that ай 
[those involved] in these uprisings 
should be punished.” 


When he appeared at the National 
Bureau of Investigation last Wednes- 
day, Lim denied that he was involved 
in a coup plot and that he urged Gen. 
Generoso Senga, the AFP chief of 
staff, to be part of one. 

He also denied having forged an al- 
liance with communist rebels. 

Esperon admitted that he could 
categorically say Lim had allied with 
the military's sworn enemies. 

“Tam not accusing General Lim of 
having talked to the Communist Party 
of the Philippines central committee. 
members. But his actions would have 
benefited the enemies of the state," 
Esperon said, referring to Lim’s sup- 
posed plan to join protest rallies on 
Feb. 24. 

“I wish he was not [involved]. But 
the only question I would ask him is, 
had he marched on the streets with 
[protesters], could he have acted ac- 
cording to his oath [of loyalty to the 
chain of command)?” Esperon said. 


Hands off 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said 
Ms Arroyo was taking a hands-off pol- 
icy vis-a-vis the crackdown and was 
confident that “the great majority of 
soldiers remain loyal to the Constitu- 
tion and the rule of law." 

“The President and Commander in 
Chief leaves the AFP command and 
the major services to deal with the 
residual issues of military adventur- 
ism and destabilization,” Bunye said 
ina radio interview. 

He said the crackdown was meant 
to “protect the state and maintain 
peace and order.” 

“The situation might get worse if 
we do not give this a thorough inves- 
tigation,” he said. 

Bunye said that despite the deci- 
sion of some members of the military 
to push for the ouster of the Presi- 
dent, her faith in her troops remained 
strong. 

“The chain of command has shown 
itself to be unbreakable, and the peo- 
ple can be assured that the great ma- 
Jority of our soldiers are on the side of 
the Constitution and the rule of law,” 
he said. 

Bunye lauded the troops, saying: 
“Our soldiers are among the best 
fighters in the war and noble partners 
of the people for peace and communi- 
ty-building. They hold the flag high 
and for their good deeds, we are 
proud of them.” 


‘Boiling inside’ 

But Biazon said the expanded 
crackdown was a sign of the extent of 
military discontent. 

"[Ies] an indication that the „. dis- 
may might be more extensive than 
what it is perceived to be," he said, 
adding: 

“The dismay is boiling inside, 


brought about by a number of issues 
like the corruption in and politiciza- 
tion of the military, and the ... four 
generals in the ‘Hello Garci tapes 
‘who were supposedly used to commit 
election fraud.” 

The “Hello Garci” tapes purported- 
ly contained conversations between 
Ms Arroyo and then Elections Com- 
missioner Virgilio Garcillano suggest- 
ing fraud in the May 2004 presiden- 
tial election. 

Biazon expressed doubt over mili- 
tary claims that General Lim's group 
was plotting a coup. 

“1 don't think there was an attempt 
to mount a coup,” he said. “Even the 
group talking to me said they were 
not talking of a coup and were only 
planning to withdraw {support from 
the chain of command], which was 
institutionalized by [Angelo] Reyes 
and GMA (Ms Arroyo) in 2001.” 

Reyes, then AFP chief, withdrew 
support from then President Joseph 
Estrada and backed the mass of 
protesters on Edsa calling for his 
ouster amid accusations of plunder, 
incompetence and inefficiency. 

‘Two days later, Estrada stepped 
down and Ms Arroyo, then Vice Presi- 
dent, was sworn in as President. 


Dialogue 

Amid the military crackdown, 
Malacafiang is finalizing the details of 
the planned dialogue between the 
President and soldiers “without their 
commanding officers.” 

The dialogue is set for the third 
week of the month. 

Bunye said the dialogue would 
“help clear the air about certain issues 
that are leveled against [the Presi- 
dent] by the opposition." 

“This is the Commander in Chief 
going down to the level of her sol- 
diers, to seek openly what they are 
feeling, which I think will be favor- 
ably looked upon by the military.” Ms 
Arroyo's chief of staff Michael Defen- 
sor told reporters. 

Defensor, whom the President had 
tapped to spearhead reconciliation 
efforts with her political enemies, 
said he needed more time to finalize 
the format and place of the dialogue. 


“Ic depends on the President as to - 


the kind of format she wants, but it's 
possible that only enlisted personnel, 
without their commanding officers, 
will attend. My inclination is for the 
President to go [to the military 
camps) for the dialogue," he said. 

Malacafiang is preparing to hire ex- 
perts to conduct a series of dialogues 
with the soldiers. 

“We want to set this up properly be- 
cause we are dealing with a military 
hierarchy and I might set it up wrong- 
Ју" said Defensor. 

Не hinted that the dialogue might 
be open to media coverage. 


FRANCISCO “Ки” Tatad had the distinction of being the country's youngest press 
secretary, circa 1972, when President Marcos pirated him from his reporter's beat to 


join the Palace crew. 


тотното 


Been there, done that... 
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the government's crackdown on media af- 
ter issuing Presidential Proclamation No. 
1017, which put the country under a state 
of national emergency. 

Тагай, the information minister during 
martial law under the late President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, said all the bad press that Ms 
Arroyo had been receiving was caused by 
her decision to run after a newspaper 

After PP 1017, police raided The Daily 
Tribune office while Philippine National 
Police Director General Arturo Lomibao 
warned media that they should follow gov- 
ernment guidelines on reporting the news 
or face sanctions. 

Тагай made the statement yesterday at a 
forum at the Ambassador Hotel where he 
was a guest together with lawyer Charlie 
Serapio. Forum organizer Sammy Julian 
said guests Pastor "Boy" Saycon and Ra- 
mon Montaño failed to show up because of 
the presence of police in the area. 

According to Tatad, how the media was 
treated under martial law was a “small is- 
зе” but enough to provoke reactions from 
international bodies. 

“That alone was sufficient to send all 
sorts of organizations ... all sorts of media 
practitioners in the free world, to come 
down on Marcos. So let us learn our lesson 
from this," he said. 

After Marcos declared martial law, he or- 
dered the closure of media offices and the 
arrest of journalists like Joaquin "Chino" 
Roces, Max Soliven, Teodoro Locsin Sr, 
Luis Beltran, Juan Mercado and Amando 
Doronila, among other people. 


No press censorship? 

Tatad said yesterday that although me- 
dia establishments were closed as a result 
of martial law, no actual censorship was 
done to the print media. 

What was left of print media, anyway, 
since majority of the publications were 
closed including the Manila Times, Philip- 
pines Herald, Philippines Free Press, the 
Manila Chronicle, Weekly Graphic, The Na- 
tion, The Sun, Daily Star and Asia Philip- 
pines Leader. 

‘The Marcos government also took over 
television and radio stations of ABS-CBN, 
Kanlaon Broadcasting Corp. and the Mani- 
1а Broadcasting Corp. 

“In my recollection, we never actually re- 
sorted to censoring newspapers,” Tatad 
said, adding that those who reviewed 
newspapers’ copies back then were civil- 


ians and not the military or the police. 

It was Tatad who went on national tele- 
vision on Sept. 23, 1972 to announce the 
declaration of martial law. 

The media during martial law, he added, 
practiced self-censorship, which was why 
the Kapisanan ng mga Brodkaster ng Pilip- 
inas was born. 


Ghost from the '70s 

Joel Cadiz, Integrated Bar ofthe Philippines 
president, yesterday warned that although РР 
1017 had been lifted, there remained a ghost. 
from the 705—martal law with a smile. 

The signs were everywhere, Cadiz said 
like the “arrest” of Akbayan Rep. Risa Hon- 
tiveros-Baraquel who was bodily carried by 
police to a van during the rough dispersal 
ofa women's march on March 8. 

The police later said Baraquel was only 
taken to "protect" her from potential vio- 
lence arising from the dispersal. 

But protection from whom? 

Baraquel said the “only violence came 
from them. If 1 really needed protecting, it 
жаз from the Philippine National Police,” she 
said at a press conference called by Akbayan 
to denounce her arrest and detention. 


Smiling martial law 

Cadiz said Baraquel's experience, as well 
as those of University of the Philippines’ 
Professor Randy David and Akbayan pre 
dent Ronald Llamas, who were also arrest- 
ед at another rally in late February, was a 
throwback to the '70s-style leadership. 

“This is what we call smiling martial law. 
‘This is a hallmark of "70s martial law,” he said. 

“Nobody can peacefully assemble. There 
are warrantless arrests. There has been a 
raid on a critical newspaper and confisca- 
tion of its property,” Cadiz said. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel said in the same press conference 
that the people should speak out against 
the curtailment of basic freedoms and civil 
liberties “while we still can.” 

“The first target of an authoritarian 
regime is freedom of speech ... So we must 
resist this creeping martial law,” he said. 

On Monday, Baraquel’s lawyers will file 
charges before the Commission on Human 
Rights, the Ombudsman, the Quezon City 
Regional Trial Court and even the National 
Police Commission, 

Charges were expected to go up to the 
level of Quezon City Police District director 
Chief Supt. Nicasio Radovan Jr, lawyers 
said. With a report from DJ Yap 
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DepEd gives 68 Leyte orphans scholarships Tan, Sy, Zo 
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whom will graduate this month—are assured 
of continued schooling up to college. 

‘The students were attending classes when 
tragedy struck on Feb, 17 in St, Bernard, 
killing 152 people, with over 900 still missing 
and presumed dead. 


Under bishop's care 

Most of the orphaned students are in the 
care of Maasin Bishop Precioso Centillas, 
‘They are staying in a resort in San Juan, rent- 
ей with the help of funds received by the dio- 
cese for the mudslide victims, 

The orphans would also be given basic 
needs and education, Cantillas said. 

"The DepEd project would help students fin- 
ish school, Escobarte said. They could either 
take vocational courses or go to college. 

He said this was DepEd's way of making 
sure the students would have a bright future. 

“We want to help them rebuild their [shat- 
tered] lives,” Escobarte said. 


Five-year project 

“Project Guinsaugon: Tabang Kabataan” is 
envisioned to be a five-year plan or to lastun- 
til the students finish college and gain em- 
ployment, 

Aside from granting financial scholarships 
to students, the project has other major com- 
ponents namely, student health and nutrition, 
student educational insurance, and student 
career guidance. 

‘Components of the program will be undertak- 
еп with the support of the Departments of Health, 
‘of Labor and Employment and Social Welfare and 
Development and other line agencies such as the 
Commission on Higher Education, Technical Edu- 
cation and Skills Development Authority and the 
Philippine Health Insurance Co. 

"The Commission on Audit will also make 
sure collected funds will be deposited in a 


trust fund in the Development Bank of the 
Philippines-Tacloban Branch. 


Donations 

Escobarte said money for the scholarship 
was sourced from the fund-raising conducted 
by the DepEd-8. Since the department started 
Its fund-raising campaign days after the Feb. 
17 tragedy, they were able to collect 
P175,000, he said, 

The amount came from the maintenance 
and operating expenses funds ofthe 10 school 
divisions of the DepEd-8, The regional office 
itself donated P50,000 as an initial fund. 

“We also encouraged all students under the 
supervision of the DepEd to give P25 and our 
teaching and non-teaching personnel to give 
P5 to help the students,” Escobarte said. 

Eastern Visayas has over 28,000 elemen- 
tary and high school students and 27,000 
teaching and non-teaching personnel. 

‘The launching of “Project Guinsaugon: Ta- 
bang Kabataan” was held Thursday at the St. 
Bernard Central School and was attended by 
Regional Director Sol Matugas, Violeta Alocil- 
ja, schools division superintendent of South- 
ern Leyte and Escobarte himself. 

Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette Lerias, Rep. 
Roger Mercado and St. Bernard Mayor Maria 
Lim were also present. 

During the launch, all 68 student-survivors 
were given cash of P500. “The money is for them 
to use for their personal needs," Escobarte said. 


166 orphans 

Social Welfare and Development Secretary 
Esperanza Cabral yesterday unveiled a com- 
prehensive rehabilitation plan for victims and 
survivors of the landslide, which left some 
166 children orphaned 

Of this number, 66 children lost both parents 
while 100 children lost a mother or a father. 

Cabral said the DSWD would provide edu- 
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cational assistance to 110 orphans in the high 
school level, This would be done in close coor- 
dination with the DepEd. 

Cabral said the DSWD, the lead agency ofthe 
Relief and Rehabilitation Service Committee of 
the National Disaster Coordinating Counell, 
wanted to make sure thatthe relief and rehabil- 
{tation assistance being provided to the disaster 
victims were responsive to their needs, 

“Given the magnitude of the effect of the 
landslide in St. Bernard, the NDCC has identi- 
fied the tasks of different government agen- 
cies in bringing normalcy back to the affected 
families and communities,” she said, 


Livelihood programs 

Among these programs and services were 
housing and livelihood assistance, as well as 
family and community disaster preparedness 
training to priority barangay. 

Under the housing program, the victims’ 
families would be provided with an environ- 
ment-friendly and structurally strong shelter 
units that could withstand forces of nature 
such as typhoons, earthquakes and flooding. 

Cabral said that the US Marines, who had been 
actively involved in the digging operation in 
Leyte, had committed to build two condominiums 
ina safe area by May this year to serve as tempo- 
rary shelters for the victims and other survivors. 

То meet the subsistence requirement of the 
1,828 displaced families, Cabral said the DSWD 
Would provide Food-for-Work program by at- 
tracting them to undertake preparedness, miti- 
gation and rehabilitation activities in their com- 
munities or in the evacuation centers. The rate 
of assistance would be a minimum of P200 per 
person per day or its equivalent in food. 

Also, the DSWD, with the help of other de- 
partments such as health, interior and local 
government and labor, would provide small 
business management and small start-up cap- 
ital from P5,000 to P10,000 per family. 


рој, BIR blame each other for bungled smuggling 


From раја! 

Former Internal Revenue Commissioner 
Guillermo L. Parayno Jr., who was then at the 
forefront of the renewed drive of the Arroyo 
administration against smuggling, had re- 
peatedly asked Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez in 2005 to bring Lee and his dummies to 
court, tono avail. 


SEC revoked resignation 

Documents obtained by the INQUIRER 
showed that the SEC registration of Nitoka In- 
dustrial Corp, Mitsuko Philippines Corp., 
Columbia Sports Philippines Inc. and Pine 
River International Corp. were all revoked on 
Sept. 29, 2003. 

Gerardo del Rosario, assistant director for 
corporate filing and records, cited the failure 
ofthe four corporations to file financial state- 
ments for years 2002 and 2003 as the reason 
for the revocation of their registration. 

Ай four corporations also failed to file their 
income tax returns for the taxable years 2002 
and 2003. 

‘The Inquren tried to call Del Rosario yester- 
day to check whether the four firms had renewed 
their SEC registration but he was in a meeting. 


Close to Mike A 

‘The Senate earlier tagged Lee as among the 
suspected smugglers along with Vicky Toh and 
Lucio Lao Co, who were purportedly close to 
First Gentleman Jose Miguel "Mike" Arroyo. 

‘On Sunday, police arrested Lee at the Ninoy 
‘Aquino International Airport upon his arrival 
from Hong Kong for allegedly ordering the di- 
version of three container vans of plastic resin 
from a customs bonded warehouse to a pri- 
vate company in Valenzuela City. 

‘Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
said the container vans were declared to con- 
tain items like garments accessories and pack- 
aging materials. 

Аз a result, Lee was charged with violating 
the Tariff and Customs Code of the Philippines. 

He was released Wednesday after posting a 
P360,000 bail set Бу a Quezon City Regional 
‘Trial Court. 

‘Though he's now ош оп bail, Lee would not 
be able to leave the country after he and eight 
other suspected smugglers were yesterday 
placed on the Bureau of Immigration’s 
hold-departure list. 

Senior State Prosecutor Edwin Dayog, who 
had dismissed the P151-million tax evasion 
case against Columbia in October 2005, said 
that it was obvious that the changes in the set 
of officials running Columbia was not reflect- 
ed in the SEC records on which the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue based its complaint. 

The BIRS Run After Tax Evaders had said that 
officers of the three firms—Columbia, Mitsuko 
and Pine—were Lee's dummies. Lee was listed 
as one of the corporate officers of Nitoka. 


Large-scale smuggling 

АВІА official, who asked not to be named, 
told the Ingumer yesterday that Lee's firms 
could be charged with "misrepresentation" 
and “large-scale smuggling,” 

‘The source cited as example the case of Ni- 
тойа, a duly organized industrial corporation 
engaged in manufacturing, assembling, recon- 
ditioning, importing, exporting, buying, sell 
ing or otherwise dealing in retail goods such as 

lustrial machinery "of every type and na- 
ture, including accessories and spare parts.” 

Tn reality, however, the firm imported raw 
materials such as resin but sold them to the do- 
mestic market instead of exporting the finished 
products as mandated by law, said the source. 

"Thats mistepresentation. They availed 
themselves of the tax incentives for imported 
raw materials, only to smuggle the goods in 
local markets," said the source, who added 
that the government lost billions of pesos in 


revenues over the years. 

The cases of Nitoka and the other firms 
have yet to be resolved by the DOJ, while 
Columbia's was dismissed in October 2005. 

In an interview the other day, Dayog 
claimed that the previous stockholders of 
Columbia signed a deed of assignment trans- 
ferring stocks to another set of owners. “On 
that basis, I dismissed the complaint,” he said. 


Not proper respondents 

"The respondents were initially stockholders 
of Columbia, but during taxable year 2002 and 
2003, a new set of officers came in. So they are 
not the proper respondents in the case. That's 
the basis for my dismissal,” Dayog said. 

But lawyer Joan Agbeppa of the BIR's КАТЕ 
task force said that although there was a trans- 
fer of shares of stock, the tax liability was not ex- 
tinguished by the mere assignment of shares. 

‘The tax evasion case against Columbia was 
filed in April 2005 with the DOJ which took 
only six months to dismiss the case. 

Agbeppa lamented that Gonzalez's action 
in the case of Columbia prevented the 
cash-strapped Arroyo administration from 
collecting Р151 million in taxes. 

Agbeppa had filed a motion for reconsider- 
ation which is still pending with the DOJ. 

The case against Columbia stemmed from 
its nonfiling of tax returns for 2002 and 2003 
although it imported P599 million worth of 
goods in 2002 and P2.8 billion in 2003. 


P10-M payola? 


‘Columbia is engaged in manufacturing, im- 
porting, exporting, buying and selling gloves, 
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mittens, hats, garments, textiles, bags and 
other related goods. 

According to the BIR, the tax liability of 
Columbia amounted to P26,503,450 in 2003, 
and P125,258,676 in 2003. 

DOJ' hasty dismissal of the PL51-million гах 
evasion case filed against Columbia has sparked 
rumors of an alleged P10-million payola. 

But Gonzalez was quick to deny the ru- 
mors, saying the allegations were "unfair" to. 
officials of the DOJ. 

"It's too big ... When we speak of amounts 
like that, that will surely be known,” Gonzalez. 
said in a news briefing with DOJ reporters. 

Atleast three DOJ officials, who asked not to 
be named, said that of the amount, P4 million to 
PS million went to the "Office of the Secretary" 

Gonzalez said the case against Columbia was 
dismissed because of the failure of BIR lawyers 
to charge the right set of officials who allegedly 
incurred the tax liabilities in 2002-2003. 

Supporting the decision of Dayog, Gonzalez 
said that including the names of the new offi- 
cials in the complaint would be unfair to them. 

But BIR officials said Dayog should not 
have readily dismissed the complaint. 

“The new owners were deemed impleaded 
in the complaint because they fall under per- 
sons listed as John Does and Jane Does in our 
original complaint,” Estela Valdez-Sales, BIR 
acting assistant commissioner for inspection 
service, told the Inquirer yesterday. 

Having learned the names of the new offi- 
cers from the original respondents, he said 
Dayog should have ordered them to implead 
the new set of officials in order to save the 
case. With a report from Leila В. Salaverria 
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Stewart, who debuted on the list 
last year despite serving a five- 
month prison term, and then 
found that freedom doesn’t pay 
as her net worth declined to $500 
million after her release. 

‘The 2006 roster counted bll- 
lionaires from 49 countries, with 
the Czech Republic making its 
first appearance, and New 
Zealand and Lebanon both re- 
turning after an absence of sever- 
alyears. 

‘The United States boasted 371 
names on the list with a collective 
net worth of $1.1 trillion, while 
Europe's 196 billionaires erijoyed 
combined wealth of $802 billion. 


Rising star Russia 

Europe's rising star was Russia, 
with 33 names including seven 
new faces, 

"Russia continues to astound,” 
said Kroll. “For a long time there 
жеге questions about where they 
got their money ... but now the 
story is just the enormous wealth 
that is being created from strong 
commodities markets there.” 

In the Asia-Pacific те 
gion—home to 115 billion- 
aires—the standout was India 
which added 10 new faces to a to 
tal of 23 on the list with a com- 
bined worth of $99 billion, 60 
percent more than last year. 

China saw its presence in the 
rankings grow from just two bil 
lionaires last year to eight. 

Of the 793 who made the glob- 
alist, 452 were self-made billion 
aires. 

The number of women in 
creased by 10 from the previous 
year to 78 and included US talk 
show queen Oprah Winfrey who 
pulled in an extra $100 million 
over the year to rank S62nd over- 
all with $1.4 billion. 

New York has the highest num. 
ber of resident billionaires with 
40. Moscow is second with 25 
andlondonthirdwith23, AFP 


BILLIONAIRES ROW 


Rank Name Citizenship 


United States 
United States 
Mexico. 
Sweden 
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global economy is growing,” said 
Forbes editor in chief Steve 
Forbes, 

“In the last few years the global 
economy has grown at rates not 
seen since the end of World War 
II. It is phenomenal and it’s been 
fueled by a commodities boom,” 
Forbes said, 

The summit of the cash moun- 
tain һай a familiar look with 
Gates followed by investment 
wizard and perennial runner-up, 
Warren Buffett, with а $42-bil- 
lion fortune. Buffett's pile has 
fallen by $2 billion, however, 

Mexican telecom magnate Car- 
los Slim jumped a place to third 
with $30 billion, while Ikea 
founder Ingvar Kamprad of Swe- 
den moved up two spots to fourth 
with $28 billion. 

Indian steel magnate Lakshmi 
Mittal dropped two places to fifth 
with $23.5 billion—down $1.5 
billion. 

Newcomers in the top 10 chart 
included the French luxury retail- 
ег Bernard Аташ who made 
seventh spot with $21.5 billion, 
and Hong Kong tycoon Li Ka- 
shing in 10th place with $18.8 
billion. 


Youngest, oldest 

Hind Hariri, the 22-year-old 
daughter of slain Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafiq Hariri, beat out 
Germany's Prince Albert von 
Thurn und Taxis by eight months 
for the tile of the worlds 
youngest billionaire, 

At the other end of the age 
spectrum was American John 
Simplot, 96, who made his for- 
tune processing potatoes. 

Thirty-nine people fell off the 
Forbes list, victims of market 
forces, dubiouis ethics and, in 11 
cases, death. 

Notable disappearances in- 
cluded US lifestyle guru Martha 


Wiliam Gates I 
Warren Buffett 
Carlos Sim Hoy 

var Kamprad 
Жылт Mikal 
Paul Allen Gita States 
Bemard Arnault 
Banca атау, Bin Tall Alsaud Saudi Arabia 
Kenneth Thomson à famiy Canada 
И Ка-ап HongKong 
Roman Afamovich Russia 
Michael Dell United States. 
Кап Albrecht Germany 
Sheldon Adelson United 

; Liane Bettencourt France. 

Lawrence Ellison. United States 

; Christy Walon United States 
Jim Walton. United States 
S Robson Walton United States 
Alice Walton’ Опей States 
Lucio Tan Phitppines. 

Philippines 

Philippines 
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Floor Mounted 
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Free Installation! —— , 
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Curricula 


ОР, Ateneo, DLSU 
‘Trained Teachers 


Child Centered and 
Airconditioned Classrooms 


Programs 


EARLY ACHIEVERS' LEARNING CENTER 
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64501. Rivera ЕЕ 365-2424 
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Call: (632) 633-8752 & (632) 633-8753 


Visit our showroom at: 


— Hino. ape Edsa Corner Madison Street. Mandal = 


NEGOSYO BA HANAP MO? 
DITO KA NA SA MM, 


ma, ы, m зү 
| Transfer of existing distribution POE and tolling services 


per given exclusive area (Supermarket, groceries etc.) 
For inquiries and additional intormation: 


Look for Tel #: (02) 367-7131 
JESSIE URBINA Mobile #: 0919-4837547 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. SATURDAY, MARCH 1 


me WORLD pe 
Dubai firm dumps US ports 


WASHINGTON—A DUBAIGOVERNMENTOWNED the deal, which would have given, 

rhe а DP World operational control of 
company said Thursday it will sell its US port opera- ports in Baltimore, New York, Mi- 
tions in a move that spared President George W. Bush -— eek Nos Orleans 

5 and Philadelphia. 

ashowdown with Congress. DP World said that the UAE 
Dubai Ports World (DP World) US Treasury “to implement that prime minister, Sheikh Mo- 
madethe announcementafterlead- decision." алтей bin Rashid al-Maktoum, 
ing Republicans told Bush that Тһе White House signaled re- had advised the company that the 
Congress would block the takeover. lief at the move. ed by 2 disposal was the appropri. A 5 I Bush t Wen 

“Because of the strong relations Asked if the sale announced by ate course to take" in the interest 
between the United Arab Emirates DP World would end theriftwiththe ofthe UAE and the United States. mericans no longer see bush as strong leader 
and the United States and to pre- Republican-controlled Congress, Тһе company previously had WASHINGTON—AGROWING spotupon which Bushhasstaked the survey explains why their 
Serve that relationship, DP World White House spokesperson Scott agreed toa new 45-day review of numberof people, particularly his presidency. Nearly70 percent lawmakers are rushing to dis- 
has decided to transfer fully the US McClellan said: “I think so." the deal by US authorities. Republicans, disapprovesof of peoplesaythe USisonthe tance themselves from Bush on a 
operations of P and О Ports North The divestment "provides а Тһе announcement was made President George W. Bush's per- wrong track, a6-pointjumpsince range of issues—port security, 
America to a United States entity” way forward and allows us to as DP World earlier said it had formance, questions hischarac- February immigration, spending, warrant- 
said a company statement read by continue working on other im- completed the — $6.9-billion terandnolongerconsidershim “Tm not happy with how less eavesdropping and trade, for 
Republican Sen. John Warner. portant priorities," he said. takeover of British firm Peninsu- a strong leader against terror- things are going," said Margaret example. 

“This decision is based on an McClellan said the White House lar and Oriental Steam Naviga- ism, according toan AP-Ipsos Campanelli, a retiree in Nor- The poll suggests that most 
understanding that DP World will had nothing to do with the sale. tion Company (P and О). polldocumentingone ofthe wich, Connecticut, who said she Americans wonder whether Bush 
have time to effect the transfer in “Thiswastheirdecision,"hesaid. Before the statement was is- bleakest points ofhis presiden- tends to vote Republican. “I'm is up to the job. The survey, con- 
an orderly fashion and that DP Details of the transfer were not sued it became clear the Senate су. particularly not happy with ducted Monday through Wednes- 
World will not suffer economic immediately disclosed. would back бесе and ^ NearyfouroutoffiveAmeri- Iraq, nothappy withhow things day of 1,000 people, found that 
loss," the statement said. ‘Warmer read the company widespread Republican and cans, including 70 percent ofRe- worked with Hurricane Katri- just 37 percent approve of his 

‘The company said it was look- statement as the Senate began Democratic opposition to the publicans, believecivilwarwill па" overall performance. That is the 
ing forward to working with the debating legislation on blocking deal, over security concerns. AFP breakoutinIraq—the bloody hot Republican Partyleaderssaid lowest of his presidency. АР 


Bomb hits Thailand, but Thaksin won’t declare emergency 


BANGKOK—THAILAND'S TOP Chidchai Vanasathidya, the deputy The tiny explosion caused litle “Otherwise, the conditions tacks were the work of the same 
security official Friday eased prime minister responsible for se- damage but shook the already jit- would not warrant it. The person,” Thaksin said. 

fears the government would de- curity issues, told reporters. tery capital and sparked concerns protesters demonstrate peaceful- А similar bomb exploded on 
clare emergency rule amid a  Chidchai spoke one day after a іп the media about a coup or ly They never destroy public Feb. 22 outside the offices of San- 
deepening political crisis, a day small bomb blast outside the offi- emergency rule. property or engage in violence,” ti Asoke, a banned Buddhist 
after a small bomb exploded out- cial residence in Bangkok of Prem “Тһе government could cite  hesaid. fringe group led by Chamlong 
side the home of а senior royal Tinsulanonda, the chief adviser to. thebombasareasontodeclare Thaksin denounced Фе Srimuang, Thaksin's former men- 
adviser. King Bhumibol Adulyadejandare- emergency rule,” said Suriya- bomber as he met with senior of- ког who has become a key leader 

“te all depends on the situation, spected former prime minister. sai Katasila, a spokesperson  ficialsin Bangkok. of the movement to oust him. 

and the current situation does not Hours after the blast, the army for the People's Alliance for "Icondemntheuseofanykind Thaksin, in what has become a 
require the declaration ofa state of commander reassured the publicfor Democracy, which has orga- of violence, and I do not want to near-daily pledge, reiterated that 
emergency We will have to wait фе second time in two weeks that nized mass protests against the see any violence. | think that the he would not resign under pres- 
and see how the situation evolves,” the military would not stageacoup. premier. most recent two го бее bombat- sure from protesters. ‘AFP 


Yao Ming bests Taiwan cops find $400M 


‘geisha’ as China со | in laundering crackdown 
No. 1 celebrity i са TAPE линарес sures accounts wem immediatly 


have arrested 22 men and confis- frozen, he added. 
HONG KONG—NBA STAR YAO MING TOPPED cated nearly 20 billion Taiwan The other 21 suspected members 
Forbes magazine's annual mainland Chinese dollars (055625 million) after ofthe ring were nabbed in 17 raids 
celebrity rankings for the second consecuti э cracking the island's largest mon- all over the island, Hsiao said. 
year, but "Memoirs of a Geisha" star Zhang Zi на, ey laundering operation, prose- Іл allegedly engaged in massive US to close 
dropped a spot to No. 3. Ў х, cutors said Friday. money laundering in several loca- 
She was replaced by actress Zhou Xun, ће Ё $*$ Lu Po-hsien, suspected master- tions including China, Hong Kong, ся 
star of the musical movie “Perhaps Love." 2 mind of the money-laundering the Philippines and Singapore Iraq prison 
Director Zhang Yimou and pop diva Faye ring, was arrested Thursdayathis through phony companies he set up 
Wong dropped out of the top 10 after relative- { : home where police discovered in Taiwan and the Cayman Islands. f , 
ly low-profile years in 2005. E 400 million dollars in cash and The ring is suspected of laun- 01 SHAME 
Li Yuchun, winner of China's successful 173 billion in cashier’s checks, dering more than 100 billion dol- 
inging contest in 2005—the = said Hsiao Yu-cheng, head of the lars in the last six years from lot- BAGHDAD—The US military 
equivalent of “American à | e Chiayi prosecutors office in terygambling onlinesportsgam- prison at Abu Ghraib, Saddam 
Idol”—cracked the top 10, landing at No.6. — ats southern Taiwan. bling, loan sharking, kidnapping — Hussein's torture center that be- 
Famed art-house director Chen Kaige was a ‘Some 1.7 billion dollars in Lu's and swindling. AFP came a symbol of shame for the 
big mover, rocketing from outside the top 100 i , American occupation of Iraq, is to 
to No. 8, thanks to the buildup for his new 1 ; close within months, the military 
Die mythology flek The Promise" : 9 Japanese dead in two Кера 
The Forbes annual ranking, posted on its у * Its 4,500 inmates, held on sus- 
website Friday, is based on income and media ici di icion of insurgent activity, will 
exposure within China. separate suicide pacts Be transferred to a new айлу ar 
Rounding out the top 10 are singer-actress the nearby Baghdad airport mili- 
Zhao Wei, at No. 4, Olympic gold medalist hur- TOKYO—NINE PEOPLE WERE burners were still smoking in the tary base and other camps, а 
ler Liu Xiang at No. 5 and actress Fan Bingbing А found dead by asphyxiation this саг when the bodies were found, spokesperson said. 
at Мо. 7. In ninth and 10th place were singer week in two apparent suicide andthewindowshadbeensealed —Purpose-built new cells at 
Sun Nan and actress Li Bingbing respectively. pacts, the latest victims in an with tape. Authorities thought Camp Cropper, presently an ex- 
Actress Zhang's co-star in "Memoirs of a alarming surge in the number of the six met over the Internet be- clusive compound for Saddam 
Geisha,” Gong Li, was No. 13. English Premier Japanese killing themselves in fore dying together in a forested and 100 or so other high-security 
League soccer player Sun Jihai was ranked f$ groups, police said Friday. area on Thursday night. inmates, will provide better con- 
No. 23. ‘A group of six bodies—five men А separate group of three bod- ditions, US officials said. 
According to Forbes, Yao raked in 170 mil- and one woman in their 20s—was ies—one man and two wom- In all, 14,589 people are held 
lion Chinese yuan (US$21.1 million; eu- К discovered early Friday in a carin en—was discovered on Wednes- іп four US sites in Iraq, more than 
1017.7 million) in 2005. He was showed on i Chichibu, about 80 kilometers day in Aomori, 575 kilometers half of them at Camp Bucca in the 
Chinese TV 228 times, mentioned in newspa- i northwest of Tokyo, said Ichiro northeast of Tokyo, a police offi- southern desert. 
pers 8,050 times and made four magazine Fukumoto, a spokesperson with cial said on condition of “Ме will transfer operations 
covers, Yao was searched on the Intemet (5. z Chichibu police. anonymity, citing department from Abu Ghraib to the new 
nearly four million times. AP “MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA” actress Ziyi: - Fukumoto said three charcoal rules. AP Camp Cropper once construction 
is completed there," Lt. Col. Keir- 


UN staff votes ‘no confidence’ over Annan reform plans “шы 


set, but the plan is to accomplish 


UNITED NATIONS—THE UN ture, all staff may be at risk” and supported the exoneration of the Assembly on Tuesday and urged Staff Union attended by over 500 pee НО wes 
Staff Union handed Secretary expressed"astatementofnoconfi. UN's top investigator, Dileep Nair, itsl9lmemberstoinvestinman- UN employees. Union leaders "The buildings at Abu Ghraib, 
General Kofi Annan ап over- dence in the secretary general and of allegations of favoritism and agement reform so the UN can said it was approved overwhelm. wrist include the original 1960s, 
whelming vote of no-confidence his senior management team.” misconduct. But at the time, union help millions of people around ingly, with two people voting “no” pois Бо jail and surrounding 
Kver his fans to overhaul United Тһе staff revokes just the latest president Rosemarie Waters said the world facing hunger disease, and fewer than 1Oabstentions. — tented eamp that has sprung up un- 
Nations’ operations, the latest in inaseries of problems the UN chief members still had confidence in violence and terrorism. Over half the UN's 30,000 Gerus el wil T i р т. 
astring of setbacks for the leader. has been forced to confront in re- the secretary general. ‘The management overhaul civilian staff are now based in v ќе oe chee pris 

The union, representing more cent months, including heavy criti- UN spokesperson Stephane Du- won initial support from the Unit- the field, and one of the key pro- aq. Sea елери y 
than 5,000 staff at UN headquar- cism of his management in the jamicaskedio respond to the latest ed States and the European  posalsisto match their pay and oe эзне чим tong 
ters, said Thursday it was dis- scandal surrounding the UN oil- allegations, said: “We fully under- Union. But Annan and his senior benefits to the higher salaries у some ши “ vdd d 
mayed at many proposals in An- _for-food program for Iraq. stand that these are unsettling times team faced strong objections and benefits of staff from other 4,000 people Dod execute be 
mam's blueprint, especially the Annan has also struggled to for the staff but we encourage all from UN staff, especially about UN organizations at a cost of the prison in 1984, earning the 
fall to consider outsourcing a va- deal with allegations of sexual staff whetherin New York or around outsourcing and job security, ata US$280 million (euro235 mil. Western Baghdad suburb a sinis- 
riety of UN services from transla- abuse by UN peacekeepers аз the world to read thereport fully” raucous and contentious meeting lion) annually. ter reputation among Iraqis living 
tions to billing. well as the fallout from corrup- “We look forward to the con- Tuesday afternoon. Annan held a video session under Saddam. 

"Тһе disappearance of perma- tion charges linked to how the tinuing dialogue we will have — TheStaffUnionvoteofnoconf with civilian staff in the five But it was photographs pub- 
ment appointments and а new UN awards work contracts. with the Staff Union and the dis- dence, however, does not affect the largest peacekeeping missions on lished іп 2004 of US soldiers 
policy on job mobility withoutjob п November 2004, a resolution cussion that managers will be status of the reforms. The key body ‘Thursday and received strong abusing prisoners, some naked, 
Poly implied a “fundamental adopted by the union's executive having with their own staff in forthe fae of the reform efforts support for the reforms, a senior ог threatened with snarling dogs, 
attack against the international body the Staff Council, strongly each department,” he said. the 191-member General Assembly. UN official said, speaking on con- that gave it global notoriety and 
civil service," it said. Hicied senior UN management Annan presented his proposal The resolution was adopted at dition of anonymity because the made it a touchstone for critics of 

"The resolution said “in the fu- and expressed regret that Annan foranoverhaultothe UNGeneral ап emergency meeting of the session was private AP the occupation of frag Reuters 
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IRAQI girl inconsolable over 
father's killing in an early 
morning raid. 
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FINALISTS 
Sor the 
RAMON ABOITIZ AWARD 
for Exemplary Individual 


Margarita T. Dela Cruz 


* of Gulan, Eastern Samar - Grasssoots Scientist. 


Hadja Bainon С. Karon 


of Kabuswan. Cotabato City - Revolutionary Royal, 


Fr, Roberto С. Layson, ОМ! 


of Pitit, North Cotabato - Missionary Peace Builder, 


Mayor Ramon А. Piang 


ори, Mogqutanaa - Unifer of multicultural Upi 


Domingo D. Тайепа 


of Toril, Davao Cuy - Philippine Eagle Conservationist 
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FINALISTS 
, forthe 
EDUARDO ABOITIZ AWARD 
for Outstanding Institution 


Brokenshire Integrated Health Ministries luc. 
їп Davao City < Mabilizer of Communay Health and Development 


Lihok Pilipina Foundation, Inc. 
in Cebu C - Protector of omen and Children 


Mabarlika Charity Foundation, Ine. 
în Divo Ciny - Surgeon to the Barrios 


Mahintana Foundation, Inc. 
in Polomolok, South Cotabato - патат of Land and Sea 


Save Mindanuo Volunteers Inc. 
їп Butuan Cty - Champlons of the Marsh 
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Beyond customs 


Е CUSTOMS OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES, 


who have somehow managed to keep their reputa- 
tion clean, admit, not without some embarrass- 
ment, that their bureau is one of the most corrupt agen- 
cies of government. Thus, it is not unusual that people 
like Samuel Lee prosper fabulously. What is unusual is 
that Lee was arrested early this week. 
Lee is described by a police official as 
EDITORIAL “the most notorious smuggler of plastic 
resin.” Another police official said Lee is 
among the “well-entrenched” smugglers who are considered 
“untouchable.” Officials also say Lee, who has been in the 
business since 2001, is widely known in the customs area to 
be a close associate of two siblings who are specially close to 
the heart of somebody with strong links to Malacafiang. 


(Following are excerpts from a speech I deliv- 
ered before the Mapa High School Class of 1951 
during their Emerald Anniversary Celebration 
recently. This may be of interest to all alumni of 
‘our common Alma Mater as well as high school 
graduates in general.) 


who must think me a complete idiot for not 

mastering the computer. We made do with the 

SEPARATE " now obsolete typewriter that they cannot oper- 
OPINION ае 
d Т can't resist mentioning at this point that I 

was the first editor of the Mapazette. We pub. 
lished its first issue in 1940 and I am elated 
that it is still going strong now, and with the 


ALTHOUGH YOU AND му cass GRaDuar- /Sagani A. Cruz ! 
some masthead that Mrs. England designed 66 


ей in different years, we are all bound by the 


But Lee was arrested last March 6 in connection with a. 
shipment of plastic resin, valued.at some P3.5 million, 
that was diverted from a customs bonded warehouse. He 
got into deeper trouble when he offered P350,000 for his 
freedom to arresting police officers. On March 8, he was 
charged with three counts of technical smuggling. 

Lee is supposed to be the first big fish caught in the latest 
campaign against big-time smugglers launched last Jan- 
чагу upon orders of the President, following a series of re- 
ports linking Vicky Toh, a former secretary of First Gentle- 
man Jose Miguel Arroyo, and her brother Tom to the ille- 
gal activity. But instead of raising hope that a crackdown 
has begun, his arrest has only raised questions about how 
far the campaign would go. The identities of other big- 
time smugglers are common knowledge in customs circles. 
In fact, the Bureau of Customs is supposed to keep an “or- 
der of battle” containing the names of at least 200 big-time 
smugglers. So what action, if any, has been taken against 
the many others whose names are on that list? 

But then, this is not the first “crackdown” against srmug- 
glers announced by the Arroyo administration. In the last 


same affection for our common alma mater, tained their scholastic standing. To this ау, І years ago. 


‘That is what really matters. We are all of us 
thrilled by the wistful remembrances of our 
years at Mapa High School—of our halcyon 
youth, our adolescent loves, our lasting friend- 
ships, our audacious dreams and the buoyant 
feeling that we were teenagers and, therefore, 
invincible 

Let me reminisce with you and talk of my 
treasured recollections of Mapa High School. 
‘They are to me like caresses from the past. 

То begin with, let me recall that we in our 
day did not know who Mapa was, much less 
Arellano, Araullo and Torres, after whom the 
other public high schools in Manila then were 
named. We didn't even have a picture of Mapa 
in our old wooden school, and our teachers did 
not tell us who he was, perhaps because they 
did not know him either. 

Victorino Mapa, born in Capiz on Feb. 25, 
1852, was an associate justice and later Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Philip- 
pines, He was one of the three Filipinos first 
appointed to that high tribunal during the 
American regime, together with Cayetano 


don't know why it was called Section 16 in- 
stead of Section 1 

Going to and from school, we all walked ex- 
cept fora few who were prosperous enough, or 
too pampered, to prefer private cars or public 
transportation. It was fun for classmates to 
fetch each other and stroll together rain or 
shine. It was also healthier and saved us the- 
ater money to see Errol Flynn and Olivia de 
Havilland fall in love or watch Betty Grable 
dance to the music of Glenn Miller. 

‘Our school was pretty tame and formal com- 
pared to the more casual and less inhibited 
manner of present-day institutions of learning. 
Our principal was Mrs. Sarah M. England, a 
tall American lady who was strict but kind and 
motherly. The faculty came properly attired, 
the men in white drill suits and the ladies in 
decorous dresses. We boys wore khaki pants 
and cotton or rayon shirts and the girls came in 
demure blouses and modest skirts. 

At that time, as far as 1 know, all the girls 
were still virgins and so too, I think, were the 
boys. 


Our student body was disciplined and gave 
по trouble to the teachers. There were no drug 
problems then and even cigarettes were un 
popular, Coca-Cola was generally ignored and 
gathered dust on the display shelves, the stu 
dents preferring the local sarsaparilla and 
lemonada or kalamansi juice. The boys did not 
dye their hair and the girls did not wear 
miniskirts or jeans and make-up. We had only 
опе homosexual in the whole school and he 
was not a student but a teacher. 

"We were the last class to graduate in March 
‘of 1941 before the Pacific War broke out in De- 
cember. The boys were handsome in coat and 
tie and the girls looked radiant in their white 
gowns. Our guest speaker was a distinguished 
educator but I can't remember what he said be 
cause nobody ever listens to commencement 
addresses. And also, I am afraid, to speeches 
like this one I am about to conclude. 

1 have purposely avoided choosing a more 
serious topic for this talk because I did not 
want co mar the joyful spirit of this celebration 
Your emerald anniversary should be enjoyed 


five years, it has trumpeted various measures that were 
supposed to plug a hole that drains the government of as 
much as P100 billion in revenues yearly by some estimates. 
The President has seldom missed the opportunity to an- 
ounce the filing of charges against smugglers and their co- 
horts in customs or the creation of anti-smuggling teams. In 
2002, for instance, she formed the Anti-Smuggling Intelli- 
gence and Investigation Center. In 2004, she designated In- 
terior Secretary Angelo Reyes as head of the newly created 
Office of the Anti-Smuggling Presidential Adviser and cre- 
ated the National Task Force on Anti-Smuggling. In January 
2005, Reyes announced the deployment of elite units com- 
posed of “highly trained and crack” AFP and PNP operatives 


Arellano and Florentino Torres, in 1901. Trans- Our medium of instruction was English. Lit- without the intrusion of the malignant prob. 
ferred to the Cabinet in 1913, he succeeded erature was emphasized, and we learned lems bedeviling our country. If we have to wor 
Arellano in 1920 and retired in 1927. about Tennyson and Keats and Charles Dickens гу about them again tomorrow, we should at 
Before the war, applicants for enrollment in аз well as “Thanatopsis” and Longfellows"Hi- least be festive together tonight, on this SSth 
the public high schools in Manila took intelli- awatha.” How we hated Silas Marner! But we anniversary of your graduation from our cher 
gence tests not for the purpose of admission liked Portia in "The Merchant of Venice” and ished Мара High School. 
but of classification. In Mapa, the best students Mercutio in "Romeo and Juliet.” ‘Thank you very much for allowing me to еп. 
were assigned to the premier Section 16, However, we did not know much about јоу it with you. This tottering old man feels he 
where they remained as long as they main- modern technology unlike my grandchildren is 17 again, 


What makes pilots special? 


to hunt down big-time smugglers. 


In May 2005, charges were filed against oil company ex- 
ecutives in what Department of Finance officials touted as 
the start of a crackdown against smuggling. Earlier, lifestyle 
checks were conducted on some customs officials and a 
number were found to have amassed unexplained wealth. 
Only last Jan. 25, Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales vowed to file 32 cases against suspected smugglers 
to prove the bureau’s commitment to stop technical smug- 


gling. 


But after all the noise about going after smugglers and 
corrupt customs officials, has anybody been jailed? One 
customs official, who failed the lifestyle check and was re- 
portedly charged with violation of the anti-graft law, is 
back as deputy commissioner. It seems all the much-pub- 
licized programs to combat smuggling and corruption in 
the BOC have come to naught, Smuggling remains 


widespread and intractable as ever. 


However, to blame this problem wholly on the Arroyo 
administration may be unfair. Smuggling goes way, way 
back to as long as anyone cares to remember. It has flour- 
ished from one administration to another. But remark- 
ably, the key players have largely remained the same. On- 


ly the conductors have changed. 


A few months from now, expect another “crackdown” 
to be announced. But sooner than later, Sammy Lee could 
be back to his merry old ways. He seems to live a charmed 
existence. Unlike most others who languish in jail before 
their cases move, the wheel of justice seems to turn like a 
well-greased machine for him. A P150-million tax eva- 
sion case filed against him and his business partners last 
year was dismissed by the Department of Justice a few 
months later. In just a couple of days, the recent bribery 
case against him was downgraded to the lesser charge of 
corrupting a public officer, and soon thereafter he was 
freed after posting bail. This is one more case that sug- 
gests that we should look beyond the smugglers and the 


BOC to get to the root of the problem. 
t r 


THE MIGRANT WORKERS AND OVERSEAS 
Filipinos Act (RA 8042) empowers the govern- 
ment to suspend or ban the deployment of mi- 
grant workers in pursuit of the national inter- 
est or when public welfare so requires it. It is 
this provision that is now being used to justify 
the imposition of a three- to five-year ban on 
the overseas employment of—guess who?— 
airline pilots. 

Oh, sure, the chair of the House committee 
on labor and employment, Rep. Roseller Bari- 
naga, included aircraft personnel, information. 
technology (IT) engineers and electronic tech- 
nicians as part of the brain drain that he says is 
debilitating the country, He also mentioned in 
passing the shortage of doctors, teachers and 
health industry workers (which presumably 
includes nurses, whom he does not specifically 
mention). But the figures he cited have to do 
mostly with pilots. 

Which immediately raises warning flags. Af- 
ter all, one would have thought that the exo- 
dus of doctors and nurses and teachers would 
have the most far-reaching and long-run nega- 
tive effects on the country’s human develop- 
‘ment—and yet no one is suggesting a ban on 
their leaving. So what makes pilots so special? 

The answer can be gleaned from various 
news reports. Reading them, it becomes obvi- 
ous that banning pilots from working for for- 
eign airlines will benefit Lucio Tan and his two 
airlines—mainly Philippine Airlines, which 
employs more than half of all commercial pi- 
loss. His minions relate it to national interest in 
the following manner: Because of the pilot ex- 
odus (about 60 a year), the number of PAL 
flights have to be reduced, depriving the Fil- 
ipino people of much needed airline service, 
ie., what is bad for Tan and PAL is bad for the 
country, A media campaign seems to be in 
progress to put that message across 

‘The reasoning is fallacious, of course. It as- 
sumes that if PAL is crippled or dies, no one 
else will take its place, which is nonsense. In 
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the international arena, any number of airlines 
are ready, willing and able to fill the gap, as 
was shown when PAL gave up its European 
flights, with the international community пос 
even noticing it. And there is no reason to think 
that given a domestic market of 12 million 
non-poor families, there will be no new air- 
lines forthcoming, or that existing competing 
airlines (Cebu Pacific, for one, whose expan- 
sion PAL has repeatedly tried to block) will not 
be ready to take up the slack. 

But isn't pilot scarcity the problem? Where 
will these other airlines get their pilots? Sim- 
ple: they entice them back from abroad, or 
‘make it less artractive for those who are here to 
leave, while at the same time preparing for the 
long term by making sure that the pipeline of 
pilots-in-training is widened rather than nar- 
rowed. 

‘On the pipeline issue, my information is that 
before Tan took over PAL, it ran a pilot training 
school which accepted’ students who had 
passed entrance examinations, proceeded to 
train them, and only when they joined PAL 
were the training costs deducted from their 
salaries over a period of time, Tan apparently 
changed that; students must now pay the en- 
tire tuition cost (around P1.9 million at pre- 
sent) within a year of entering the school. No 
wonder the pilot pipeline narrowed, but that 
can be reversed, 

‘The pilot exodus can also'be reversed if we 
understand why the pilots leave or want to 
leave in the first place. That is because, they 
claim, Tan treats them like dirt, Their story: He 


used his considerable influence during the 
Estrada administration to have their strike de: 
clared illegal, terminated them all and then re 
hired them under onerous conditions—entry 
level salaries, loss of seniority (with retirement 
and pension implications), no union allowed. 

То add insult to injury, those salaries report 
edly were not increased from then until about 
one and a half years ago (probably in an at 
tempt to stem the pilot exodus), when in the 
guise of making them (only senior pilots) part 
of management, they were given “premium 
pay of 15 percent, but with a caveat: "Please 
note that premium pay is not included in the 
‘computation of retirement pay, 13th and 14th 
month pay, and leaves commutation.” 

Senior PAL pilots say they get between 
$2,500 and $3,500 monthly (not $4,000 1. 
$6,000 as claimed by PAL ). The foreign ап 
lines offer them $9,000 to $12,000. But some 
pilots also say that had PAL offered them even 
Just one-half the industry pay average, thes 
‘would not leave, to avoid the painful separ. 
tion from their families, 

But instead of using carrots to keep their pi 
lots, PAL uses sticks—arbitrarily increasing the 
amounts the pilots must pay to reimburse the 
cost of their specialized training, requiring 
them to give six months’ notice before leaviny. 
refusing to give them back the 25 percent ot 
their pay that was set aside as forced savings. 
refusing to give references, using its muscle 1 
harass the foreign recruiters (accusing them ot 
illegal recruitment and sic-ing the National Bu 
reau of Investigation on them) as well. 

Failing to stem the hemorrhage despite all 
these measures, Lucio Tan's PAL, together with 
other domestic airlines (including Cebu Pacit 
ic, alas) is now campaigning to ban the foreign 
deployment of pilots. If they succeed, not only 
will che pilots be at their mercy, but the danget 
of having a domestic airline cartel increases 

lly. National interest? My sainted 


SATURDAY, MARCH 


A FRIEND OF SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA RE- 
lates that someone asked why JDV's getting upset 
over his "housemaids" should merit front-page 
treatment. Hindi ba dapat teritoryo yan ni Ms De 
Venecia? the woman asked. She obviously mis- 
took “housemates,” the nickname media gave to 
the five leftist House members whom JDV housed 
for а week in the anteroom of his office, for 
"housemaids." 

After hearing this funny anecdote, someone 
told government media chief Cerge Remode that 
having JDV as "Pinoy Big Brother" would make 
for a very good sitcom. He could be shown iron- 
ing Satur Ocampo's red briefs or cooking their 
meals. Remonde thought the idea was terrific. 

1 watched a recent TV talk show wherein 
former UP president and Laban ng Masa chair. 
Francisco Nemenzo, together with Akbayan 
Rep. Risa Baraquel, explained their concept of 
a revolutionary transition government. Ne- 
menzo said the goal of the anti-Arroyo groups 
that planned the demonstrations during the 
20th Edsa anniversary was not just to remove 
GMA, but to start the process of “regime 
change.” They said the two Edsas changed the 
leaders but not “elite rule.” The transition gov- 
ernment would inchide leaders from the Left 
as well as the “progressive military,” they said, 
butno politicians would be allowed to sit in it. 

As I listened to them, questions kept popping 
up in my mind. By what authority did Nemenzo et 
al. think they would set up the transition govern- 
ment? If something like that should come to pass, 
there would be chaos since a deadly power strug- 
gle would inevitably ensue. Its no secret that 
even in the Left, there are many factions. 

Nemenzo and Baraquel also promised “reforms” 
under a new dispensation. But the former UP presi- 
dent, who was appointed by Joseph Estrada, 
proved to be totally blind to the excesses of the lat- 
ter, his mistresses and midnight Cabinet and stuck 
‘with him to the very end. This fact alone belies Ne- 
menzo's claim to being interested in reforms. 


Iwas at the UP chapel for the commemoration 
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of the 100th birth anniversary of the best-loved 
UP Catholic chaplain, the late Fr. John P Delaney, 
5.1, who died of a heart attack in Baguio at the 
very young age of 49 in January 1956. Though I 
went to UP after he was gone, I was among the 
legions who felt orphaned by his death, 

‘At the March 6 gathering, I asked some 
members of the academic community how 
things were at UR They said the few dozen fac- 
ulty members and students who held rallies in 
front of the Oblation to protest PP 1017 were 
noisy and boorish, but they were decidedly a 
minority on campus. Like the rest of the na- 
tion, the majority of Diliman's constituents 
just want to get on with their lives and get the 
education they seek. 

Hearings on media freedom and the alleged 
threats to it despite the lifting of PP 1017 are being 
held in the Senate. The focus of attention is Sec- 
Чоп 5 of the franchise agreement signed by the TV 
networks, which empowers the President to take 
over broadcast stations in times of emergency. A 
review of such provisions is timely, as it coincides 
with the deliberations in the Supreme Court on the 
constitutionality of PP 1017. Guidelines are also 
needed in case a state of national emergency is de- 
clared again. Such a review lies within the purview 
of the issuing authority, which is Congress. 


followed with interest the testimony of dis- 
tinguished journalists before the Senate. 
Maria Ressa, chief of ABS-CBN's news and cur- 
rent affairs division, disclosed that an admin- 
istration official had asked the network to stop 
its broadcast at the height of the Marine stand- 
off, which she chose to ignore. That was fol- 


lowed by an appeal by Presidential Chief of 
Staff Michael Defensor for more responsibility 
in airing the crisis. Frankly, I am not surprised 
by the Palace's appeal, for I was appalled by 
how the network devoted ап inordinate 
amount of time to the rebellious Marine offi- 
сег'в protest over the removal of his comman- 
der and his appeal for people power. 

essa told the Senate that ABS-CBN officials 
felt that to stop broadcast at that point “would 
have caused more panic among people, because 
they would want to see what's going on." But 
there were ways to cover the entire six-hour 
standoff fairly and responsibly, without allowing 
it to deteriorate into propaganda for the ene- 
mies of the state. The network's prolonged cov- 
erage doubtless encouraged Col. Ariel Queru- 
Bin, thereby exacerbating a tense situation 
which could have turned very bloody. Many 
viewers were appalled at the way the media ап 
grandstanding political leaders behaved. 

Because of recent events, the media have been 
very vigilant of their rights and freedoms, which is 
healthy. But sadly, there's been very little emphasis 
on their corresponding responsibility and the need 
for self-regulation. These are two sides of the same 

Tadmit that our times are difficult for the me- 
dia, reflecting the deep political divisions in society. 
It should also be pointed out that in that episode at 
Marine headquarters, the military leadership's re- 
action was too cautious at first. The opposition me- 
dia were only too eager to seize on that weakness to 
exacerbate the powder-keg situation. 

My apologies to the family of former Speak- 
er Nicanor Yñiguez for having referred to hi 
as “the late Speaker” in my tribute to his 
daughter, Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette Lerias. 
She wrote to say that “the good news is that 
my father is still very much alive, by God's 
grace. He watched те and continues to inspire 
me from his wheelchair at home.” This is 
among the nightmares of the media: when a 
personality is not heard from for a long while, 
it’s easy to lapse into embarrassing error. No 
excuses. Again, so sorry, Mr. Speaker. 


Love in open spaces 


THERE'S A POINT TO THE MOVIE “BROKEBACK 
Mountain,” but it sure takes its time getting there. 

"Brokeback" tells the story of two cowboys 
who fall in love while tending sheep one summer, 
but because of their fear of being discovered by a 
homophobic society, they keep their relationship 
a secret, contenting themselves with once- or 
twice-a-year trysts in remote mountain locales 
over the course of 20 years. 

By the time Ennis del Mar (Heath Ledger) dis- 
covers the depth of feeling he shared with Jack 
‘Twist (Јаке Gyllenhaal), it is too late. Jack is dead, 
and his own emotional life is as dry and barren as 
the dusty country roads. Its his fate to live a Ше of 
regret, mainly because of his refusal to acknowl- 
edge—to his family and friends, and even to him- 
seli—how much he loves another man. 

1с аз Jack had dreamed, they had braved other 
people's wrath and lived and worked together in a 
ranch, would life have been as fraught with danger 
and risk, as Ennis feared; or would it have given 
them both peace and lasting companionship? En- 
nis would never know, for in forsaking an "above- 
ground" relationship with Jack, he chose a life in 
the shadows, а Не of pretense, a life of ies 

Much has been made of "Brokeback's" failure 
to clinch the "Best Picture” award in the recent 
Academy Awards, with some claiming the 
movie's loss is indicative of America's lingering 
resistance to confront the issue of homosexuality. 
But 1 think that the Academy's favoring another 
movie is not so much a rejection of the gay theme 
of "Brokeback" as it is a dissatisfaction with the 
reticence with which the movie tackles its theme. 
ONE of the things I most loved about "Broke- 
back Mountain" was the way the script—espe- 
cially the silences between the spare 
logue—perfectly reflected the writing style of 
E. Annie Proulx, from whose short story of the 
same title the film is adapted. As in her novel 
“The Shipping News,” Proulx examines the in- 
ner lives of people who have reached an emo- 
tional dead-end, and the journeys they take 
out of that cul-de-sac. 

But this treatment is also why it's so hard to 
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connect with “Brokeback Mountain.” Ennis 
must be the most emotionally constipated cow- 
boy there ever has been. Of course, his environ- 
ment and upbringing may have had a lot to do 
with his remoteness. But he is also the 
quintessential cowboy, the lone figure outlined 
against an empty landscape. He's removed 
even from his wife Alma (Michelle Williams), 
whom he regularly abandons not just for his 
trysts with Jack but also for a string of dead-end 
jobs in a series of ranches and cattle drives. One. 
gets the sense that Ennis is continually escap- 
ing, on the run from human connection. 

My daughter and I have a running debate 
about “Brokeback.” She believes it's Ennis 
who was “more in love” with Jack, because he 
was able to transcend the sexual relationship 
and “became gay” only when with Jack. Jack, 
on the other hand, reaches a point when his i 
frequent meetings with Ennis no.longer suf- 
fices, and so seeks other partners. But it is also 
Jack who is willing to bear the consequences 
of their love and relationship, who presses En- 
nis to be more forthcoming. Does love mean 
holding back or giving in to your needs? Is it 
restraining your instnets or putting yourself 
out there to be judged by everyone? 


PSYCHOLOGISTS say that one of the main differ- 
ences between men and women is the ability to 
separate sex from love, Women are more apt to 
view sex as a consequence of love, or within the 
context of a loving, caring relationship; while men 
are better able to appreciate sex as a physical drive 
and as sensual pleasure, quite distinct from love, 
romance or commitment. Or as a saying goes: 


"Women have sex with men they fall in love with; 
men fall in love with women they have sex with." 

The ability to divorce love from sex is the rea- 
son, some say, some men are able to have sex 
with other men and yet remain self-identified as 
heterosexual. "Gayness" is an identity adopted 
only after they acknowledge having fallen in love 
with another man—it's not the sexual coupling, 
it's the emotional connection. 

Perhaps that’s Ennis’ problem. He is quite able to 
live with his need to connect periodically with Jack, 
but he cannot quite accept that he has allen in love 
with him, or that he should risk the safety of his 
anonymity and “normality” Юга life in the open. 

Director Ang Lee devotes copious amounts of 

screen time го Wyoming's scenery, placing his 
lovers against backdrops of towering mountains, 
glistening lakes, meadows that undulate toward 
Unreachable horizons. Ennis and Jack, whose 
true natures must be bottled up under their cow- 
boy hats and buried beneath their down jackets, 
can be true to themselves only in these wide open 
vistas, enjoying a freedom that is ephemeral and 
illusory. 
DESPITE the careful manner with which the 
filmmakers have treated homosexuality in 
"Brokeback," the movie's popularity and the 
controversy it has generated have produced, 
ironically enough, a gay backlash. Suddenly, 
all forms of male bonding have become sus- 
pect. When a male guest and a male talk show 
host find themselves suddenly lost for words 
and staring at each other, one of them will 
quickly mutter: "We just had a Brokeback mo- 
ment there.” My husband notes laughingly 
that in his corporate setting, male officemates 
hurriedly took down pictures from an office 
party that had been posted on a bulletin 
board, “especially pictures showing them with 
their arms around each other's shoulders.” 

Decades’ worth of work by the women's 
movement to convince men that it’s all right for 
them to show their emotions and to share their 
feelings with other men has just been undone 
bya single movie, Look what you've done! 


Colonization of Palestine precludes peace 


FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER CENTURY, 
Israeli policy has been in conflict with that of the 
United States and the international community. Is- 
таеїз occupation of Palestine has obstructed a com- 
prehensive peace agreement in the Holy Land. 

Тһе unwavering US position since Dwight 
Eisenhowers administration has been that Israel's 
borders coincide with those established in 1949; 
and, since 1967, the universally adopted UN Reso- 
lution 242 has mandated Israel's withdrawal from 
the occupied territories. This policy was recon- 
firmed even by Israel in 1978 and 1993, and em- 
phasized by all American presidents, including 
Beorge W. Bush, As рап of the Quartet, including 
Russia, che UN and the European Union, he has en- 
dorsed a "Road Map” for peace. But Israel has offi 
cially rejected its basic premises with patently un- 
acceptable caveats and prerequisites. 

With Isracl’s approval, The Carter Center has 
monitored all three Palestinian elections. Super- 
vised by a blue-ribbon commission of college 

residents and distinguished jurists, they have all 
beer honest, fair and үзене iri with the results. 
accepted by winners and losers. 

‘Hamas will control the Cabinet and prime minis- 
ters office, but Mahmoud Abbas retains all authori- 
ty and power exercised by Yasir Arafat. He still 
heads the PLO, the only Palestinian entity which is 
recognized by Israel and could deal with Israeli 
leaders, independent of Hamas control. He has un- 
equivocally endorsed the Quarters Road Map. Post- 
flection polls show that ВО percent of Palestinians 
still want а peace agreement with Israel and nearly 
70 percent support Abbas as president. 

Israel has announced a policy of isolating and 
destabilizing the new government, The elected offi- 
cols will be denied travel permits, workers from 
isolated Gaza will be barred from entering Israel, 
Every effort is being made to block funds to Pales- 
tinians. The Quartet’s special envoy, James Wolfen- 
sohn, has pope that donors assist the Palestini- 
an people without violating anti-terrorism laws that 
prohibi funds from beng sent directly to Hames 

Tn the short run, the best approach is to follow 
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Wolfensohn's advice, give the dust a chance to settle 
in Palestine, and await the outcome of Israel's elec- 
tion later this month, Hamas wishes now to consoli- 
date its political gains, maintain domestic order and 
stability and refrain from any contacts with Israel. It 
will be a tragedy—espectally for the Palestinians—if 
they promote or condone terrorism. 

‘The preeminent obstacle to peace is Israel's 
colonization of Palestine. There were just a few 
hundred settlers in the West Bank and бата when 
Ibecame president, but the Likud government ex- 
panded settlement activi after eft office. 

Although President Bill Clinton made strong 
efforts to promote peace, a massive increase of 
settlers occurred during his administration, 

Recently, Israeli leaders decided on unilateral 
actions, with withdrawal from Gaza as the first 
step. As presently circumscribed and isolated, 
without access to the ай, sea or the West Bank, 
Gaza is a nonviable economic and political entity. 

‘The future of the West Bank is equally dismal, 
Especially troublesome is Israel's construction of 
huge concrete dividing walls in populated areas 
and high fences in rural areas—located entirely 
оп Palestinian territory and often with deep intru- 
sions to encompass more land and settlements, 
"The wall is designed to surround a truncated 
Palestine completely. 

"This will never be acceptable either to Palestini- 
ans or to the international community, and wil in- 
evitably precipitate increased tension and violence 
within Palestine and stronger resentment and ani- 
mosity from the Arab world against America, 

Acting Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and others 
pointed out years ngo that Israel's permanent occu- 
Parion willbe increasingly difficult as the relative 


number of Jewish citizens decreases demographi- 
cally both within Israel and in Palestine. This is ob- 
vious to most Israelis, who also view this dominant 
role as a distortion of their ancient moral and reli- 
gious values, Over the years, opinion polls have 
consistently shown that about 60 percent of Israelis 
favor withdrawing from the West Bank in exchange 
for permanent peace, Similarly, an overwhelming. 
number of both Israelis and Palestinians want a 
durable two-state solution, 

Casualties have increased during the past few 
years as the occupying forces imposed tighter 
controls. From September 2000 until March 
2006, 3,982 Palestinians and 1,084 Israelis were 
killed in the conflict, and this includes many chil- 
dren: 708 Palestinians and 123 Israelis, 

‘There is little doubt that accommodation with 
Palestinians can bring full Arab recognition of 1s- 
rael and its right to live in peace, Any rejectionist 
policies of Hamas or any terrorist group will be 
overcome by an overall Arab commitment to ге- 
strain further violence and to promote the well- 
being of the Palestinian people, 

Down through the years, I have seen despair 
and frustration evolve into optimism and 
progres and, even now, we need por Sie up 
hope for permanent peace for Israelis and free- 
dom and justice for Palestinians if three basic 
premises are honored: 

l. Israels right to exist—and to live in 
peace—must be recognized and accepted by 
Palestinians and all other neighbors, 

2, The killing of innocent people by suicide 
bombs or other acts of violence cannot be con- 
doned. 

3. Palestinians must live in peace and dignit 
and permanent Israeli settlements on their land 
area major obsale to this goal, Project Syndi- 
cate and The Council on Foreign Relations 


Jimmy Сапе; a former president of the United 
States, led The Carter Center/National Democratic 
Institute in observing of the Palestinian elections 
lust January. 


BOREDOM CHARACTERIZES THE WORLD OF YOUNG 
people today. “Bored” is used in everyday parlance to denote 
a feeling of lack of purpose. When a person is bored, it proba- 
bly means that she is in a withdrawn and lethargic mood, try- 
ing to let the day pass by hoping the next will be different. 

Tam usually very bored. I work in a research and advocacy 
institute. And although the work is good, I often find myself 
wondering what T 
can do to make my 
life more exciting. 
Lately 1 have gotten 
into the habit of jo 
ing some friends in a 
nightcap after work 
just to fill my days. 
But that tends to sap 
energy, not to men- 
tion funds from my 
already sorry excuse 
ofa savings account. 

So 1 dabble in all sorts of fields, trying to find something 
that will strike a chord in me. I like music, particularly rock 
music, but not enough to work at a recording studio, not 
enough for me to learn how to play a guitar or any mus 
instrument, not even enough to own an iPod or even original 
CDs which are very expensive especially now that pirated 
ones abound. 

1 like reading, but not enough to join book clubs, not even 
enough to read a book every day. 

T like to write, but not enough to enroll in writing classes, 
not enough to closely observe real people for fear of getting 
too deep into their psyche and drown. 

Like reading, I like writing, but not enough to even write 
every day. 

T like to cook; in fact, I have been praised by family mem- 
bers for my nifty tricks with edible materials. However, Гат 
not driven enough to want to complete a short course on 
cooking or to cook more frequently for my housemates, not 
even enough to stop buying fast food. 

1 like tennis, badminton, kickboxing, taekwondo and ju- 
do, but not enough to want to be really good at them. 

My boredotn puts me in a quandary, and it gets me think- 
ing whether Lam in the right job, with the right set of friends, 
їп the right locale or even in the right country. 1 admire my 
boss who seems to be really into his work and who seems го 
enjoy life even at the very ripe age of 82. I wonder how peo- 
ple who have become experts in their fields come to be who 
they are. Were they gripped by an irresistible enchantment 
for their particular vocations? 

Fr, Pedro Arrupe, 5), the former superior general of the 
Society of Jesus, wrote, “What you are in love with, what 
seizes your imagination, will affect everything. It will decide 
what will get you out of bed in the morning, what you do 
with your evenings, how you spend your weekends, what 
you read, who you know, what breaks your heart, and what 
amazes you with joy and gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, 
andit will decide everything.” 

1 guess this is what 1 am waiting for: to be smitten by 
something that] won't be able to say no to. Yes, Iam waiting 
to fall in love. 

But then, isn’t this just a very deterministic excuse for my 
inaction? What happens if I never fall їп love? Then my life 
will be like an absurdist play. I will be waiting for my Godot, 
for that something that will never come. Every day Will only 
be a pointless routine with only accidents and disasters to 
disturb an otherwise smooth progression of time. 

Maybe I only have to choose. Many people afterall were 
thrust into jobs which were notof their choosing and yet they 
excelled in them because they chose to put everything they 
had into their jobs, Perhaps my refusal to make a choice only 
shows my cowardice. Maybe, like finding а lifelong partner, 1 
only have to settle with something that is always there and 
always good to me but which 1 am not always good at. I only 
have to grit my teeth and try to be better. 

Now that I am thinking about this, maybe falling in love 
with a certain vocation, or whatever, is overrated. What's 
more important is to love. 

‘They are not the same thing. To fall in love involves a very 
heady feeling that can taper off as time flies and certain 
chemicals produced in the body, like phenylethylamine and 
endorphins, wear off, Loving, on the other hand, involves 
consistent actions. It is because of love—not falling in love— 
that people gain purpose in life. Itis ove—not falling on love 
—that makes things happen. 

Some people would argue that falling in love is a requisite 
for loving. But this is a chicken-or-egg question. It can go the 
other way, too. 

1 ат almost 23 years old. While some of my colleagues 
and friends are either building careers or starting their own 
families, I am still waiting to fall in love, Maybe іб time I 
moved on and became of more use to this world, Maybe I 
should just love. 


Younc BLoop 


Diana Jean 
V Moraleda 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed.. 


Diana Jean V Moraleda, 22, works as a research assistant in 
the Institute on Church and Social Issues. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 

+ encom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in о; if employed, the post 
tion youre holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 


Free to believe 

“Гат now held by the Arroyo regime and they can do 
‘anything they want to me, But they cannot imprison my 
stand and my beliefs.” 
T Deposed President Joseph Burada 


Going in circles 

"We have been the example of a peaceful democratic 
revolution towards change, only to find ourselves going 
in circles." 
Dance Seretary during the Ramosadministraton, Roberto de 
pes 


Beyond his ken 

"How can a policeman understand freedom of the 
press? He's a policeman.” 

PI Joker Arey, denouncing Philippine National Pole Director 
General Arturo Lamibao's threat r rake over recalcitrant media 


The INQUIRER is a member of the 
PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 


Tho National Association of Philippine Newspapers 
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A ‘dream call’ to Malacaíiang 


HISTORY OFFERS SOMETHING 
forthe Magdalo soldiers, the polit- 
iesl-opposition and the militant 
groups to reflecton. 
Б 1963, Dr Martin Luther 
itg delivered his immortal “I 
Bave A Dream" speech—an in- 
spiring call for equality, unity and 
sobriety that marked the turning 
point in the civil rights move- 
ment. What do you think would 


cial reforms? 


have happened if it was, instead, 
а personal attack on President 
John E Kennedy? If Dr. King had 
acted like Michael Moore, do you 
think the government would 
have been moved to initiate so- 


A president has the responsibil- 
ity to protect the integrity of his 
office—the perception of a weak 
leadership would result in anar- 


erati 
wall. 


time is called deformed.” 


GMA should admit doubtful mandate is no mandate 


THE FILIPINO PEOPLE'S STRUG- 
gle to oust “President” Macapagal- 
Arroyo from power is as historic 
and distinct as any other revolu- 
Чоп that happened in our country. 
It is а struggle against a person 
holding on to the presidency under 
a doubtful mandate, 

! This is not an issue of whether 
ar not she is the best to lead the 
country. Neither is this an issue of 


leaders. 


no one being good enough to take 
her place. This is an issue of man- 
date, her lack of it, to act as the 
President. The essence of democ- 
racy is that the people elect in an 
honest election who will be their 


The Philippines may not have 
the reputation for holding honest it 
elections but, inthe case of GMA, 
she simply lost her credibility 


JONATHAN AQUINO, 
clearwater_1129@yahoo.com 


when she made а call to а Com- 
elec official during the elections 
She should be wise enough to 
know that since Day One of the 
scandal, she had “lost” the right 
to hold office. She should be wis- 
ег to know that she will not last 
long even if she tries to hold on to 


hy The worst way to get his coop- 
is to push him against the 


То the people who want Mala- 
* cafiang to listen, please bear in 
mind this timeless karate wisdom: 
“A hand that is closed is called а 
fist. A hand that is closed all the 


Two 


—FERMIN SALVADOR, 
Fsalvador107@aol.com 


in contrast 


CONRADO DE QUIROS’ COLUMN 
“Waning, waning, waned” (PDI, 
2/28/06) could have been titled 
“an Open Letter to FVR.” How 
true, how very true was his insight 
there. In contrast, we read Belinda 
Olivares-Cunanan's 
fends itself" (PDI, 02/25/06) in 
her usual style as Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's No. 1 apologist. 

If GMAs skewed governance, 
which is guided by her insatiable 
lust for political power, were pre- 
sented to Cunanan in a panorama, 
it would not faze her one iota. 
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OPINION 


ра 
LETTERS = à: 


columnists 


“State de- 


—JUAN GALLARDO, M.D., 
Barangay Pahinga, 
4323 Candelaria, Quezon 


ready over. 


Gudani's irregular pullout from 
his command and the order given 


MECHANICS: 


4. To join, buy any pack/size of Minola Cooking 
Ой or Margarine. All Minola products have unique 
alphanumeric promo codes printed on the labels 
ог stickers, which the consumer has to text to 
earn entries. 


2, Register via text using this format: MIN REG 
name/age/genderladdress. A reply will then be 
sentto inform the texter of successful registration. 
The registration info of a participant wil be locked 
to the cellphone number he/she used. 


SAMPLE REGISTRATION: MIN REG Shella 
Reyes/35/F/55 Dumaguete St., Sta Ana, Manila 


3. Text in the unique promo code, plus а 2- 
‘number combination from numbers 1 to 99. 


FORMAT: 

MIN «promo code» «1st number»/«2nd number» 
(The 181 number and 2nd number can be of any 
1 or 2 digit number combination) 


SAMPLE ENTRYITEXT: 
MIN MNLA12345676 4/98 


4. A participant can only send one promo code 
once. 


5. By adding the 2-number combination to every 
promo code, a participant can double his prize 
money for the weekly draws. 


6. There will be 16 weekly draws. Every week, 
опе (1) winner of 100,000.00 will be drawn. 


7. There is one pre-selected number combination 
for each of the 16 weekly draws. 


MIN TI 
A eA Mandl? 


8, In the event that the drawn winner for each 
of the weekly draw has texted the pre-selected 
‘winning 2-number combination for that draw, 
participant will not only get the weekly prize of 
100,000.00 but also gets a bonus of P100,000 
for a iotal prize money of P200,000. 


9. All messages must be sent to 2966. Each 
text message costs P2.50 for Smart and Globe 
and P2.00 for Sun. 


10. One can send in as many entries as he/she. 
wants, using the вате number combination BUT 
with different Minola promo codes. 


41. New entries must be sent every week to 
qualify for each weekly draw. All entries for each 
completed weekly draw will no longer be valid 

for the next weekly draw, or for any of the coming 
weekly draws. 


12. All non-winning entries for the weekly draws 
are automatically qualified for the Grand Draw. 


13. There are sixteen (16) weekly draws and 
one (1) Grand Draw. 


14. All winners for the weekly draws and Grand 
Draw will be notified via registered mall and 
phone call, Verified winners will be published. 


15. Winners should present the following to be 
able to get their prizes: Valid ID, SIM card used, 
proof of purchase and Letter of Notification. 


46. Prizes shall be forfeited in favor of СР ОН 
Milling Corporation, if potential winners fall to 
present the Minola proof of purchase with the 
‘winning code and proper identification wihin 15 days. 
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17. All prizes are tax-free. 


48. All employees of CIIF Ой Milling Corporation, Buy N 


Text Corp., 


‘Smart Communications, Inc., Globe 


Telecommunications, inc., Sun Cellular, Image Dimensions, 
MediaForce, Dancerg and their relatives up to the second 
degree of consanguinity and affinity are disqualified from 
joining the promo, 


PROMO PERIOD: March 6 - August 8, 2006 
Per DOH-BFAD Permit No. 0015, Series of 2006 


пренете UAR 


SATURDAY, MARCH 11,2006 


Gudani, Balutan not involved in fraud 


ALLOW ME TO CORRECT THE 
£3! possible misimpression the news 
article titled “Biazon: Garci scan- 
dal behind breakaway try” (PDI, 
3/1/06) might have created in the 
public mind. The article men- 
tioned Marine Brig. Gen. Francis- 
co Gudani (ret) as among the 
generals "involved in fraud during 
the May 2004 elections," 

Gudani was designated by Lt. 
Gen. Roy Kyamko, then AFP 
Southcom chief, as commander of 
Joint Task Force Ranao to main- 
tain peace and order during the 
2004 elections in Lanao del Norte 
and Lanao del Sur. On May 12, 
2004, Gudani was instructed by 
higher-ups to proceed to the Navy 
Headquarters їп Manila and to 
stay there for a week or so. There 
бидат! remained without a com- 
mand until May 20, 2004, by 
"which time the elections were al- 


by his replacement, an army 
colonel, to his subordinate, Ma- 
rine Lt. Col. Alexander Balutan, 
for the latter to "slacken security" 
during the canvassing of the votes, 
were the subject of their respec- 
tive testimony before the Senate, 
which Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
attempted to stop by issuing sepa- 
rate gag orders against them, 

In other words, Gudani and Ba- 
lutan were never involved in any 
fraud during the 2004 elections. 
Ironically they are now being sub- 
jected to court-martial proceed- 
ings for exposing the election ir- 
regularities mentioned in the Gar- 
citapes. 

—MANUEL JOSEPH 

R. BRETAÑA Ш, 

counsel for Brig. беп, 
Francisco Gudani 

and Lt. Col. Alexander Balutan, 
Zamora Poblador Vasquez 

and Bretaña Law Offices, 

5/2 Montepino Bldg., 

138 Amorsolo St., Makati City 


Unfair penalty 
for overloading 


WE WRITE IN REACTION TO A COLUMN OF 
‘Al Mendoza in the Motoring section. (PDI, 
2/22/06) 

First, we are not lawbreakers. We have 
asked, time and again, that the law on anti- 
overloading should be followed. The law fa- 
vors us. For truckers, the preservation of the 
road also means preservation of our equip- 
ment. Before the weight of any cargo presses 
hard on the road, it lands first on our equip- 
ment, The issue is the implementation of the 
law. 

Cargo loading can easily be regulated and 
controlled by the government in the piers 
where the whole delivery process starts. Why 
allow cargos to be mounted on our trucks only 
for us to be molested by “enterprising” en- 
forcers and penalized for “overloading” 
(Something that we don't have any control of)? 
What we carry are sealed containers and we 
cannot tinker with them lest we be charged 
with pilferage or, worse, hijacking. 

‘And how do we bring the cargos to their des- 
tinations when we are banned from passing 
through the North Luzon Expressway and 
MacArthur Highway? Is there any other road 
network fit for the use of trucks? 

Second, we did not block the road leading to 
the NLEX. We were the ones blocked by the po- 
lice, MMDA and MNTC personnel on our way 
to the NLEX. The more than 200 trucks did not 
cause any traffic snarl on their way from the 
piers to A. Bonifacio Avenue. The intention 
‘was to simply pass through the МЕХ, convey 
our sentiments through the sound system we 
brought along, then go back to the Port Area. 
Alas, entered the PNB MMDA and NLEX securi 
ty people, and everything stopped! 

We appealed to the authorities to just let us 
through. It was only after four hours or so 
when we were finally allowed to pass through. 

"Third, if there was any threat of "bodily 
harm" made to Ping de Jesus, it did not come 
from us. We only had our leaflets and bull 
horns. And we were blocked by a phalanx or 
truncheon-wielding, gun-toting policemen. 
some in full battle gear. A major even issued 
confusing instructions for us to leave but at 
the same time directing his blocking force tı 
stand its ground—until PNP Director Vidal 
Querol arrived and pacified his men. We wer: 
not able to talk to De Jesus. He was not in the 
stand-off. 

The claim that the truckers are principally 
driven by greed is farthest from the truth 
Our main concern for the moment is simpl 
survival. Over-regulated, harassed and mc 
lested at every turn, victims of conflicting lc 
cal laws and regulations, frontline casualtie 
of economic slowdown, yet, apoliticall 
silent and patient servants of our econt 
my—the truckers are now again at the п 
ceiving end of a half-baked, capriciously in 
plemented law. We demonstrated precise! 
to tell everyone that it is only a matter i 
time before we stop delivering cargos. Nur 
because it is what we want but because м. 
do not have any choice. Mendoza will be sa! 
to realize that in this issue, if nobody blink 
the economy will 

—RICKY PAPA. 

Alliance of Concerned Truck Owners 
and Organizations, 

actoo94 gmail.com 


No time to criticize 


1 GENERALLY AGREE WITH SOLITA MO" 
sod's views on Edsa. (PDI, 2/25/06) 1 was al 
very active in Edsa 1 and П, I was frustrate 
angry at the corruption of Ferdinand Marc 
and Joseph Estrada. 

What 1 cannot understand with me now 
why I don't feel the same outrage with Со! 
Macapagal-Arroyo after all those cheating ali 
gations, etc. I don't think I have become ap. 
thetic. Neither am 1 а GMA apologist. It ji- 
seems to me a case of pots and kettles calli 
each other black, with some of the critics ev. 
covered with more soot 

1 think our country's problems have muli: 
plied over the last decades, and this is tlw 
fault of our leaders and citizens alike, Ап. 
president will need all the help he or she c «« 
get 

Right now I see a President working ho! 
with very limited resources, It is probably t 
her efforts are not enough, but unless we wi 1+ 
as hard too, we probably don't have a right 1 
criticize, But then, people who work hard bin 
no time to criticize others. 

ALINE PARRONE, 
айперагг@ тай. сот 
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47 firms get mine permits 


BUTUAN CITY—THE MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU 
(MGB) in Caraga has granted permits to at least 47 firms for 
mineral exploration in the region, an agency official said. 


As this developed, local government 
officials and various organizations in 
Davao Oriental asked the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) to cancel seven Mineral Pro- 
duction Sharing Agreements (МРАЗ) 
in the towns of Mati, Governor Gene- 
тозо and San Isidro. 

Allo Ensomo Jr, MGB-Caraga 
chief, said there were originally 149 
companies wanting to extract gold, 


but only 47 had been granted permits 
sofar. 

Ensomo said the mining firms, most- 
ly Filipino-owned, went through strict 
evaluation and review before they were 
granted permits, 

"It was an informed decision. The 
communities where the companies 
would operate have been consulted,” 
he said. 

The permits, approved in January, 


land in Agusan del Norte, Agusan del 
Sur, Surigao del Norte and Surigao del 
Sur. 

But Bishop Nerio Odchimar, of the 
Archdiocese of Tandag, said they would 
resist the entry and actual operation of 
the companies. 

“The people of Surigao del Sur are 
not happy. We oppose mining, because 
generally, miners are irresponsible,” 
Odchimar said. 

In Davao Oriental, Mayor Jerry de la 
Cerna and leaders of various groups 
sent letters to Environment Secretary 
‘Angelo Reyes to appeal for the cancella- 
tion of at least seven MPSAs in the 
province. 

‘The demand was based on the al- 
leged unconstitutionality of the agree- 


ping of contract areas. 

They also said local government 
units have not given the consent for the 
mining operations and the companies 
failed to comply with technical require- 
ments, 

“Laws are made for the interest of the 
public, especially of the poor majority. 
‘And this should be construed strictly as 
such and not in favor of the allegedly 
foreign-sponsored corporations whose 
concern is nothing but profit, .." said 
lawyer Ana Rhia Muhi, of the Legal Re- 
search Center. 

The demand was also anchored on 
the argument that the MPSAs cover the 
Pujada Bay, a protected seascape, and 
the Mt. Hamiguitan Range Wildlife 
Sanctuary, which is a natural habitat of 
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MINING EXPANSION 


The peimits. 

were approved 

In January, for. 

а total of 111,720! 
hectares of land. 

In Agusan del Norte, 
‘Agusan del Sur, 
Surigao — f 
del Norte and 4 Fi, 


Surigao del Sur\ 


SURIGAD 
DEL NORTE 


nickel and other minerals in Caraga cover a total of 111,720 hectares of ments, and several flaws like overlap- 


the Philippine Eagle, Р кна Ч | 
Pangasinan execs seek 
payments for coal spill | 


| 


"It is agreed that we will send a 
demand letter to the company to 
remove the barge in 10 days from 
today, otherwise we will file a dam-{ 
age suit against you,” Solis told Eu-} 
fes Bautista, the barge patron, | 

“We are not open to bargaining,” | 
Solis said, adding that the Agno 
government would be the primary > 
complainant in the damage suit. He 
said the provincial government was * 
‘supporting the town inthesuit. | 

“On aspects of (marine) dam-i 
ages and the effects of coal on the: 
health and environment, we will 


LINGAYEN, PANGASINAN—THE 
provincial government on Friday 
gave a shipping company 10 days 
to remove the barge that ran 
aground off Agno town last year 
or it would sue for damages. 
During a meeting on Friday with 
officials of agencies and represen- 
tatives of Asian Shipping Corp. 
Provincial Administrator Virgilio 
Solis also asked the company to 
clean up the mess it caused to ће 
town shore in 10 days, and to im- 
mediately put a protective netting 
‘on top of the barge to prevent coal 
from spilling. 
LCT Eisner, a barge carrying 
4.6 metric tons of coal on its way 
to the PNOC Exploration Co. 
plant in San Fernando, La Union, 
ran aground in Sitio Talisay in 
Macaboboni Village on Dec. 18, 
2005 because of strong winds. 
‘The barge is sitting оп a flat coral 
Which makes it difficult to float. 
Because the barge was not cov- 
ered, at least 300 cubic meters of 
coal fell into the beach, contami- 
nating corals and the seawater in 
the area. The coal contamination 
has spread to about 500 meters 
along the coastline. 


have to get the technical assistance: 
of concerned agencies,” Solis said. | 
Another option that the provincial | 
government might undertake was to} 
remove the barge and auction it be- 
саше "t s an abandoned deris | 
destroying the sea of Agno,” he said. | 

Не was dismayed that the ship- | 
ping company made no effort Го, 
mitigate the effects of the coal: 
spill during the three mopths that} 
the barge was grounded, 

Bautista said the shipping сот! 
pany tried to tow the barge three, 
times buttonoavail. Yolanda’ 
Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI Northern: 
Luzon Bureau S | 


BUSY PORT DELFIN MALLARUPDI SOUTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
Foreign registered ships are anchored off a newly built port in Sariaya, Quezon owned by the Nations Granary Inc. (NGI). The docking of the 
foreign ships with imported goods raised eyebrows around the port as it was supposed to take in ship for post harvest facilities for local grains. 


Marine, male passenger held for questioning on Superferry fire: 


were turned over to the 7th Re- accompanied Dagno in the cab-! 
gional Maritime Office in Pier 1, im. 3 
Cebu City. 

He said Dagno reportedly ad- 
mitted that he was smoking while 
inside the cabin and threw his 
cigarette butt in a trash can inside 
the room, But Dagno insisted that 
he put off the cigarette before he 
threw the butt away, Raquiza 
said. 

Raquiza said a woman pas- 
senger, Jovelyn Pacobo, from 
Barangay Maslog, Danao City, 


where the fire started. 

The soldier, who was on his 
way to his new assignment in 
Cagayan de Oro City, was being northern Cebu. The ship was 
held atroom 205 by ship author- bound for Cebu City from Mani- 
ities after he was caught steal- la. 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 


Deck 4 caught fire shortly before 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


noon Thursday while it was in the 
waters off Daanbantayan town in 


Raquiza identified the soldier 
as Harry Cubio and the other pas- 
senger as Meynardo Dagno, 58, 
of Balingasag, Cagayan de Ого 
City. 

Raquiza said Dagno was the 
occupant of cabin number 
206 where the fire started ас 
11:50 a.m. on Thursday while 
the vessel was already at Bu- 
lalaqui point, 60 nautical 
miles from the Cebu City 
port. 

Raquiza said Dagno and Cubio 


Raquiza said Pacobo claimed? 
she did not see how the fire stàit; 
ей because she went out to ea 
lunch. When she returned, ће? 
fire had already eaten a portion, 
of thecabin. zu 

Raquiza said they held Cubio: 
mainly for stealing a cell phone; 
but he said they also wanted to; 
ensure that he had nothing to, do} 
with the fire because he was at, 
cabin 205. 


CEBU CITY—A MARINE AND 
another male passenger were 
separately held by the Cebu 
Maritime police for questioning ing the cellular phone of a fel- 
over the fire that hit the cabin low passenger of the Superferry 
section of Superferry 12 on 12. 
Thursday. ‘The other passenger was iso- 
The 21-year-old soldier and а lated at the adjoining room 206 
S&-yearold man were ques- on suspicion that he could be 
tioned about the fire because they mentally disturbed. 
were inside the adjoining rooms Тһе vessel's cabin section at 


High LPG cost | 
takes toll on 
forests, trees 


URDANETA CITY—THE HIGH COST OF LIQ- 
мебед petroleum gas (LPG) is taking its toll on. 
the forests of easter Pangasinan as charcoal 
makers have intensified their activities in the 
past months to cope with the rising demand for 
their products, an environment official said, 

“They (charcoal makers) have always been 
there, But lately, wood gatherers and charcoal 
makers have been cutting more trees to turn 
into charcoal, perhaps because of greater de- 
mand these days,” said Leduina Co, chief of 
the community environment and natural re- 
sources office (Cenro) here. 

Last month, she said Cenro personnel ar- 
rested eight charcoal makers in San Nicolas 
town for illegally cutting trees there. 

"But you see, it is maybe because of the lack 
of livelihood that some people are forced into 
charcoal-making. They have no alternative 
sources of income. If you talk to them, you 
will really commiserate with them," she said. 

Со said aside from wood gatherers and 
charcoal makers, the Cenro also has to contend. 
with kainginero (slash and burn farmers), 

“The kainginero go to the uplands, clear an. 
area and plant it with agricultural crops like 
corn. Many people from Benguet also estab- 
lish vegetable gardens in the forests and even- 
tually build houses there," she said, 

"These practices deplete the forest covers 
and expose the topsoil, making the area prone 
toerosion. Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Senior Insp. Bernardo Ra- 
quiza, 7015: Maritime Police 
Station chief who was investi- 
gating the Superferry 12 fire, 
said the two passengers were 
held after the ship arrived at the 
Cebu City port at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday. 


Congratulations to: 
*Kiseki's Asian Pop Idol "Christian Bautista" for reaching Gold status for his 2nd album COMPLETELY in Indonesia, 
selling over 30,000 сорѓев...... We are proud of youl 

(Watch out for Christian Bautista on Kiseki notebook covers this 2006) 
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Mabini moves on 


By Chito A. Fuentes 
Mabini, Bohol 


HAT YOU EAT CAN KILL YOU. THIS WAS 
We lesson that pupils of the San Jose Ele- 

mentary School in Mabini town in Bohol 
will never forget for the rest of their lives. 


А few minutes after eating dren were declared dead on ar- 
three kinds of cassava prepara- rival at the L.G. Cutamora Hospi- 
tions on March 9 last year, more tal in Ubay. 
than halfofthe school’s 276 pupils Vehicles coming from neighbor- 
fell ill to what would later be at- ing places brought more ailing 
tributed to chemical poisoning. children to the Don Emilio del 
When it was all over, 27 had died Valle Hospital in Ubay. Later, 
while 130 others were confined in batches were rushed to the Carlos 
four government hospitals in Bo- P Garcia Memorial Provincial Hos- 
hol's worst food poisoning case pital in Talibon, 26 km away, be- 
ever. Pause the two hospitals in Ubay YELLOW cosmos flowers blend with the exuberance of schoolchildren as they take time out for the morning recess atthe San Jose. 

Atthetime,nooneattheschool were already full. Elementary School. PHOTOS BY NILO PSAPONG. 
knew what hit them. 

“ЧЕ was so sudden, recalled World watched NP 130 survivors who were hospital- when her brother was buried. 
Rheo Tuyogon, 27, a Grade 3. — People were thrown into a state. ized for at ledst three days. Сап she forget the tragedy? 
teacher She said it was only тіп. of panie when the children started s When asked who among them Maricris stared at the open space 
utes after the students went out of dying one after the other. had eaten maruya since then, only and then shook her head. She 
their classrooms for the 9:30 Ina few hours, the mass poison- one girl, Floralie Galo, 8, raised nodded when asked if she would 
moming break when all hell broke ing tragedy attracted internation- her hand. not forget Benjamin. She misses 
loose. alattention. Foreign wire agencies Investigators looking into the him, she said. 

At first, Rolita Remerata, a gave detailed accounts, while ca- 2 mass poisoning had zeroed in on Jerome Busbus, 10, lost a sister 
Grade 1 teacher, said ble TV reports regularly flashed зи y^ the maruya cooked and sold by Judy Ann, 8. Asked if he cried 
thought the children were * the death toll on their screens. ^ Ana Luyong. The 69-year.oldven- when he first learned about her 
play acting." President Macapagal-Arroyo $3 dor is facing charges of reckless death, he bowed, then nodded. A 

Tt seemed like strange spirits showed up in San Jose to condole A imprudence resulting in multiple forefinger stuck out to indicate 
had possessed the children, re- with families of the victims. She homicide, serious physical injuries that he cried only once. 
called Sherryl Tuyogon, who han- visited at least one house, that of and slight physical injuries. A n 
dles Grade 4 classes. Celestino and Josefina Vallente Luyong insists on her innocence Bitter memories 

Everyone panicked, however, who lost their 4-year-old son Noel and is contesting the charges filed Dominga Peligrino, 9, was also 
when some of the children began Isidore. THE PENSIVE look on the faces of the children including Јоесе! against her with the Regional Trial in the hospital when her sister 
vomiting. CNN carried the story in its  Vallente (foreground) belie the horrors of Bohol's worst food Court Branch 51 in Carmen town.  Pablita, 12, died and was buried. 

"Some of the teachers rubbed website datelined "SAN JOSE, poisoning case. А check with the court showed Asked the same questions as 
mentholated oil on the sick chil- Philippines.” that the preliminary investigation е rest, she lifted both arms until 
алые cohen Шей to mas. The next day, themassburialof Mabini Mayor Stephen Rances from selling food has long been in of the case, docketed as Criminal the fingers were intertwined end 
dise hei own pupils” said Nor. 12 of the victims was covered ex- said the low-key observance was place, it was only after the mass Case No. 0714, had yertobecom ie palms rested, оп top of her 
та Ondap, 48, aGrade6teacher. — tensively by the national and in- intentional so the trauma of the poisoning that it has been strictly pleted. Its continuation has been head. She then shook her head. 

: д ternational press. Images of poor children and their families would implemented, he said. set for March 20. ‘Those hands would stay there for 
Rush to hospital folks grieving over the death of notbe revived. ‘A “reduction of achievement” the remainder of the brief inter- 

After it became apparent that their children as the world stared, Mass was scheduled to be held among the pupils was noted, Death up close view, betraying her restlessness 
the children were poisoned, an- moved many individuals and at the barangay cemetery on Boylessaid.LastyearsNATresuts Undoubtedly, the tragedy has before a stranger 
other teacher said some of the groupstodosomethingforthem. Thursday, said school principal showed a 3.66-percent decline in affected the lives ofthose whosaw She is one of nine children and 
people in nearby houses asked the Donations, in cash and in kind, Aprodecio Boyles, 52. ratings, compared to those in death up close. could not yet tell her chronologi- 
Children to take either sugar or poured in for the victims’ families, "Ме will all go there,” Boyles 2004. Joecel Valiente, 10, said shewill cal ranking. 
grated coconut meat. as well as the school. said, referring to the children, Enrolment dropped from 276 never forget the incident for the Dominga missed her sister 

“When things got out of hand, Опе year later, however, only teachers, families of the victims last year to 240 this school rest of her life. She was still fight- bluring two words when the 
Rheo Tuyogon said he decided to the people of San Jose and Mabini and most of the villagers. year—a consequence of the ing for her life in the hospital question was raised. "Da'g buwak 
take the children in his van to the seemed to remember what һай The tragedy has left an indeli- tragedy, the principal said. when her brother Noel Isidore was (Brought flowers to the grave),” 
“nearest” hospital in Ubay town, happened. Ме markon the lives of many peo- The teachers revealed thatafter buried. she uncharacteristically declared. 
18 km from San Jose. When the Inoumen team visited ple in many ways. the incident, people from San.Jose At first, Joecel said she thought Like most children, they seem 

“pitied the children because the school on Tuesday, the pupils Опе of the school buildings were ribbed good-naturedly as а cruel joke was being played on to have moved on, but the scars 
they were packed like sardines” amd their teachers were in the housesa feeding centerbuiltfrom "айл sa (leftover of) manga her when told that her brother are deep. it has ееп ауса ала 
hp narrated. The van can accom- thick of preparations for the Na- funds provided by the national (fried caramelized cassava had died. the tragedy but most people still 
modate only 15 people but 30 tional Achievement Test (NAT). and provincial government. slices).” “Itwas only when Isawthecan- seemed uncomfortable to talk 
children were crammed inside, he | Others were simply playing. During recess, Boyles said, chil | dle beside the bed that I cried,” aboutit 
said. dren no longer bought food from Victims all she said in Cebuano. ‘San Jose, and even the 27 chil- 

{Not all of the children were Low-key observance Vendors but are food served at the When a group of 29 children Maricris Cual, 9, shook her dren who died, may be a faint 
sick, Others who had also eaten The teachers said there would feeding center managed by the who gathered inside the HE build- head when asked ifshe cried роп пето There is litle doubt, 
cassava hopped in to help out dur- be no elaborate program to mark Ноте Economics teacher. ing were asked how many оет learning about the death of her however, фаг the pupils and the 
ing the nearly 30-minute trip. the first anniversary of the mass While the Department of Edu- were hospitalized, they all raised younger brother Benjamin. Like people of San Jose will always re- 
1 Тшуороп said some of the chil- poisoning. cation policy prohibiting vendors their hands. They were among the Joecel, she was still in the hospital 
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Pasig drug lairs busted 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


THE POLICE RAIDED FOUR HOUSES BE- 
lieved to be stockrooms for illegal drugs in 
Pasig City yesterday afternoon, exactly а 
month after the discovery of a shabu market 
in another barangay. 

‘Twelve people were arrested, including 
two boys, in the operation conducted by over 
100 operatives from the Philippine National 
Police Anti-Illegal Drugs Special Operations 
Task Force (AIDSOTF) and the Eastern Police 
District (EPD) in Barangay Pineda. 

The operatives, armed with handguns and 
rifles, also confiscated more than 30 sachets 
of shabu and three handguns in the houses, 
опе of which was just several meters away 
from the barangay hall, the Pineda Police 
‘Community Precinct and the Pineda Elemen- 
tary School. The houses were reportedly 
owned by Cenon Intalan, Jojo-De Leon, Ron- 
nie Salandanan and Yoyong Pirote. 

AIDSOTF chief Director Marcelo Ele Ј told 


the Inouimer that they conducted the simulta- 
neous raids after receiving complaints from 
residents in the barangay that shabu was be- 
ing sold in the four houses. 

Four people, some of whom were caught in 
the act of sniffing suspected metham- 
phetamine hydrochloride, more popularly 
known as shabu, were arrested in Intalan's 
house on Manila Rail Road Street. Police said 
they confiscated at least 11 sachets of shabu 
from the house where Intalan, Rodel Yabut, 
Jose Roxas and Earl Arallar were arrested. 

Brothers Jojo and Ricky de Leon were also 
arrested in the second house, a two-story, 
three-door apartment, but both denied any 
involvement in the illegal drugs trade. 


Challenge 

“I am challenging them to subject my sons 
todrug tests. Iknow they would test negative. 
My sons are very religious. They don't even 
smoke cigarettes,” their mother, Elvira, 59, 
told reporters. 


There goes 
Jinggoy again 


THERE GOES SEN. JINGGOY ESTRADA 
again, pontificating in the Senate about smug- 
sling activities at the piers and the customs zone. 
Former President Erap's son and poor look- 
alike is using his position to get back at people 
who once sought his protection, but who have 
since distanced them- 
selves from him, 
Jinggoy keeps on hit- 
ting Lucio Co, a former 
smuggler who has gone 
legitimate (this, accord- 
ing to my sources at the 
Bureau of Customs). 
Co wasa dose friend of 
President Erap. Jinggoy's 
mother, Sen. Loi Estrada, used to shop—free of 
charge, my sources say—at Cos Pure Gold super- 
market inside the Clark Economie Zone when Er- 
ар was stil vice president. When Erap became 
President, he gave Co his blessings to import any- 
thing he wanted, with minimum taxes and duties 
imposed on his goods. But when Erap fell from 
power, Co, without a backer, became a “legitimate 
importer” according to my customs sources. 
Jinggoy, however, suspects that Co has be- 
come chummy with First Gentleman Jose 
Miguel Arroyo, and so takes potshots at the 
Chinoy businessman whenever he gets а 
chance. Now that there is a Senate investiga- 
tion on smuggling, Jinggoy always mentions 
Со аз one of the smugglers. 
"Why does he keep on hitting me when I'm 
no longer a smuggler?” Co was quoted as hav- 
ing told customs officials. 


‘THE BEST thing that happened at the piers 


ON ТАВСЕТ 


Ramon Tulfo 


Fire at dawn 

FIRE gutted a house and two vehl- 
cles at an exclusive village in 
Parafiaque City before dawn уез- 
terday. Norman Maglasang told 
fire investigators that he was 
awakened at 3:25 a.m. by the 
smell of smoke coming from the 
living room of his house at 19 Azu- 
cena St. in Tahanan Village. SFO2 
Felipe Gaguing said a short circuit 
might have triggered the fire that 
reached the second alarm. Ma- 
glasang's children and house help, who were 
fast asleep when the fire broke out, were 
saved. But the blaze destroyed the family's 
cars—a Honda Civic and a Toyota. When the 


and the customs zone was customs offi- 
cials decided to go after big-time smug- 
glers even if they were dropping some big 
names. 
Sammy Lee was one such alleged smug- 
gler. A broker, he allegedly fronted for 
Vicky and Tomas Toh. 1 
learned Lee had com- 
plained to a politician 
that he was left to fend 
for himself when he 
маз paying protection 
money every month to 
somebody big. Who 
could that be? 
IF the government wants to stop the manufac- 
ture of pirated discs, it should go after anoth- 
ег name dropper, Lao Kok Yeng, а Ка. For- 
ward Co. According to my sources, Lao has 
been dropping the name of a Malacafiang of- 
ficial related to the President. He has three 
factories of pirated discs in Cavite. One of his 
factories was raided by National Bureau of In- 
vestigation (NBI) agents. But the NBI did not 
file criminal charges against him after he 
dropped the name of the Malacafiang official. 
‘THE DIVINE Word University in Tacloban City, 
dosed since 1994 because of labor problems, 
will reopen in June with another name, Liceo 
del Verbo Divino. The city is abuzz with excite- 
‘ment over the reopening of the school run by 
the Catholic SVD order Enrollment will be 
limited to elementary and high school stu- 
dents. When it dosed down, DWU had 12,500 
students from Leyte and Samar. 


'"* METROBRIEFS 


fire was put out shortly before 5 
a.m., investigators pegged the 
damage to property at roughly 
P2 million. Jocelyn R. Uy 


Made in Recto 
АМАН allegedly selling fake 
community tax certificates be- 
side the judicial complex in 
Caloocan City was arrested last. 
Thursday. Chief Insp. Crisencio 


ыдын. Galvez, head of the citys Intelli- 


gence unit, identified the suspect 
as Eduardo Tagle 39, a resident of 1669 San 
Lazaro St. in Oroquieta, Manila. Seized from 
his possession were 22 fake certificates 
which the suspect sald he got from his con- 
tactin Recto, a street known for forgers of 
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One of her sons, meanwhile, accused the 
police of planting evidence inside their house. 
The operatives found 14 sachets of suspected 
shabu in the apartments occupied by the De 
Leons, said to be relatives of Barangay Pineda 
chair Jaime De Leon. 


Forbidden cache 

Salandanan and Alvin Guloso were arrest- 
ed in the third house on Banaag Street, just 
beside the elementary school and the police 
precinct, where police confiscated several sa- 
chets of shabu and aluminum foil. 

Two women and two boys were also arrest- 
ед in the fourth house in a crowded com- 
pound. Shabu sachets were found inside a 
cash vault in the fourth house, but Pirote 
managed to escape. 

On Feb. 10, police raided more than 40 
shanties in Sito Mapayapa Compound in 
Barangay Sto. Tomas, which were being used 
as drug dens where users could order shabu by 
the gram. With Ruben Manahan IV trainee 


POLICE operatives conducted another raid on suspected drug dens 


in Pasig City yesterday, resulting in 12 arrests. конум 


Fireman killed, 3 hurt in Makati car mishap 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


А МАМ WAS KILLED WHILE THREE. 
others were injured in a five-vehicle 
collision that occurred a few minutes 
after 1 a.m. yesterday at the comer of 
President Sergio Osmefia Highway 
(South Superhighway) and Antonio 
Arnaiz Avenue (formerly Pasay Road) 
in Makati City. 

Wilfredo Bernardo, 38, a fireman 
stationed in the Bureau of Fire Protec- 
tion detachment in Canlubang, Lagu- 
na, died instantly of the injuries he sus- 
tained during the incident. 

Injured on the other hand were Enri- 
co James Nicolas, Teoderico Depeso 
and Eugene Casela. As of press time, 
Nicolas was in serious condition at the 
Acute Care Center of the Ospital ng 
Makati. 

The vehicles involved in the accident 
were an Isuzu D-Max pick-up (plate no. 
УС) 892) , a Mitsubishi Lancer, a Nis- 
san Altima (TTL 873), a taxi (PXJ 876) 
and a passenger jeep (NXT 300). 


“kt all happened too fast. We were 
surprised that the pick-up suddenly hit 
us. Everything was a blur after that,” 
jeepney driver Alex Arellano related in 
Filipino. 

In its initial investigation, the South- 
ет District Traffic Enforcement Office 
(SDTEO) reported that Bernardo was 
оп board the pick-up while Nicolas was 
driving the Lancer. Both vehicles were 
cruising southbound on the Озтейа 
Highway and were about to approach 
the Amaiz Avenue intersection when 
for reasons still unknown to investiga- 
tors, both vehicle swerved. The Lancer 
swerved to the left, hit the center island 
and stopped several meters past the in- 
tersection. 

Bemardos pickup meanwhile, 
swerved to the right, hitting Arellano's 
jeepney which had stopped at the inter- 
section while waiting for the light to 
turn green. It hit the side of the jeepney, 
pushing it backward until it hit a taxi 
being driven by Ruben Catarongan. 

‘The pick-up, however, continued to 


run, hitting the Nissan Altima which 
had been parked at the roadside and 
pushing it into a wall. The pick-up then 
fell on its right side and spun counter- 
clockwise before it finally stopped. 
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Bomb threat sends SWAT team running 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


AMAN CLAIMING TO BE A MEMBER 
of the New People's Army yesterday 
phoned in a bomb threat to the main 
office of the Metrobank in Makati City- 

The сай was received by Norberto 
Bustamante, bank security offices, at 
about 2:50 a.m. on his cellular phone. 

According to Bustamante, the тап 


told him that a bomb had been plant- 
ed inside the Metrobank Plaza, locat- 
ed along Gil Puyat Avenue, and was 
set to go off. 


Prankster 
Bustamante immediately called 


the Makati Police District which sent 
a Special Weapons and Tactics 


Nearly an hour later the team 
pulled out after failing to find any: 
bomb inside the building, SWAT offi- 
cer-in-charge 5РОЗ Edwin Quilala in 
his report. 

The bomb threat followed the dis- 
covery of a grenade shell at the cor- 
ner of Gil Puyat Avenue and E B. Har- 
rison Street in Pasay City the other 
day. 


fake documents. City Mayor Enrico Echiverri 
had earlier ordered the police to arrest per- 
sons selling fake certificates. Nancy C. Carva- 
fal 


No longer his choice 

STRIPPED of his police powers, Pasig Mayor 
Vicente Eusebio can no longer choose the city's 
next police chief. “That s one of the powers he 
lost after the National Police Commission with- 
drew his supervisory powers," said Eastern Po- 
lice District director Chief Supt. Charlemagne 
Alejandrino. The Napolcom withdrew Eusebio's 
control over the Pasig City Police In connection 
‘with his decision to demolish a compound of 
‘shabu mini marts in Barangay Sto. Tomas, just 
five days after the national police raided the 
area on Feb. 10. Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 
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(SWAT) team to check the building. 
FREEPORTSERVICE CORPORATION 
of the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 


£ BIDS & AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
АЛ parties interested to bid fr the project described below are invited to submit 
Арйсайоп for ЕМЫМУу and to Bid wih Freeport Service Corporation, Subic Bay 
Freeport Zone. Orly ке contractors аге vied to participate in ie forthcoming 
мош. 
A. Name of Project 
Location. 


CONSTRUCTION OF FREEPORT OIL-CBD 
Rizal Hi-way Corner Sta. Ria Road, 

Subic Bay Freeport Zone 

в. Project DescrigtionlScope of Works: 

тив project is а design and build scheme wherein quad bidders shall submit 
thot tated engineering designs. Scope of work incudos constuction of pedestal 
Independent canopy. Independent canopy with cashier's booth, gas staton offic, 
осы: and storage fom / generator set afoa,e-cyieoffice/show room, excavation 
for two (2) underground tanks, concrete driveway with arivater station area and 
foundation for monolith, Othe reed tems inchude plumbing. painting, mechanical 
and electrical works. 

C. Approved Budget Cost Phy БИ 

б. Roqutement 
а. PCAB Ведиано and Classification License. 

b. SBMA Accredtation Certificate 

E, Cost of Documenis/Forms for Pre-Qualiicalin/Eligbily and o Bid 
Php 2000.00 
Issuance Dato : 20 March 2006 

‘Application for одот and о Bid is open lo all contractors with valid РСАВ 
(зарро Contractors Accrediaton Board) Contactors Liconse and Registration. 
Prospectiva bidders ere requred to subml в etr of поп and cerfid tue co 
Ol the Contractors Liconse upon purchase of the forms or Application for Eligibiity 
эла to Bid and shall bring the original copy of the Contractors PCAB Liconsa 
Classification Registration for vorfication end authonlicaion purposes. 

T. Dendine for submission of accomplished Pre-qualticatoElgibily 
Requremonts: 22 March 2006, 5:00 P.M. 

Addressed to: RODOLFO C. DE VERA 

BAC Chairman, MCSD Managor 
Freeport Service Corporation 

Bldg H8211, Subic Bay Frooport Zono 
Project: Construction of Freeport OIKCBD. 

G. Timo and dato of Pro-Bid Conforonce, She Inspection and Submission! 
Opening of Bids wil be confirmed by the Issuance of Notice to Eligible 
prospective 008015. 

М гово to (но Ому procos, bidding. evaluation of bids 
and awards о сотга shall Бо governed by tho provision of Ropublc 
Аа 9184 Implomonting Rules and Rogulaon known as to Govornmont 
Procurement Act. 

|. The FSC reserves the right о rojoct any and ай offers, to нано any 
Irma, nd to anl hs prociramant process and ct a olors 
anne proto o award of бо солава, witout Воку. uring any 
Habit à tho afloctod offers) or any obagatson to inform to afoctdofaris) 
fof the ground for FSC's action and fo accopt such offers as may bo 
considered advantagoous lo tho торро Services Corporation. 


(504) RODOLFO с. DE VERA 
Chairperson. 

For Inguiies ploase ealt 

GLENDA E. CAJULIS 

BAC Secretariat 

Tol. No. (047) 252-2313 

Telolax No. (047) 252-2317 

СУВА 


Amenities. 
"That is the new buzzword for measuring lifestyle in the 

bustling city of Manila. After all, what good is it to be successful 
* if you cant live a little when you get home? 
{This is why Community Innovations (an Ayala Land 
! company) has created a short checklist of important lifestyle 
|, features for your reference: 
4 - Can you swim laps after work? 
} - Where do your kids play after school? 
! -Howlong does i take them to get to school? 
{ -Doyou feel safe walking outside with your family? 
| -Do you know your neighbors? 
1 -Doyou see trees surrounding your immediate residence? 
ў - Can you indulge in the soothing environs of a private garden? 
E 


IE you find the answers to these questions unsatisfying, may 
we invite you to visit Community Innovations brand new 
residential project: the Celadon Residences San Lazaro. 
Conveniently located at the former site of the San Lazaro 
Hippodrome along А.Н. Lacson (formerly Gov. Forbes) in 
Sta. Cruz, Manila, this brand new development represents 
both а bold step forward and away бот traditional city 
living, replacing the typical condominium or shophouse 
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Cops eye love 


‘angle in QC 


s bloodbath 


real estate, the _ Ayala’ Property | Management 
Corporation-ensuring a secure, well-maintained communi- 
ty foryears to come. 5 

Community Innovations is an Ayala Land company that 
builds balanced, harmonious communities with a sense of 
fun, where the living experience enhances the lifestyles and 
fulfills the aspirations of its customers. 


By Dj Yap 


А LOVE TRIANGLE INVOLVING TWO MEN 
and a woman ended in a bloodbath yesterday, 
leaving all three dead inside a beauty parlor 
in Quezon City. 

Femando Dizon barged into the Lady Garette 
Saloon in Sugartowne Filinvest Road 1, Batasan 
Hills, where his alleged former lover and employ- 
er Olivia Acosta, 47, was having her nails done at 
alittle past noon. 

Seated nearby was Acosta’s driver and report- 
ed live-in parmer, Antonio Galvan. Without а 
‘word, Dizon shot Galvan at close range, said Que- 
zon City police criminal investigation division 
chief Supt. Procopio рала. 

Acosta then began erying and screaming for 
help, prompting Dizon to shoot her as wel, said 
witness Richard Goboc, a hairdresser. Both Gal- 


lifestyle with га more relaxed, intimate townhouse 
‘community. Spanning a total of only 200 units, Celadon is 
surprisingly loaded with outdoor lifestyle features-fom 
abundant greenery erasing the city, to a hidden security 
system creating peace of mind, a pool and jogging path for 
greater well-being, a secured kids zone, a place for a game 


shots with him, until he also fell dead, said Li- 
of basketball and even a grand pavilion for your parties. For inquiries, cali us at (021241-4976, email at pana, 
While the residences were created to give a feeling of 


separation from Manila's noisy intrusions, the location gives cli-sales@ayaiatand.com.nh or visit our website at End of affair 
‘owners an ideal proximity to best the city has to offer and www communityinnovations.com.ph. You may also According to Estelita Yabut, who said she was 


van and Acosta died instantly after they were hit 
in the head and other parts of the body, police. 
said. Dizon then tried to leave the parlor by going 
‘out the back door but Batasan Hills police led by 
Supt. Julius Abanes comered him and traded 


even next to the region's best schools, medical facilities, not 
to mention the ever-flourishing district of Binondo. Best of 
all, the residences are managed by the most trusted name in 
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visit Community Innovations’ sales office along San 
Fernando Street, Binondo, Manila. 


www.communityinnovations.cont.ph | Call: (02) 24194976 cii-sales@ayalaland.com.ph 


Acosta friend, Dizon had been Acosta’s driver 
ала livein partner, until she decided to end the 
relationship last year. 

Distraught, Dizon allegedly abducted Acosta in 
September to “talk to her,” Yabut said. 

Dizon was later charged with kidnapping and 
was detained for at least one week, she said. The 
case was scheduled for initial trial on March 29, 
said Acostas lawyer Manuel Ubaldo. 

In the meantime, Acosta, who did not have a 
job but received a pension from the United States, 
reportedly started a relationship with Galvan. 

"Olivia said she wanted out (of her relationship. 
with Dizon),” Yabut told police. “I told her she did 
not need to anger the man by charging him with 
kidnapping, since he only wanted to talk to her” 

‘Abanes, meanwhile, said another possible mo- 
tive forthe killing, apart from the love angle, was 
to prevent Acosta from testifying at the trial. 


Guards saw cops 
miss real target 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


TWO SECURITY GUARDS SAW OFFICERS 
from the Traffic Management Office (TMG) 
fire at an abandoned car in Pasig City whose 
‘occupants allegedly engaged the police earli- 
er ina shootout in neighboring Quezon City. 

‘Another set of cops also opened fire at an- 
other car, the guards said. The driver of the 
second car, a Toyota Vios, turned out to be a 
business executive who happened to be at the 
wrong place and at the wrong time. The exec- 
utive, Randolph Clarito, executive vice presi- 
dent of a pharmaceutical firm, was wounded 
in the shoulder and leg in the incident. 

For the error, seven cops had already been 
relieved of their posts and placed under inves- 
tigation. Three of these cops have tested posi- 
tive for gunpowder residue, 

‘The guards, whose names were withheld 
for security reasons for the meantime, have 
already given their statements to investiga- 
tors, the police said, 


Account 

Based on the guards’ account of what hap- 
pened around 12 midnight on Lanuza Street 
near Valle Verde in Pasig City, it appeared that 
the TMG men missed their real targets by only 
about three minutes, 

‘The guards said they saw three men alight 
from the Toyota Altis on Lanuza Street 
around 12 midnight. They then transferred to 
another car, which the police would later 
identify as a Mitsubishi Gallant. 

The guards could not tell whether the three 
men from the Altis had flagged down the Mit- 
subishi Gallant which had been comman- 
dered by armed men, according to its owner, 
Bryan Joel Raymundo. The guards said they 
saw the men take “something” out of the Altis 
and transferred it into the next car, which 
then headed south. Some three minutes later, 
a TMG car arrived. The guards saw about six 
officers, in complete uniform, get out of the 
police car. 

‘They appeared to inspect the Toyota Altis 
to see if people were still inside, and then 
fanned out, according to one of the guards. 
But he did not say whether the police had 
opened the Altis’ doors or not. 

‘The police also learned yesterday that the 
"Toyota Altis had two registration documents 
at the Land Transportation Office (LTO). The 
first set of LTO documents were registered un- 
dera Manuel Santos Jr 

Manuel Santos Jr turned up at Camp 
Crame yesterday with car documents show- 
ing a different chassis number, engine num- 
ber and plate number from an Altis registered. 
in the name of Manuel Santos Jr. The Altis 
that figured in the shooting incident, which 
was of a silver color, could not have been his 
because his car was black, he said, adding 
that the vehicle was sold six years ago. 

Meanwhile, PNP Chief Director General Ar- 
turo C. Lomibao “in the interest of transparen- 
cy" yesterday ordered the relief of TMG Direc- 
tor Chief Supt. Augusto Angeanan, Angcanan 
will exchange positions with a TMG veteran, 
Chief Supt. Erro! Pan, Deputy for Plans. 
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Peek perfect as Tigers rip Aces 


UNSTOPPABLE: Coca-Cola's Ali Peek unloads one of his perfect 12-of-12 
field goals off Alaska’s Tony dela Cruz and Mike Cortez. 


By Musong Castillo 


PERFECT. 

That's how Coca-Cola played on a night when Ali Peek was the. 
same, doing everything right in leading the Tigers to an 81-69 victo- 
ry over Alaska for the early lead in the elimination round of the Gran. 


Matador Brandy-PBA Philippine Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 


The Filipino-Ameri- 
can banger hit all of 
his 12 shots from the | 
field and finished with 
27 points as the Tigers 
‘won a second straight 
game in lopsided fash- | 
ion. 

К was the best shooting night by 
anyone in the rich history of the 
league, eclipsing Peek’s own 11-of- 
11 performance while, ironically, he 
was stil playing for Alaska in а 79- 
71 loss to San Miguel in the 2001 
Commissioners Cup. 

“I didn’t even know it," said asur- 
prised Peek in the press room. "Tm 
just glad that we won the game” 

In the second game, San Miguel 
survived aseason-high 33 tumovers 
by holding Red Bull scoreless in the 
last 3:25 fora 101-93 victory. 

‘The Beermen climbed into a tie 
with the Aces at 1-1. 

Alvin Patrimonio and Frankie 
Lim, who now hold front-office po- 
sitions for Purefoods and Talk N 
"Text, respectively are the only ones 
who have a longer string of consec- 
utive field goals made than Peek. 

Lim, then with Alaska, and Patri- 
monio made 13 straight two-point 


field goals—but both 


[ eames Tomorrow | their performances 

(Araneta Coliseum 

тт) 
Ys Tak Tot 

взорл.- Ваацру 

Ginebra vs Sta. Luca 


were spread over dif- 
|. тегиз. 
| Coca-Cola raced to 

double-digit leads ear- 

lyand was unforgiving 

on the defensive end. 

Antonio added 15 
points, including a tiple that gave 
the Tigers a 55-26 lead at the 9:31 
mark inthe third as Coke played in 
‘ruse contol the rest of the way. 

“Thats just how our team is—we 
feed off great defense,” said win- 
ning coach Binky Favis. 

The Tigers ripped the Air21 Ex- 
press to shreds, 104-83, in the fast 
game of the tournament last Sun- 
day and the way Favis got many of 
his men to contribute offensively 
sends a strong signal to the rest of 
the field 

Meanwhile, а Dallas-based pro- 
moter is arranging for a seven-man 
team of former National Basketball 
Association stars, led by the eccen- 
tric Dennis Rodman, to play an ex- 
hibition game with a PBA team and 
conduct clinics here. 

Alex English, Sidney Moncrief, 


Come and shop for the latest 
fashion trends available at 
St. Francis Square. 


Torge 


St. Francis 
SQUARE 


ORTIGAS CENTER 
REWIND зи MEGAMALL 


Because looking good need 
not be expensive. 


Get these outfits 
st the RTW Section 
(Upper Second Level) 
of St. Francis Square, 


Catch 
DICE & K9 
MOBB STARR 
album mali tour 
March 11, 2006 
Sat, - 5:00 PM, 
and 


SHERYN 
REGIS 
album mall tour 
March 12, 2006 
Sun, - 6:00 P.M, 


LIVE 


Francis Square 
1 Activity Area 


COROLLA 


ALTIS 


This March, you can own the ALTIS and INNOVA with 4 great deals. 


To celebrate our д” year as the country's NO, 1 in sales 


— for Passenger Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Overall Sales*. 


HENSIVE 


IRARICE tor the INNOVA and the ALTIS with any of 


these special privileges: 
SET. A TOYOTA VALUE CERTIFICATE WORTH 
eh 
Q 


Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used for Toyota Genuine Accessories, 
Chattel Mortgage, СТО Registration, TFS Financial Package or Discount 


Low OOOO, OF 


Avail of this wonderful package for the Altis or Innova through 


Toyota Financial Services (TFS), 


LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT 
For as low as 


Рр D 


15.3 
CLig ed Dex forthe ALTIS(60 months) 


TOYOTA 
LA NARCIALBERVICES) 


Asono ot tassista kasio page тт, 
инаку, 


INNOVA 


A Beautiful [Rlevolution 


Nest 208 
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moving forward > 


Lions, 


GAMES TODAY 
2p.n—B-point 
shootout, slamdunk 
е 2pm—USTatFEU 

(Woman's 
Championship) 
Haltlme—Awards 
Ceremonies) 
Apm—San Beda at 
UE (Men's 
Championship) 


SAN BEDA COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY OF 
the East clash today for the men's champi- 
onship in the Home and Away Invitational 
League (Hail) at the UE gym. 

The Red Lions earned a trip to the finals by 
pulling off a come-from-behind 78-72 win 
over reigning UAAP champion Far Eastern 
University at home while the UE Warriors 
gave Ateneo de Manila a rude reception at the 
UE gym with a lopsided 81-58 victory in the 
two knockout semifinal matches Thursday. 

The Warriors, a perennial contender in the 
UAAR will host the Red Lions of the NCAA in 


tren PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER wr 


SPORTS 


the titular clash starting at 4:30 p.m. today in. 
the only home-and-away tournament orga- 
nized by Waffle Marketing Inc. and sponsored 
by Adidas, the official outfitter, and Sunbolt, 
the official sports drink, 

From a 42-62 deficit in the third quarter, 
the Red Lions engineered a furious comeback 
in the final period, with Nigerian Samuel Ek- 
we scoring a vicious slam that finally put San 
Beda ahead, 72-70, with bárely two minutes 
left. From there, it was an all-Lions show as 
the Tamaraws were outscored, 10-23, in the 
last quarter. 


eleTech five eyes 


Sison as consultant 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


JUST LIKE THAT, FORMER MONTANA COACH ROBERT 
Sison is headed back to the PBL. 

‘TeleTech, the newest team in the country's premier am- 
ateur Iéague, has asked Sison to be part of its coaching 
staff, just days after the mentor quit his post. 

"There are talks between him and the management," 
TeleTech team manager Benjie Castillo said yesterday. 
“We're still forming the coaching staff and it's definitely an 
option (to hire Sison). But nothing has been formalized.” 

Sison confirmed that negotiations are ongoing, but 
clarified speculations that he's after the top coaching posi- 
tion. 

"ft will be for consultancy and not as head coach,” said 
Sison. “I will be more comfortable as a consultant, As I've 
said, I want to take a back seat [when it comes to] coach- 
ing right now.” 

TeleTech already announced last week that Jerry 
Codifiera, the former star center of Purefoods in the PBA, 
will debut as its head coach in the Unity Cup starting 
March 25. 

“Jerry and I have worked together before in FedEx (in 
the PBA),” noted Sison. 

Castillo indicated that Sison could inject more knowl- 


Peek perfect . . . 


Calvin Murphy Otis Birdsong, Kevin 
Willis, Darryll Dawkins will make 
up the rest of the team, which, if 
plans push through, will arrive in 
May. 

The scores: 


Second Game 


COCA-COLA 81—41 27, Antonio 15, Abar- 
rientos 9, Mirenda: 8, Argo 6, Singson: 5, 
Reavis 5, Mamari 3, Wainwright 3, Lao 0, 
Morano 0, Francisco 0 

ALASKA 69—Corte 17, Cariaso 17, Bo- 


Najorda 0, 


From page AIT 


lasco 10, Dla Cruz 9, Hugnatan 6, Alado 6, 
Thoss 2, Bajar 2, Franco 0, Wison 0, Laure 0 
Quarters: 28-14, 47-22, 67-42, 81-69 


ЗАН MIGUEL 101— Seigle 24, lidefonso 
49, Racela 15, Pea 14, Calagulo 13. Adriano 
First Game. => 12,Hanitveras 2, Noble 2, Kong O, Lopez. 
RED BULL 93—Тшай: 19, Focer ЗА, 
Bilja-12, Vilenueva-12;Pennsi 9-Robinson 
7, Bagulo 7, Cruz 5, Alvarez 4; Valenzuela; 


Quarters: 25-1, 520-39, 71-70, 101-83 


edge to his ròokie squad. 

“Robert has the experience, you can't deny that,” said 
Castillo. “He's been around in the MBA and the PBL, and 
he has a good reputation of winning." 

Sison, however, still has a live contract with Montaña 
until 2007. 

“I haven't heard from them but I don't see any problem 
in settling any contract dispute], said Sison, who 
steered the Jewels to their first ever title in the 2005 Open 
Championship. "I want to move on. Montaña has also 
moved on right now with coach Nel Parado." 

Sison stepped down as head coach last Monday after a 
disagreement with the Montaña management regarding a 
young player's recruitment. 

Montaña clarified the following day that management 
suspended Sison even before he decided to quit. Parado 
took over as interim coach. 

Tearh officials did not disclose the reason for the sus- 
pension, Sources said, however, that the rift simmered 
When management wanted to acquire tall rookie Samigue 
Eman from Rain or Shine in exchange for veteran Alex 
Compton, a trade that Sison reportedly did not want. 

As of yesterday, however, sources said that Rain or 
Shine wasn't keen on releasing the young, 6-foot-9 stand- 
out from Davao. 


wr 


deserve. 


PICHAY: Unity pledge 


Surigao del Sur Rep. 
"Butch" Pichay who is favored to win 
the chess presidency during elections to- 
day, noted that there are only 100 or so 
Filipinos with Fide (international chess 


Warriors collide for cage crown 


Today's program will start with a 3-point 
shootout and a slam dunk contest at 2 p.m. 

Over at the FEU Gym, the Lady Tamaraws 
battle the University of Sto. Tomas Tigresses 
for the women's crown at 2 p.m. 

‘The awarding ceremonies for the winners 
in the 3-point shootout, slam dunk, the wom- 
en's championship and the women's MVP will 
be held during ће halftime of the UE-San Be- 
da game, while the awarding rites for the win- 
ners in the men's basketball and the MVP 
Award will be given out after the champi- 
onship match. 


ROBERT Sison: Back seat, please. ruoresrems 


Prospero 
Padre Faura yesterday. 


federation) ratings, even though the 
‘country has thousands of players. 

“Tf these players don’t have ratings, 
‘what would motivate them to compete 
and pursue a career [in chess]?" said 
Pichay during the SCOOP sa Kamayan 
forum at the Kamayan restaurant on 


Pichay said Filipino players lack inter- 
national exposure and only play in tour- 
naments that don't really allow them to 
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Ignacio's 59 
lifts Le Chef 
to victory 


BAGUIO CITY—GOODY IGNACIO SCORED AN 
eye-popping 59 points and capped Le Chef's mas- 
terful 18-point victory in Group I at the close yes- 
terday of the 18th Philippine Corporate Cup at 
the Camp John Hay Golf Club course here. 

Ignacio's final-round effort, equivalent to 5: 
under-par 65 in medal play powered Le Chefto a 
161 total for the day and а 36-hole aggregate of 
316, far ahead of Crystal рен? 298. 

Also contributing for Le Chef in the fourto- 
play, three-to-count scoring were Fred Puckett 
who had a 54 and Rommel Gomez with a 48. Ben 
Liclican's 45 failed to count. 

Jose Guico Jr of Merit Stainless Steel also took 
the spotlight when he aced the 160-yard 18th 
hole with a driver. He won a Wilson golf set, 

Naktaynay, LNP Foundation 1, Leads Agri and 
the Indonesia Seniors were the other division win- 
ners of the tourney sponsored by the Camp John 
Bay Manor, Camp John Hay Golf Club, Camp 
John Hay Devt Corp., Club Leisure Management 
Corp, Golforce, Information Professionals Ine, 
МЕТ, Le Chef and Wilson. Figaro, Hotshots, 
Strawberries and Flavors are minor sponsors. 

Joining Ignacio in the individual winners list 
were Alex Joseph of Nation Petroleum in Group 1, 
Mike Robles of Crystal Dew in Group I, Tony Boy 
“Tabora of Naktaynay in Group ІП, Rey Valdez in 
Group IV and Agoes Soelewah of Indonesia in the 
seniors division. 

Camp John Hay board chair Robert John So- 
brepefia and Cecil Hechanova, founder of the Cor- 
porate Cup, handed out trophies to the winners at 
the 19th Tee ofthe John Hay Manor Suites. 

The team resus: 

Group i 316 Le Chel, 298 Crystal Dow, 297 Naton 
Petroleum, 297 Nueva a, 296 Н Dao 

Group i: 281 Natanay, 272 Club Marinduque, 253 CJH 
Manor, 251 IP, 250 Arma 

Group: 239 LNP Foundation, 285 ERA Farm, 231 Dream- 
lend, 231 Tech, 227 Bromyard 

Group W: 206 Leads Адй, 201 СІН Leisure, 195 ARGC 
Team, 188 Moonwalk, 143 Marila East Media 

Seniors: 272 рапава, 285 PASGA, 283 йу Cebu, 252 
MRT-DOTO, 252 Toras 


Pichay strongest NCFP candidate 


THE MAN REPUTED TO BE THE 
strongest candidate to head the National 
Chess Federation of the Philippines hasa. 
pledge: if elected, he would give obscure 
and unrated players the attention they 


sharpen their talents. 

The NCFP polls are set at noon today 
at the Celebrity Sports Plaza in Quezon 
Ciy. Representatives of accredited chess 
clubs will elect 15 members of the board 
of directors. The new NCFP head will be 
chosen from among the directors. 

Pichay also promised to unite the 
warring factions in local chess which 
had either backed or opposed the poli- 
cies of outgoing president Go Teng КОК. 


ALTHOUGH SURIGAO АЕР PROSPERO 
“Butch” Pichay says the outcome of today’s 
NCFP elections at the Manila Hotel is uncer- 
tain, scribes who attended yesterday's 
SCOOP sa Kamayan session told me the pro- 
cess is a mere formality and that the Surigao 
del Sur congressman should be the hands- 
down choice for the presidency. 

“First, the members of the board will be 
elected. We can expect Pichay, Tagaytay 
Mayor Bambol Tolentino and former NCFP 
president Go Teng Kok to each get a seat in 
the board," one of the scribes from a daily 
tabloid predicted. ‘After this, the board 
elects the president. The choice of Pichay 
should be unanimous.” 

Aware that the association has always 
been immersed in controversy, Butch's 
first order of the day, if elected, is unifica- 
tion, Butch's vision is to bring back the 
golden age in chess, 

“Parang showbiz kasi ‘yang chess, 
masyadong kontrobersyal, kaya ang 
unang dapat gawin ay ma-unite muna la- 
hat. Does anyone of you know who is the 
current world champion?" he asked the. 
scribes, obviously to stress the point that 
nobody knows because nobody cares. 

“People have lost interest in chess," he 
lamented. “Dapat maibalik 'yan." 

Being the head of a sports organization 
like the NCFP is not an easy task, Butch ad- 
mitted. “Chess players are not the easiest 
people to deal with, They are like artists. 
‘They have moods and peculiarities, But 1 
think I can help them, by getting sponsors 
and staging a monthly tournament for them, 
‘And we don’t even have to depend on gov- 
ernment funding. I intend to tap the private. 
sector," he said. 

One of Butch's major plans is to hold an 
international tournament here where Euro- 
pean chessers vill be invited to compete, 

Butch sure has a well-planned blueprint 
forthe NCFR 

According to Ben Viloria, Brian's dad, 
those press releases from the Elorde 
‘camp about a projected fight between his 
son and challenger Juanito Rubillar, for- 
mer WBC International light flyweight 
champ, are just that: press releases. 

Very recently, though, promoter Bebot 
Elorde proposed the fight in a letter to the 
WBC. 

The WBC responded by urging Elorde 
to negotiate with Brian's manager, Gary 


‘Chess is just like showbiz’ 


1м HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


Gittelsohn. 

Although Brian said he is willing to 
take on Rubillar—or any other challenger 
for that matter—Ben Viloria doubts if the 
match can be scheduled in the next two or 
three months. 

Ben said Brian’s fractured hand will 
need more time to heal. 

I don't want to disappoint you, folks, but 1 
don't think the BAP issue is about to be set- 
ted. 

In fact, 1 think the national basketball 
controversy could even worsen. 

From what 1 gathered from reliable 
sources, POC president Peping Cojuangco 
doesn't want to retain the name BAP (which 
its president, Joey Lina, has been fighting for 
during his meetings with the country’s bas- 
ketball stakeholders) despite the FIBAs re- 
jection of the rival group Philippine Basket- 
ball Federation Шс. 

Апа because Joey has not been updating 
the other BAP officers of the developments, 
in his meetings with the stakeholders, he is 
now being eyed with suspicion. 

The appointment of Michel Lhuillier as 
the new BAP chair is a screaming message 
that Lina’s executive committee will not 
honor the new constitution and by-laws 
drafted by the former senator and the bas- 
ketball stakeholders. The draft proposes а 
new structure or table of organization that 
may or may not include the present set of 
BAP officers. 

Congratulations to the La Salle Green 
Hills mini basketball team for capturing 
the NCR Palaro 2006 13-and-under cham- | 
pionship over the San Beda Alabang 
squad which walked out halfway through 
the game. 

With La Salle ahead by 19 points, 26-7, 
SBC Alabang coach Aldrin Morante vehe- 
mently protested a traveling violation 
called on one of his players, subsequently 
signaling his team to walk out. The game 
ended in a furor, with one SBC Alabang 
parent hurling a chair into the court. 

LSGH coach Emmanuelle Mesia’s boys 
swept the double elimination round, 
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NCRAA 


7th crown 


LEOMER LOSENTES AND FILIPINO-AMERI- 
can hotshot Chris Pacana came through at the 
clutch and towed the St. Francis of Assisi Col- 
lege Doves past the Arellano University Flam- 
ing Arrows, 76-72, yesterday and claim their 
seventh National Capital Region Athletic As- 
sociation men's basketball crown. 

Losentes finished with 21 points, including 
two free throws with 42 seconds left that handed 
the Doves a 10-point edge and allowed St. Fran- 
cis to end the best-of three series at 2-1. 

Christopher Concepcion added 15 points for 
the Doves. Pacana, a prized recruit from Los An- 
geles, California, chalked up 13 points. 

"Tm proud of the guys,” said Doves coach 
Gabby Velasco. “They were determined to get 
back the trophy, to get back the championship 
they lost last year.” 

‘The Doves won their sixth crown two years 
ago, but were not able to defend it last season 
when they missed the semifinals due to injuries 
to their key players. 

Orlando Daroya scored a game-high 22 points 
forthe Flaming Arrows. 
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Doves grab SUNS lose shine 


against hot Spurs 


PHOENIX—TONY PARKER 
poured in 29 points and back 
court partner Manu Ginobili 
chipped in with 18 as the San 
Antonio Spurs dumped the 
Suns, 117-93, on Thursday. 


Tim Duncan had 16 for the red-hot Spurs, 
who shot a sizzling 55 percent on the way to 
collecting their eighth win in nine games by 
snapping the Suns win run at 11. 

Shawn Marion had 18 points and 11 re- 
bounds and Boris Diaw flirted with a triple- 
double with 16 points; nine rebounds and 
nine assists but the Suns lacked their usual 
spark without league MVP Steve Nash, who 
missed his first game of the season with a 
sprained ankle. 

‘The Suns scored the first basket but it 
would be their only lead of the game as the 


Spurs followed up with an 8-0 run and never 
looked back leading, 38-19, after the open- 
ing quarter and 64-50 at the half. 

‘After the break the Spurs continued to 
pour it on, opening up a 20-point advantage 
before coasting into the final 12 minutes with 
a commanding 89-71 edge. 

In Philadelphia, Carmelo Anthony hit for 
29 points and pulled down 10 rebounds to 
overshadow another dominant display from 
Allen Iverson leading the Denver Nuggets 
past the 76ers, 97-93. 

Anthony's total included the go-ahead. 
bucket with 18 seconds to play as the 
Nuggets held on to post their third straight 
win. 

Ruben Patterson contributed 20 points to 
the Denver cause while Marcus Camby 
helped out with 13 points and 14 rebounds. 

Noother Nuggets hit double figures. 

Iverson turned in a typically energetic ef- 
fort, pouring in a game high 38 points along 


with six rebounds and six as- 
sists 

Chris Webber was the only other 
76cr in double figures with 17 points and 
20 rebounds as Philadelphia dropped their" 
third straight game. 

In Portland, Dirk Nowitzki drained a game. 
high 33 points and pulled down 10 rebounds 
as the Dallas Mavericks eased to 109-92 win 
over Trail Blaze * 

Jason Тепу had 19 points and Marquis 
Daniels added 13 points for the Mavericks, who 
have won three of their lst four games 

Zach Randolph paced Portland with 
29 points while Sebastian Telfai 
added 12 points and eight as- 
sists as the slumping Trail 
Blazers lost for the 10th 
timein 11 games. Reuters - „ба 

«НВА game on SOLAR: 

11 am— Memphis vs Sacra- 
meno (replay at 7 pm) 


Sta. Elena, Highlands dominate 39th Capati golf 


STA. ELENA CAPTURED THE OVERALL 


team trophy while Veronica Veloso of 
Tagaytay Highlands bagged the overall 
individual award in the 39th Dominga 
Capati Memorial Tournament yesterday 
at the south course of the Canlubang 
Golf and Country Club in Laguna. 

Sta. Elena, which posted runner-up 
finishes in Class A and Class C, earned 
a total of 16 points to clinch the 
Dominga Capati Trophy. 


Veloso amassed 127 points after 
rounds of 41, 40 and 46, winning the 
individual plum over Carina Rica- 
monte of Sta. Elena, who made 123 
and settled for the Class A trophy. 

‘Tagaytay bagged the Class B plum 
in a runaway fashion over Alabang to 
highlight a big show in the three-day 
tourney that saw the Highlanders win 
four other awards. 

Canlubang, bannered by Lina de 


Guzman, topped Class A of the team 
competition after nipping Sta. Elena in 
a countback. 

‘Alabang took Class C over Sta. Ele- 
na with plenty to spare. 

Winning the other individual cate- 
gories were Rose Torrefranca in Class 
B and Carmen Co of Forest Hills in 
Class C. 

Day 1 individual winners were Rica- 
monte, Nati Toribio and Co; Beth 


Romero and Marissa Vergara of High- 
lands and Lilian Lu of Forest on Day 2. 
and Rio Co of Sta. Elena, Veloso and 
Mary Anne Colayco on Day 3. 

Nearest-the-pin winners were Ros- 
alie Heo of Highlands on No. 8, Rica- 
monte on No. 13 and Dionne Cu of 
Highlands on No. 17. 

The Capati Memorial was orga- 
nized by the Women’s Golf Association 


SPORTSWATCH 


Butsumyo first female 


qualifier te poker finals 

KIM BUTSUMYO BECAME THE FIRST FEMALE 
player to qualify to the main event of the Philippine 
Poker Tour Milion-Peso Hold'em Philippine Champi- 
onship set Apri! &-9 at Ine Airport Casino lino. 
Pareiaque, Butsumyo advanced to the finals along 
with 12 others from Metro Manila. They are Francis 
‘Amal, Balu Renganatan, Kenny Karseboom. Paul 
Santos, Gotch Chua, Ronald Regis, Grant Butsumyo, 
Olver Zapanta, Ricky Sarmiento, Tim Vp Mauri Bu- 
lauitan and Raymond Umagat Four players from Cebu 
City—Alfonso Canizares, Raymund Garcia, Manuel 
Regis and Nonoy Tirol—also made it to the main 
evert, bringing to 37 the number of finalists. Aside 
from prizes worth P1 millon, the winner wil bring 
home the Champion's Bracelet and the title as the first 
Holdem champ. A total of P1.6 milion wil be award- 
ed to the top 10 finishers, said chlef organizer Rey 
‘Gamboa. Over 250 players have so far participated In 
non-wager satelite tournaments bong held at San 
Mig, Alabang Town Center Valle Verde Country Cub; 
E Pueblo at Ortigas Genter: and Rajah Park Hotel, Ce- 
bu City. For Inquries, call 817-9092 or 812-0153. 


DHL jungolí series resumes 
ACTION IN THE FIRST DHL-WWW EXPRESS NA- 
tional Age-Group Golf Champlonships resumes today 
with the staging of пе Mindanao leg at the Pueblo de 
Ого Golf and Country Club In Cagayan de Oro City. 
The organizing National Golf Association of the Philip- 
pines said the 36-hole tournament ending tomorrow 
‘will have competitions In the 15-17, 13-14, 11-12 and 
9-10 age brackets. The four-leg regional series kicked 
off at The Orchard last month. The top two placers in 
each group will chance tote fna set May 9-11 t 
Viam For Inquiries, call 525-6987 or 524-5160. 


UP basketball tryouts set 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES FIGHTING 
Maroons, under coach Joe Lipa, wil be holding bas- 
katbali tryouts on March 22 and 23, starting at 6 p.m., 
at the UP gym. Open to high school students, the try- 
outs, Lipa said, will be the last for the UP men's team 
that Is preparing for the coming UAAP wars. 


Zabong, Firefly share title 
THE IMPORTED ENTRIES OF JV MAGSAYSAY 
(Zabong RT 114) and of Emile Austria and Joe Wol- 
соп (Frey 100 RM) scored 5 points each to share 
the championship of the National Cockers Associa- 
lont frst 7-cock derby for March last Thursday. to 
Ynares' Binangonan Balbina missed sharing the title. 
bya mere hall-point when it scored a heartbreaking 
drawn the panulimate fight of the derby Third plac- 
ars with 4 points each were Jaen Col VGB Frally of 
Elan Nagano, Wila Wing Sundance of Ronnie Puno, 
Jade Resort of Arman Santos and Red Creek | and. 
Red Creek II of iggy Arroyo. The 3-pointers were ВА. 
Fatman S Bacolor of Tony Tan, RM Firefly of Amboy 
Мапраќг Jade Resort пе of Arman Santos, Fre- 
fly RM 13, and Mulawin VGB Colorado of Frank Berin. 


Pacman’s derby Monday 
BOXING HERO MANNY PACQUIAO, IN COOPERA- 
tion with WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp., will pre- 
sent tha Super Pacman 5-Cock Derby on Monday at 
Makati Coliseum with B-Meg Derby Ace as sponsor, 
Pacquiao will count on the support of popular cock- 
rs to maka this blockbuster event a success Among 
them are Gov. Chavit Singson, Patrick Antonio, Wa- 
kee Salud, William Co, Lito Orlllaza, Rudy Salud, Gov. 
Ito Ynares. Loule Cua, Boy de Roca and Eric dela 
Rosa. For inquiries, сай 896-3545 or 895-6475. 


*Largahan' at Roligon today 
MORE THAN 100 SMALLTIME COCKERS AND BREE- 
ders aro вер action in he opening round of the P2- 
millon Largahan §-Cock Derby which start at 3 p.m. 
today at Roligon Mega Cockpit. To be hosted by pro- 
Totor Roly Ligon, the four-day cockfest sponsored by 
Thunderbird Enertone and Lakpue Drug Inc. comes 
оп the heals of Roligon Anniversary Derby where Ed 
Patawaran of Bulacan emerged as solo champion. For 
Inquiries, call 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812. 


of the Philippines. 


MANU Ginobili soars for a layup. 
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Arcilla turns back 
Anasta, captures 
Kobe Gakuin Cup 


v» PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


SPORIS 


NATIONAL PLAYER JOHNNY ARCILLA WORKED BE- 
hind a solid forehard to overpower Elbert Anasta, 6-3, 
7-5, yesterday and rule the 2006 Kobe Gakuin Cup In- 
vitational Tennis tournament at the Ayala Alabang 
Tennis Club. 

Arcilla won the champion’s purse of P20,000 
while Anasta got P10,000 in the tournament orga- 


nized by Camoy Palahang, а teammate of Felix Barri- 


entos, Roland So and Robert Angelo in the RP Davis 
Cup team in the 19905. 

"Putting up this event is my way of helping my fel- 
low Filipino players," said the 39-year-old Palahang, 
who's in his third year as head coach of the visiting 
Kobe Gakuin University team, "This tournament is 
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also part of my team's training program." 

Under Palahang, who also trained members of 
Japan's national junior team and women players, the 
Kobe Gakuin University squad ended a 40-year-old 
title drought by winning last year’s Division П title in 
the Kansai Gakusei League. The title victory promot- 
ed the squad to Division I play this year. 
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By Nestor U. Torre Many awards groups also even in Los Angeles) wouldn't- directorial handling. Contributing to the discussion 
placed their bets on “Brokeback,” warm up to it enough to give ita Тіз isnt the first time it's һар. is the fact that “Crash” also won 
WE REALLY MUST GET OUT OF Бш some weeks ago, there was a best picture award. pened, but the separation of movie for original screenplay, while 
the movie-award prediction buzz growing about "Crash" as — Working in “Crash’s" favor, on from director in terms of awards is "Brokeback" copped the adapted 
business. Our "educated guess- the awards’ dark horse—and it the other hand, was its huge en- sure to generate additional contro- screenplay award. 
ез" for the Academy Awards last looked like. it simply galloped semble of actors, and its provoca- versy and discussion. This would appear to cancel 
week scored in the best director away with a plurality of the US Чуе theme about racial conflict |. ош the screenplay factor in figur- 
(Ang Lee), actor (Philip Sey- film Academy's votes. and the many forms of violence it Vision ing out why the Academy mem- 
тош Hoffman) and actress |. цо engenders. After all, there are people who bers voted the way they did in the 
(Reese Witherspoon) care. Hindsight The fact that Ang Lee won as believe in the auteur principle of best picture category. 
gories, but missed out on the What could have spelled the best director even as his film, filmmaking, which posits thebe- Another big winner at the Os- 
Best picture plum, which went, difference? This is all hindsight "Brokeback Mountain,” lost the lief that a film reflects the vision cars was George Clooney who 
mot fo "Brokeback Mountain, пом, but some believe that top plum may suggest that of its writer-director. A plurality won as best supporting actor for 
But to the independent film, “Brokeback” couldn't have won. Academy members thought it ofthe Oscar voters this year obvi- “Syriana.” He may have lost in STEWART made this year’s 
"Crash" —which literally because it was a film about gays, best to separate the movie's con- ously believes that this need not the bigger director (“Good Night, Academy Awards show unique 
crashed Oscar’s party! and the straight majority (yes, troversial subject matter from its always be the case. INDIEA23 ап memorable. 
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Strength "We're Still. . . rompas 


i Performances аге on March 17, 18, 23, 24, 
EVERYONE SEEKS STRENGTH IN warriors break down and crumble. As long as you stay connected to | 25,30 and 31, and on April 1, 6, 7 and 8. 
its different forms—physical and in- LOTUS POND ‘There's nothing wrong with failing Him, you wont be overburdened, Call Cherry at 0917 428-6807, Ticketworld at 
ternal. As we go through life, we real- *. and falling down because its necessary This connection will inspire you to | 891-9999, or Teatrino at 722-4532 loc. 116. 
ize our need for strength. Gaining р Volpe, iE for us to know what our weaknesses reach out to others and help them find ver 
physical strength is easy, but finding 2% со are, But, we should notrely on insignif- their way to the Supreme Being. ‘The Mandy Navasero Summer Photowork- 
internal strength is another mater. and 5. Bismark ЈА icant living entities to give us strength. Saintly persons draw inner | shop will start on April 8, and runs until May 27. 
A — ни strength from the Supreme Powerful. | On the other hand, the MN Batanes Photo Safari 
Expectations strength or shelter from an ordinary Unlimited source Through difficulties and obstacles, they | takes place from April 12 to 15 (jointly with Fies- 
Sometimes, we feel our world fall living entity, you're bound to have — Wheredowefindstrength? Thereisan manifest compassion, humility, pa- | ta Tours). Call 899-1767 or 896-3208. 
apartwhen a hugeburden landsonour great difficulty. You think, “Here's one unlimited source of strength—and pow- tience and tolerance—and, along the E-mail mandynavasero@yahoo.com. 
„shoulder. However, when expectations person I can give my heart to—he's er: The Supreme Powerful is the ultimate мау, they find peace and satisfaction, 
Increase, we find it hard to cope. my shelter and security" Pretty soon, origin of strength, because He is our spiti- 
The fact is, when you try to find misery follows. And even stalwart tual foundation 
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Remembering Astaire and Kelly 


By Behn Cervantes tro 
B son 
“FRED ASTAIRE WAS 
Hollywood's ^ finest 
male dancer in the 
golden age of cinema, 
Only Gene Kelly could 
challenge his illustri 
ous place in the enter- 
tainment scene, 

But, while Fred was 
an urban sophisticate, 
Gene was an acrobatic Everyman. 
Astaire—often in signature tuxedo 
and top hat—was always dressed 
to the nines. Gene, on the other 
hand, was often clad in dungarees, 
street clothes, or a sailor's uniform. 


Ge 


KELLY. Masculine 
approach. 


Acrobatic sí 


paired with 


beautiful and talented dancers. His 
acrobatic style and masculine ap- 
proach found synergy with the terp- 
sichorean skills of Cyd Charisse and 


Big break 

Fred initially found acclaim by 
dancing with his sister, Adele. On 
the other hand, shortly after Kelly 
had found success on the legiti- 
mate stage in "Pal Joey" Holly- 
wood beckoned (via "Cover Girl," 
with Rita Hayworth) and later 
crowned him worthy successor to 
Fred's throne. 

Although neither performer 
had a great singing voice, they 
were nevertheless credited for in- 


Indie 


Leslie Caron. 
bered sharing 
Debbie Reyn 
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and Депу”), 
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ducing the latest 
ngs of Cab Cal- 


loway, Cole Porter and 


orge Gershwin to 


the public. 

Astaire is best re- 
membered for his part- 
nership with Ginger 
Rogers. The duo was 
known for their obvious 
rapport, but when the 
two thespians danced 


together in "Zeigfeld Follies,” fans 


appreciated their respective styles. 


tyle 


On the other hand, Kelly was 


Hollywood's most 


How? 


Find. Out... 


He is best remem- 
the big screen with 
olds and Donald 


O'Connor in "Singing in the Rain.” 
However, one of Tinseltown’s 
performers outshone Gene's con- 


rs: А feisty, tiny 


mouse named Jerry, (from “Tom 


who danced with 


Kelly in 1945's “Anchors Aweigh.” 


and Good Luck") category, but his supporting- 
actor victory was significant in its own right 
because it appeared to be his colleagues’ trib- 
ше, not just to his acting talent, but to his 
growth as a filmmaker, as a whole. 


Difficult issues 

Clooney more than lived up to his peers es- 
teem for him when he took the Oscars as an ос- 
casion to share his admiration for US film peo- 
ples daring in making their viewers confront dif- 
ficult issues, rather than run away from them. 

“This group of people gave Hattie Mc- 
Daniel an Oscar in 1939—when blacks were 
still sitting in the back of theaters,” he pointed 
ош. “Tm proud to be a part of this Academy" 

Also successful in vindicating himself at the 
Oscars was first-time host, Jon Stewart, who 
refused to give up his political-satirist per- 
sona, even as he got strong laughs with some 
ofhis more entertaining broadsides. 

"Crash," Clooney and Stewart made the 2005 
Oscar awards unique and memorable for us. 
They were true winners, one and ай! 
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A GRIEF-STRICKEN FAMILY, 
A TRAGEDY-HAUNTED HOUSE ON THE 
CLIFFS OF WALES AND A SMALL 
. TOWN'S SECRET HISTORY 


1л an attempt to pull her family together, New 
Yorker Adele Tuan travels with her daughter. 
Sarah to Anglesey, Wales in the U.K. to visit her 
contractor father.- James Tullian. 

‘The moming after they arrive, Sarah mysteri- 
‘ously vanishes. While the parents desperately 
search for Sarah; а guilt-ridden Adele is haunted 
by visions of her daughter as though she is 
‘rapped somewhere inside the haunted house. 
Adele soon leams of an ancient local legend of a 
place called The Dark - an ethereal land of the 
dead - and she becomes convinced that Sarah is 
communicating to her from The Dark. 


Not long after. Sarah disappears, Adele and 
James find themselves involved with a girl who 
not only bears а striking resemblance to their 
missing daughter, but reveals that she has 
retuned from the dead to inform them on how to 
get Sarah back. They must follow the пие: ‘one ` 
^f the living, for one of the dead. The living must 
be sacrificed so that the dead can retum. 
Townsfok suspect that the Tullans.are suc- 
cumbing to the legacy of madness and murder 
that overwhelmed the house's previous tenants. 
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Repertory Philippines presents 
1 LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE 
‘at REP's Globe Theater - March 10 to 12, 2006 
For inquiries. pls. call 887-0710 


Come & view the 20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
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Shop in Ayala Malls using your ВРЕ Express Credit Card 
for a chance to win a Nissan Patrol 4x4 in the Grand Draw 
end fabulous prizes in the Monthly Draws. 
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Fresh, stimulating action in 16 Blocks' 


By Noelani Torre find the real-time pace of Bruce frameofthe movie's 105-minute B x doesn’t accomplish this with the 
Willis new starrer a welcome | running time. usual slickness, but with a lot of 
IF YOU'RE FEELING A BIT change. Directed by Richard In the film, Willis plays Jack out-of-shape panting and sweat- 
winded from the brisk pacing of Donner “16 Blocks" has а story Mosley, an NYPD cop whose sim- я ing. 
today's action flicks, you might that unfolds within the time- ple job of transporting Eddie dé E^ x 
Bunker (Mos Def), а criminal- Sincerity 
ЭА ОТИ SEED] tumedgrand jury-wimess from 1 Def plays his character with 


К the precinct to the courthouse 16 (1 sincerity and charisma that will 
Ч\Н ИШИН) DUE: blocks away tums out to be hairi- BY nave you rooting for him. His per- 


p] erthanitseems formance, їп fact, surpasses 
«mall Memor 2 | Р г i Willis, since the latter plays the 


prn. Assassin WILLIS AND DEF Solid piece of work. straight guy їп this particular 
Bunker turns out to be a chat- Ё ‚_ partnership. 

terbox, a character trait that the then along chase ensues. tired and balding—an alcoholic ^ Another notable perfor- 

hung-over Jack doesn’t appreci. Despite the familiar tricks of with a bad leg and а paunch. Іп mance is David Morse's portray- 

ate. Thats hardly the worst part the action trade, “16 Blocs" one of the film's significant al of the villainous detective, 

though, because when he stopsto manages to be a step above the scenes, we watch his weary Frank Nugent. His boyish face is 

load up on alcohol, an assassin usual action-movie fare: progress down the corridor of incongruous with his nefarious 
nearly blows up the head of his Theshotsaregrainier thecam- his precinct: He's too drainedto deeds. 

s Sendas Family Day á oH witness. era freer, and the characters—not even notice that he's gone past “16 Blocks” is a solid piece of 

шде en ris C Ei fi Li a is Sams Jack soon realizes that hes the action—are the center of the the door to his department. This work. It may feel like a return 

eso Tay лв ars Er Fd Sp Coney al rk КТУ Moepols opened а can of worms when his movie. aging is quite convincing—but, to the 805 way of making ac- 

och Vade date nab i бно риу 24 ао Ау | Friends in blue turn out to be the " he is still Bruce Willis, after all, tion movies, but it neverthe- 

A itor tin ic at Go l estia muss "real" bad guys behind the bad Alcoholic so you just know that he'll still less remains fresh and stimu- 
PME Ee аду: чайыры guys. He listens to his conscience, Willis’ Jack Mosley is old, be able to save the day Не lating. 


*We're Still Hot" 


CATCH J.J. MCCOLIS. 
"Were Still Hot a 
delightful comedy- STREET 
musical at the Teavi- SMAR 
no in Greenhills on 
March 17. 
Directed by Leo Ri- 
ар, "Were Still Ной 
The Musa follows 1м 
four women “of a cer- 
tain age" who meet for 
the fist ime at ате. Mandy 
union 35 years after Navasero 
high school gradu — — — — — 
tion. The talented cast includes Pinky Marquez, 
Lynn Sherman, Shamaine Centenera and Niña 
Romualdez. 


Ме 7286150 ти но вода. 
: Fearless t Tiger Blade 


5:16 Blocks 3: Casanova 
1 Fearless : 


à 


Range of emotions 

Niña plays Zsu Zsu, the eternal optimist, 
who takes us through an impressive range of 
emotions. 

Shamaine portrays Marnie, the 53-year- 
old businesswoman who keeps a longtime 
lover—the husband of one of her closest 
friends! 

Lynn delivers a hilarious performance as 
Kate, the single mother of a thirtysomething 
son who has just left home. For her part, 
Pinky plays Cynthia, a “typical housewife" 
who endures a faithless husband, 

‘The musical presents insights into the joys, 
sorrows and frustrations of aging, and the 
new discoveries that come with it. Do your- 
selves a favor: Don't miss it! 
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By Rito P. Asilo “The Dark" his intriguing narrative—about Adelle (Мапа crets—involving evil and mythology—soon 
$ МЕБ Di Jolin НЕШЕ Bello), an American mother whose daughter, unfold. т STUART. Won best 
‘The Keys to the House’ S: Maria Bello, Sean Bean. Sarah, vanishes under mysterious circum- Тһе film's initially engrossing premise is actor in Venice 
Gianni Amelio * stances when she visits her estranged hubby, soon overwhelmed by its dawdling fr touching 
D: Gianni Amelio charlotteRampling Јол Faweett adeptly uses darkness аз а James (Sean Bean), inthe Welsh countryside. pace—and downward-spirals into a сот. Performance. 


metaphor and a directorial device to explain The seaside community's dark, brooding se- founding finale. 


FOR MOVIE BUFFS WHO ARE LOOKING 
for grittier cinematic fare to-“chew” on this 
week, make a beeline for Gianni Amelio's 
flawed but soul-stirring father-son dra- 
ma—currently being screened at Robinsons 
Galleria—about a confused father, Gianni 
(Kim Stuart Rossi, 2004 Venice filmfest best 
actor winner), who has to take his handi- ү: 
capped 15-year-old son, Paolo (Andrea | 
Rossi), from Italy to Berlin foraseries ofmed- | 
ical tests. | 

The catch: He hasn't seen the boy since he 1 
abandoned him at birth. Now, he has to deal 
with his guilt as he tries to make amends for 
the sins of his youth. 


! 
| PELIKULA AT LIPUNAN 2006 

! “AKTRES” 

| A TRIBUTE TO MOVIE QUEENS 
[ж Р 


Now SHOWING 
., March 11, 2006 Saturday 


Unlimited bonding? 
Kayang-kaya sa | 


“Сазапоуа” 
D: Lasse Hallström 
: Heath Ledger 


DALAGANG ПОКАНА. 
starring: Gloria Romero 
NEXT ATTRACTION 
, March 12, 2006 Sunday 
6:00 p.m 
PAGDATING SA DULO 
starring: Rita Gomez 


mo Casanova, the fabled 18th century 
Lothario, who finds himself ironically attract- 
ей to Francesca (Sienna Miller), a feisty femi- 
nist who is betrothed to a wealthy business- 
man to save the dwindling fortunes of her 
family. 

Lasse Hallström delivers a delightful, farci- 
cal romp that, unfortunately, fails to examine 
the psychological turmoil and motivations 
that drive the lonely man behind the insa- 
бае lover. Now, he faces his biggest chal- 
lenge: Understanding the real meaning of 
love. 


WATCH THE WORLD’S GREATEST LOVER IN ACTION! | 
New SHOWING 
NET 


STRICTLY FOR 15 YEARS AND UP 


9:00 p.m 
ORO, PLATA, MATA 
starring: Cherie Gil, 


1 
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1 
1 
1 
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1 
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Heath Ledger hams it up as he plays Giaco- | 
1 
I 
1 
1 
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i Sandy Andolong 


For good na! 
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As low as Р15/дау! 


For Postpaid and Prepaid 
(Globe-to-Globe) 


P15 P25 P50 


LEDGER MITLER IRÁ E for 1 day for 2 days for 5 days : 
Text UNLIMITXT15  -TexXUNLIMITXT25 Text UNLIMITXTSO 
to 2870 to 2870 to 2870 


Prepaid subscribers must have at least P1 load to enjoy the service. Postpaid subscribers must 
consume their free SMS before availing of the service. Users can only register to one denomination 
at a given time. Regular rates apply until users receive confirmation of activation. The service 
will be activated within 24-hours after registration. The expiry period for Prepaid Globe Unlimibxt. 
offer is different from your regular load expiry period. Globe Unlimitxt Is not available 
while subscriber is on Prepaid International Roaming mode. 


Now you can easily renew your Globe Unlimitxt subscription! 
You will receive a reminder message 6 hours before the expiration of your Globe Unlimitxt, 
dust reply YES to renew your subscription. 


IN THE ACTION TRADITION OF ‘HEAT’! 
WHILE THE HEADLINES ARE BEING BROADCAST, THE WORST SCENARIO IS HAPPENING. 


БҮТҮК 
КЕШУСНЕМ NICK CHEUNG 
| CHEUNG SUI РАІ. 
rected by JOHNNIE TO Distributed by @ 


IN THEATERS MARCH 15 


CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 
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Sharon needs stronger support em. 


support than this. Otherwise, 
shell end up exhausting herselfin 
gamely trying to make up for oth- 


ers limitations. 
Jt was a good thing that some 
members of the studio audience 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


‘Get a Mini Shabu-Shabu Cash Certificate worth P100.00 
for every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie 
atthe Shang Cineplex. 

Promo Period - Feb 15 to Mar 15, 2006. See Posters For Details 
Per DTI-NCR Permit Number АЗ-0168, Series of 2006. 
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fared better. The experiences they 
shared were interesting because 
they were real and diverse. 

All told, however, the show suf- 
fered from lack of focus. “Male-fe- 


male relations” is simply too dif- 
fuse a topic for a TV show, As a re- 
sult, the discussion touched on a 
lot of details, but few helpful final 
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“FILMMAKING AT ITS BEST. 

CHARLIZE THERON HAS NEVER BEEN BETTER.” 
King 

“INSIGHTFUL AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING, 

N AN INCREDIBLE FILM,” 


“INSPIRING, HONEST, IMPECCABLY ACTED, 
GENUINELY HEARTFELT AND MOVING, 

Ано TOTALLY WONDERFUL... A MOTION 
PICTURE TOUCHED BY GREATNESS!” 
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conclusions and realizations were achieved. е discussion for greater focus and relevance 
larger s] Whatwe're saying is that Sharonisa good in- Тһе fact that this didn’t happen last March 5! 
for Tropical | terviewer, but she needs more help, not just may suggest that some of Sharon's co-workers 
тм, IPO | fomtheshow’s other on-camera talents, butal- think that, with her on the show, they сап sim- 
си both | sofrom the members ofits production team. Its ply coast along. Wrong. With poor support; 
Chicten and the | their job to think up fresh topics, and to delimit even the “mega” likes of Sharon can stumble, 
еден but infants 
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‘are the most vulnerable victims of this 
воду весе. 


eptococcus pneumoniae Is the 
causes РО. This sient 

nose ond throat ола 

5 соте around by chicken without ony 
sign of sickness. In fact, 20-40% of them 
Gre perfectly healthy children. 
IPD satbomne and con spread by direct 
exposure to those who сопу the 


Therefore. i puts chidren with immature 
опа weak immune systems о! great risk. 
Those suffering from chronic diseases 
such оз sickle сөй disease, HIV and 
chronic heart ond lung disease oro бу 
tobe easly infected Frequent exposure 
to other chidren. such as In day core. 
centers, makes your child highly 
susceptible to РО. 


IPD is а serious iness and is ife- 
Threatening. Mercifuhy you con protect 
your chid because on IPD vaccine is 
now available. For effective protection 
‘against this kiler iness, immunize your 
baby at on eariy оде. 


Ask your pediatrician about the РО 
vaccine. Choose prevention before 
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HP PAVILION а123810Е KTOP РС 


Bring home the Ultimate Gaming PC this summer at 0% interest! installment from March 11 to 31, 20061,The HP Pavilion 
212881 Desktop PC, powered by the high-speed AMD Athlon™ brings а new level of speed and performance for the 
читав gaming experience. Enhance your digial entertainment experience when you пр and рау music and videos. Not 
just for work, but play and endless fun with your frends and family this summer. 


P 36,990.00 | HP Pavilion 01238! Desktop РС Plus from March 11 to 19,2008 HP will be giving a FREE Wireless Optical Mouse and an additional 256MB DDR memory 
* AMD Athlon™ Processor Model 3200 (Processor speed 2.0GHz) „ юа 212381 Desktop PC. 
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1 fortoos USB 20 8 pot 1964 


* 256MB DDR Memory a Р 29,990.00 | HP Pavilion a1225l Desktop PC 
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STOCK MARKET 
Shares close lower 
SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.3 
percent lower yesterday as the 
market consolidated in the face 
of the downturn on Wall Street 
and the release of disappointing January ex- 
port figures, dealers said. 

The consolidation mode came following 
recent sharp swings and in the absence of 
new, compelling leads, they added. 

The composite index slipped 6.40 points 
to 2,103.37 after trading between 2,091.17 
and 2110.08. The broader all-shares index 
fell 6.80 points to 1,017.43. 

Losers outnumbered gainers 46 to 39, while 
58 stocks ended unchanged. Volume was 
935.87 milion shares worth P730.3 milion. 

"The markets so cautious, It seams in- 
vestors are re-assessing thelr postions,” 
said Jonathan Ravelas of Banco de Oro Uni- 
versal Bank 

"There (are) no new news to speak of that 
would further support the market’ rise. It 
needs fresh leads,” he sad. 

Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
ended down P15 at P1,800. AFP 


BSP survey notes 
favorable job outlook 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


FILIPINO HOUSEHOLDS SEE BETTER TIMES AHEAD AND PLAN 
to buy more assets this year in anticipation of favorable employ- 
ment conditions here and abroad, the latest Bangko Sentral ng 


Pilipinas’ survey showed. 


The consumer expectations poll for the first 
quarter noted that overall consumer outlook 
in the Philippines surged to an all-time high 
since the BSP started the quarterly house- 
holds survey in 2004 as a guide in its mone- 
тагу management. 

The BSP's latest survey indicated that con- 
ditions would favor the purchase of consumer 
durables, houses and lots and motor vehicles 
in the quarters ahead. 

“Consumers are more optimistic about 
both their households’ financial condition 
and the country’s economic state in the first 
quarter of 2006 and the next 12-month peri- 
од," BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said. 

The overall diffusion indices for all cate- 


ON LOWER ELECTRONICS SHIPMENTS 


Exports down 0.7% in January to $3.26B 


By Michelle V. Remo 


MERCHANDISE EXPORTS 
shrank by 0.7 percent in January 
to $3.261 billion from a year ago, 
pulled down by the decline in 
earnings of the electronics sector, 
which is feared to be losing a 
huge market share to foreign 
competitors. 

Documents from the National 
Statistics Office showed that elec- 
tronics exports, which account 
for the bulk of Philippine exports, 
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dropped 2.2 percent to $2.13 bil- 
lion in January. 


professor at the University of the 
Philippines, told the INQumzm that 


slowdown in global demand but 
also to the aggressive marketing 
by neighboring countries. 

He said Malaysia, Thailand 
and China wer 
competition to local electronics 
firms and could gradually eat а exports. Buyers are normally con. 


INQUIRER MONITOR 


Figures that matter in our nation’s Ме 
Prices still going up 


"ds: 


gories—containing views on the current 
Quarter, next quarter and for the next 12 
months—were on an uptrend and at their 
ecord highs on expected increases in income 
arising from better business conditions and 
more working family members. 

The diffusion index (DI) is the percentage 
share of respondents who answered in the affir- 
mative less those who answered negative in a 
given indicator. A negative DI indicates a bear- 
ish view when measuring confidence levels 

The respondents—consisting of 2,353 
households within the National Capital Region 
picked at random from Jan. 20 to 26—also at- 
tributed their rising optimism to increases in 
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substantial share of the Philip- 
pine export market. 

"The scary part is that it (low 
exports) may be permanent given 
that electronics exports of other 
countries are growing. We have 
mot prepared enough for this. We 
should have diversified our ex- 
ports a long time ago," Diokno 
said in an interview. 

He said uncertainty in the po- 
litical environment could have al- 
so contributed to the decline in 


cemed that instability might dis- 
rupt supply and therefore choose 
to buy their requirements from 
countries that are deemed stable, à 
Diokno explained ; 
чер зари еШ АНШИ ДВА: 

its 10-percent export growth tar х | 
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economics 


get for the full year, although РССІ calls 
macroeconomic targets аге cur- оп gov't to 


rently being reviewed, 
temper peso j 


Dennis Arroyo, director for 

policy and planning of the Na- movement 

tional Economic and Develop- 
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Industry players join hands to put Negros Occidental on the tourism map 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—MAJOR TOURISM. 
players їп Negros Occidental on Monday 
launched the Negros Island Tourism Inc. 
to more aggressively promote the 
province in the leisure and convention. 
markets. 


citigroup" 


Gov. Joseph Marañon, who spoke dur- 
ing the program launch at the Capitol So- 
cial Hall, lauded the NITI organizers for 
joining forces to put Negros Occidental 
onthe tourism map. 

“This has been my challenge, that they 
should focus on being united in order to 
be recognized,” he said. 

The NITI board of trustees is headed 


by Ruth Minerva Cruz of the Bacolod 
Convention Plaza Hotel and Sonia Sar- 
rosa of Nature's Village. 

Sarrosa said the launching was a 
“celebration of the collaboration” be- 
tween the tourism players in the 
province and the local government 
units. 

In a validation workshop conducted 


by the Small and Medium Enterprise 
Development for Sustainable Employ- 
ment Program (Smedsep) in 2004, rep- 
resentatives of different industries in 
the province said tourism had the great- 
est potential for employment genera- 
tion. 

The Smedsep, a joint project of the 
German Technical Cooperation, the 


Department of Trade and Industry and. 
the Technical Education and Skills De- 
velopment Authority, commissioned a 
comprehensive study that profiled the 
tourism industry in Negros Occiden- 
tal. 

‘This was followed by a study mis- 
sion that recommended the tourism 
body. 
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DIPOLOG CITY—THE CANATUAN GOLD 
mine in Siocon, Zamboanga del Norte, posted 
$12 million in foreign exchange earnings last 
year, according to its operator, Canadian firm 
TVI Pacific Inc. 

"The revenue earnings in 2005 came from 
18,839 ounces of gold and 464,250 ounces of 
silver extracted from gossans in the mine, 

Gossans, which consist of sulfide ores, 
limonite and silica, are used by prospectors to 
trace gold and silver deposits. 

Quoting figures from unaudited financial 
reports, TVI president and executive officer 
Clifford James said in a statement that the 
‘company’s total operating cost amounted to 
about $11 million, which included amortiza- 
tion for deferred mining costs and deprecia- 
tion. 


James said TVI processed close to 200,000 
dry metric tons of gossans last year. 

"The processed materials had an average 
mineral grade of 3.62 grams of gold a ton and 
150.4 grams of silver a ton. 

Recovery averaged 82,61 percent for gold 
and 50.1 percent for silver. 

Ore processing in Canatuan was con- 
strained in the second quarter of 2005 due to 
limited tailings dam space, affecting milling 
operations for five months starting March, the 
statement said. 

The Canatuan mine is the first foreign- 
nanced mining venture under the 1995 Mir 
ing Law to reach production stage. 

Its operation has been opposed by a seg- 
mentofthe Subanen tribe in the area. Ryan 
D. Rosauro, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


DuPont teams up with Boysen 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


DELAWARE-BASED DUPONT TITANIUM 
‘Technologies, owner of the world-renowned 
‘Teflon brand, has entered into a partnership 
with Pacific Paints Boysen) Philippines Inc. 
to make and sell a new line of paint. 

DuPont global branding manager James М 
Forte said yesterday the collaboration result- 
ed in the use of Teflon surface protection in 
the production of an “innovative” coating. 

“We chose (Boysen) as our partner in ће 
Philippines because of its market leadership 
resulting from its continuous innovation in 
technology and marketing,” Forte said. 

In 1938, DuPont scientists discovered by 
accident a compound called polytetrafluo- 
roethylene, whose non-stick property proved 
useful in cookware, houseware, apparel and 
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now in coatings. 

He explained that this kind of paint was 
first developed in the late 1990s and that its 
introduction in the Philippines comes at the 
heels of similar efforts in Japan and Thailand 
here in Asia. 

“This paint is basically for the high-end 
market and is aimed at meeting the need fora 
coating with classy looks but is easy to clean 
and at the same time relatively longer last- 
ing,” Forte sai 

Johnson Ongkiko, Pacific Paints vice presi- 
dent, said the new product dubbed Virtuoso, 
prevents dirt, such as grease and oils, dust, 
grime and even food stains, from sticking to 
painted surfaces, 

Ongkiko said the company would make the 
Vituoso using existing equipment in its facto- 
xy in Cavite. 
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INVITATION TO BID “AS IS WHERE 15" 
Damaged Motor Vehicles 


2005 Mazda 3, 4dr sedan /XTU-711 
4997 Honda Civic 1.6, sedan / URR-593 
1998 Toyota Corolla, 4dr sedan / WFB-132 
2005 Toyota Vios/ZAH-908 (scrap-lo-metal) 


For particulars, call Phllam Ins. Co., Inc. 
Dick Cariño, Tel. # 878-54-57 


Immediate Vacancy 
Applications are invited for the Post of 
Interpreter / Clerk / Typist 


at an Embassy in Manila for Degree 

Holders, at least 3 years experience in 

office procedures and excellent skills in 
English and Computer Literacy. 


Fax resumé а0.8439813 
before the 20% Mareh 2006, 
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Ө “GUARANTEED FIANCHG- FRED WTEREST UP YO OVAS 
© "uto PATIENT FOR LOTS 
@ 20 DOUN PAYMENT FOR DEVELOPED PROPERTIES 
© DEPOST PHP 0 CASH, MANAGER'S CHECK НО DEPOSIT NO PARTICPATON) 
© TOR NSTALLEAT BUYERS PLS, BRNG PROOF OF NCORE 
(UTR, CERT, OF EMPLOYMENT, BANK STATEMENT, ETC.) 


Please Call AMG-PNB Inquiry Desk: 
PEL NOs: (02) 832-2562 | (02) 526-3131 
LOCALS: (CONCI) 4538] 0917-8455276 
(VON) 7212 | 0919-4847390 4 
(RAYMOND) 4539 | 0917-8562144 (CELIA) (045) 888-8811 www. 
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pnb.com.ph 
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$300 million 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


BUDGET CARRIER CEBU PACIFIC AIR INC. 
will take on more loans this year to finance its 
continuing refleeting program to replace age- 
ing aircraft with more efficient units. 

Speaking to reporters during the airline's 
anniversary celebrations on Friday Cebu Pacif- 
ic president Lance Gokongwei said the airline 
plans to borrow as much as $300 million this 
year to fund the acquisition of new aircraft. 

"We are going for our second round of ex- 
port credit agency fi- 
nancing for the June 
to September deliv- 
eries," he said, refer- 
ring to the airline's 
order for new short- 
and — medium-haul 
Airbus aircraft. 

This years 
planned borrowings 
make up the second 
tranche of Cebu Pa- 
cifics financing pro- 
gram, which began 
last year. All told, the 
airline's — refleeting 
program will cost 
more than $600 mil- 
lion and will be com- 
pleted by early 2007. 

The new funds 
will be used to ac- 
quire six Airbus 


Travel Now to BORACAY 
for ony P899* 


тима? saya ang hatid ng Negros 
Navigalion’s Boracay FUNSHIP 
(Boracay tip, every Wed & Fri) 


Tels 245-5588 + 243-5951 + 244-0408 
www.negrosnavigation.ph 
“eri of VAT. Fu SC Temi Foos 


(0917-3579153 109264911125 
0916-2069813 10318-588078- 


IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT 


* SALES EXECUTIVES 
* College graduate; 
+ Proficient in English; 
= Salary & commission to 
qualified applicants 
е COLOR TECHNICIANS 
+ College level pref. Arts or 
Eng'g. 
< Salary & incentive to qualified 
applicants. 
Submit application letter, resumé & 
2x2 picture at: 
178.8 Del Monte Ave, Q.C. 
(beside RCBC) 
Tel. No, 365-50-25/ 365-48-02 
Interview date: March 1340 16 (10:00 - 3:00) 
Emall Address: BLC_bob2002@yahoo.com 


еј Я 
Аѕепѕоуї аде 
тнк 
Buhay. Kabuhayan. Kinabukasan. 


AS LOW AS P3,300/SQM 
& In-house financing 


For inquiries, please call 


809-2582 
(049)833-1010 


FILINVEST 


‘eww filinwest.com.ph 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Um BusiNESS 
Cebu Pacific to borrow 


for refleeting 


А3195, Gokongwei said. 

Cebu Pacific's refleeting program calls for 
the purchase of 10 Airbus A319s and four Air- 
bus A320s. 

‘The airline—a unit of JG Summit Holdings 
Inc.—had initially ordered two Airbus А3195, 
but later converted its order into larger A320s 
to meet growing passenger traffic. 

Meanwhile, Cebu Pacific general manager 
Danilo Mojica said that the airline's P10 fare 
scheme managed to attract “over 150,000" 
seat sales during the the promotion period. 


your services. 
Where will they find you? 


List your contact information where people 
аге most likely to look for you. The DPC Yellow Pages. 


DPC 


YELLOW PAGES 


158 sqm. usable foor area - 3 BR - 21 & B - Balcony & Roofdeck - Carport 


Bank, Pag-IBIG and In-house financing available 

How to get there: 

Corseg kom ейин Садо Katpuran а (Iste Pars], or gas Ert. you 
may each Marcos High asoa Boulevard, СтсрНептапазо теба. 
Aur respectoely Go strax past Sta Lucia Май for 1 Sion. and youl 

‘see he тәп gate d Famvest Homes Easton he gt sde ol Pe road 


OPEN HOUSE TODAY 


CORTE 
BEEKA. 
The Metro ames Basi of 


FILINVEST LAND, Exe. 


was fifinvestland.cam 
Коко 85.055298 :098. 


For inquiries, са 


Serra Monte Mansions Clubhouse 9 AM - 5 РМ 
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НР COLOR LASERJET 
3600 PRINTER 


P38,820 
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iPod Shuffle 
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HP Smart Office Solutions "| 


GET COLOR 
A pe 


HP COLOR LASERJET 
3800 PRINTER 


P51,800 


mo 
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OEP ELIS shat «a креатин дии Cartu SEENON Cah ES. ТЕН ne 
е узлы шуен GUN Pula ЛУБ Parse ome ване 


Choose the inexpensive HP Color Laserjet 2600n and find out how 
color соп dramatically enhance the look of your projects. Backed by 
Instonton Technology that makes sure you print your first page up to 
353% foster* than other brands (or 1st page out in 20 secs or less), 
the HP Color LaserJet printer saves you cost and time to focus on your 
business. In addition, HP Color LaserJet printers are equipped with 
indine printing technology that allow you to print color as fast as 
printing black & white. And with a free iPod**, choosing any of these 
HP Color Laserjet printers is а sound decision: 


HP COLOR LASERJET 
2600N PRINTER 


P24,900 


ppm irte car 


4700n PRINTER 


P121,300 


Кеј 

зна Se 
Pri ot nt 10 sae 
Sst нир 31000- 10.000 
pagra па 
Куче 


HP COLOR LASERJET: 


cartridges 
1-80¢-1331-6688 


Get a FREE iPod when you де! any 
of the perticipating НР printers!" 


PROMO MECHANICS: 

1. Buy ony of the poricipaing HP printrs** from porfeipoling 
resellers ond receive о FREE ой Shulle or Novo, 

2. Customers need to present бе ff: 
< Sols invoice/Officiol Receipt 
* Printer serio number sicker 
1 Promo sicker си ou [oll required information should Бо 

completly filed up] 

e Void D 
Fox or өтөй te AcropclsBaovorworks с/о Kristino Reyes 
Fox no: 7470184 
Email address: krisino@ocro-beaver.com-ph 
Tel no: 687-4884 ю ВА 
А csiomer representative wil сой to inform you of your 
‘onfrmotion recep! number ond advise you of ortongemens 
in claiming your iPod. 
Present the promo sicker, erc number ол out and 
с pholocopy of the invoice upon delivery of ho Род 
Promo duration is from February 15 lo March 31,2006. 
Customers moy redeem thoir roe Род void untl 
Moy 31, 2006. 


Free 268 ed None ler every рыена ol Color Lace 47008 


SMART ADVICE» SMART TECHNOLOGY» SMART SUPPORT 


1-800-1441-6688 or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


Visit your nearest authorized HP resellers 
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Expect no changing of the guard 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez ` 


IT LOOKS LIKE RETIRED JUSTICE. 
Jose Vitug will continue to be chair 
of the Philippine Stock Exchange. 

‘According to sources at the PSE, 
Vitug has gained the support of the 
local bourse's two most influential 
brokers—Vivian Yuchencgo and 
Robert Coyiuto Jt. 

Long time rivals, Yuchengco 
and Coyiuto have found а com- 
mon interest in throwing their 
support behind Vitug. 

Also, each has expressed their 
respective plans to extend their 
terms as PSE directors. 

The PSE will hold its annual 
elections on April 8. 

“Му goal right now is to have our 
chairman Justice Jose Vitug re- 
elected," Coyiuto told Ingumer. “I 
Took up to him as a most able leader, 
and ат behind him 100 percent. 
His high integrity and deep intellect 

will take our beloved exchange to 

‘greater heights.” 

$? Yuchengco earlier said she has 

Zgóminated Vitug as chair. 

2: Аво, Vitug yesterday secured the. 

{permission of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission (SEC) to run as 

“ап independent director of the PSE. 

‘The PSE yesterday said that PSE 
stockholders are given another op- 
portunity to elect Vitug as an inde- 
pendent director and enable him to 
continue his PSE reform program. 

The Securities Regulation 
Code requires the PSE to keep at 
least three independent directors 
in its 15-man board. 

Sources said that at least 

twelve brokers have been nomi- 
mated to the PSE board. 

‘Aside from Yuchengeo and Соу 
жо, the following were also nomi- 
nated: Eddie Gobing of Lucky Secu- 
rites, Alejandro Yu of R.S. Lim & 
Со. Myron Timothy Papa of Papa 
Securities, Edwin Шу of Triton Se- 
curities Corp., Paul Wee of Accord 
Capital Equities, Marita Limlingan 
of Regina Capital Development 

*«Qorp., Conrado Bate of CitisecOn- 
line, William Ang of Astra Securities 
Corp, Francisco Villaroman of Se- 
cures Specialists Inc. and Rody 
Cruz of HK Securities. 

‘The 12 have yet to accept their 
nominations. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BusiNESS 


PFIZER, THE WORLD'S 
Jargest drug company, elevated 
to god status by the "D-O-Ms" 
here for its male wonder drug 
"Viagra," reportedly sued this 
сше administration. 

Тп effect, the US-based Pfizer 
wants our own court to stop our 
‘own government from making 
humongous cuts in the price of 
a certain drug for the people's 
benefit. 

It is called “amlodipine besy- 
late,” marketed here by Pfizer 
as “Norvasc,” used for the treat- 
ment of hypertension (aka, high 
blood pressure). 


cute administration of Gloriaet- 

butatleastit wants to cut the 
prize of that particular 
medicine by almost 90 percent 
аз soon as possible. That is, as 
soon as the Pfizer patent for the 
medicine expires in June next 
year. 

The government firm PITC 
(Philippine International Trad- 
ing Corp.) is now preparing for 
the importation of a much 
cheaper version of the drug 
starting June 2007. 

"No way" Pfizer said, as it 
asks the court to stop such a 
strategic move of this cute ad- 
ministration and to make it pay 
a handsome amount for dam- 
ages. 

То the millions of you out 
there who need the medication, 
you know what it means. Pfizer 
Simply wants you to cough up 
more money. Billions, actually! 

Immediately, you know that 
Pfizer has a big PR problem. 

Ме, I think that Pfizer has a 
dark, horrible conscience. 
SECRETARY Roberto Pagdan- 
ganan, president of PITC, is 
fighting the Pfizer court case, 
saying itis nothing but a "legal 
maneuver." 

He noted that Pfizer markets 
the same medicine—maybe 
with a different name but the 
same medicine nonetheless—in 


Say what you will about this. 


Greed school 


Conrado R. 
Banal III 


our neighboring countries. 

‘That, to me, is just well and 
good. Pfizer, after all, has a 
patent for the medicine. 

és just that, according to 
Pagdanganan, the price of the 
same medicine here are more 
than 700 percent more than 
say, India. 

‘Again, that’s more than 700 
percent higher Pfizer must 
think that we all did not even 
finish grade school in this coun- 
try Or that maybe we are still a 
US colony or something! 

Thats why PITC officially 
told Pfizer that it would import 
the same Pfizer brand of 
medicine from India, but not 
until the patent would have ex- 
pired in June 2007. 

То speed up the process, PITC 
has already submitted samples 
to the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs, shorting the process by 
18 months. 

Inother words, as soon as the 
Pfizer patent expires, the drug 
would be available here at 
prices some 90 percent cheaper. 

Hurriedly, Pfizer ran to the 
court in Makati, seeking a TRO. 

‘Uh-oh, how easy is it to get a. 

TRO again nowadays? 
NOW itis up to the court. I can- 
not pretend to know about the 
patent law. I leave that to the 
croco ... este, the lawyers. 

Butasa citizen and consumer 
of this country, I register here 
my take on the Pfizer court 
case: Itis pure greed. 

As I said, the medicine “am- 
lodipine besyiate,” sold by Pfiz- 
er here as “Norvasc,” which it 
also sells in India as "Amloga- 
d," is used for the treatment of 
hypertension. 


Every six years, we conduct a 
national nutrition survey, 
through the Nutrition Research 
Institute under the DOST. 

‘The latest one showed that 
22 percent of Filipino adults 
have hypertension. This means 
that millions of Filipinos need 
to take the medicine—rich and 
pooralike. 

Actually the statistics can 
frighten you just by looking at 
the incidence of poverty in this 
country which incidentally 
boasts of having some of the 
most expensive drugs in the 
whole wide world, probably 
nextonly to the United States. 

Get this, Pfizer guys: Some 

15 percent of Filipinos live in 
extreme poverty—emphasis оп 
the word EXTREME! 
"THAT means millions upon mil- 
lions of breathing human be- 
ings are surviving on less than 
Р50 а day. 

They cannot afford 
food—much less expensive 
medicine, priced at 700 percent. 
higher than in other countries. 

And do you know how much 
more the poor Filipino must 
fork out to Pfizer, say, if the 
court grants the easy-to-get 
TRO? 

In effect, through the TRO, 
Pfizer wil still enjoy а 
monopoly on the hypertension 
drug for 18 more months. 

In those months, Pfizer can 
expect to sell something like 
P2.39 billion. 

Since the price locally is 700 
percent higher than the import- 
ed version, the poor Fi 
ipinos—already sick as they 
are—will have been duped to 
the tune of P2.1 billion. 

Hypertension, lest we forget, 
is a life threatening disease. I 
mean, people take medicine 
such as “Norvasc” of Pfizer to 
stay alive, 

Тез not as if “Norvasc” is only 
just like Viagra. It’s not a 
well, “recreational” pill! 


Singapore firm acquires Goya’s fixed assets 


PHILIPPINE CONFECTIONERY 
firm Goya Inc. will be selling its 
fixed assets in Marikina City to 
Petra Foods Ltd. of Singapore. 

The two firms sealed the agree- 
ment last Jan. 23, according to 
Goya ina statement. 

At a stakeholders’ meeting 
held last Jan. 11, the sharehold- 
ers, owning up to 99.8% of total 
shares, approved the sale of all 
fixed assets and turnover of busi- 
mess operations to Petra Foods 
Ltd. 

‘They also approved to shorten 


the corporate existence of Goya 
Inc. up until June 20, according 
tothe statement. 

In the same meeting, the mi- 
nority shareholders said that they 
had not been invited to previous 
annual meetings nor were they 
furnished with the company's an- 
mual financial statements over 
the lasteight years. 

The management of Goya later 
announced the purchase of the 
minority shareholders’ stocks at 
mutually agreed prices, 

While all minority stockhold- 


Consumers see better ... 


From page BI 
family savings, perceived effec- 
tiveness of government policies 
and expectations of more job op- 
portunities abroad. The survey, 
however, was conducted prior to 
the political uncertainty that trig- 
gered the declaration ofa national 
state of emergency in late Febru- 
ary. The state of emergency has 
since been lifted. 

‘The participating households 
indicated that their average family 
income would likely be better this 
quarter as the index eased to -2.5 
percent for the first quarter from - 
6 percent in the previous quarter. 
For the second quarter, the family 
income index increased to 3.6 per- 
cent and further to 4,1 percent for 
the next 12 months. 

While family expenditures are 
expected to rise ata slower pace of 
1.5 percent in the second quarter 
versus the 6.2-percent increase in- 

‘dicated in the previous survey, 


Exports down 


From page Bl 
ment Authority (Neda), earlier 
2 said the 10-percent growth target 
> was based on forecasts that glob- 
al demand for electronics had 
bottomed last year and would 
thus begin picking up this year. 
The stiff competition in elec- 
tronies has prompted the Neda to 
call for the implementation of 
programs that will help diversify 
the country's exports. It said the 
government should implement 
more programs that provide easl- 
er access to credit for micro-en- 
terprises. 
For January, electronics had a 


buying conditions and intentions 
were seen more favorable. 

The buying condition index for 
the first quarter rose to 43.3 per- 
cent from 31.9 percent in the pre- 
vious survey, and for the next 12 
months to 28.3 percent from 
24.8 percent. 

The respondents also expected 
better employment conditions 
ahead while projecting the peso 
depreciation and uptick in inter- 
est rates to slow down over the 
next 12 months, 

‘About 8.8 percent ofthe survey 
respondents had at least one 
overseas Filipino worker in their 
households. Of these OFW-aided 
households, 91.6 percent indicat- 
ed that cash remittances from 
abroad were being spent primari- 
ly on food and household needs 
while 39.8 percent of the house- 
holds were keeping some remit- 
tances for savings. 

The households keen on buy- 


0.7%... 


65-percent share of total export 
earnings. The second biggest dol- 
lar earner was the garments sec- 
tor, which generated $211.9 mil- 
lion or 0.6 percent lower than 
whatit earned in the same month 
last year. 

"The NSO said other major ex- 
port products in January were 
petroleum, $80.41 million; igni- 
tion wiring and other wiring sets, 
558.51 million; cathodes, $38.36 
million; coconut ofl, $38.11 mil- 
lion; bananas, $30.45 million; 
wooderaft and furniture, $26,64 
million; and metal components, 
$22.54 million. 


ers were invited to the Jan. 11, 
2006 meeting, only a handful of 
them attended, the statement 
зай 

After the meeting, the stock- 
holders negotiated’ with the 
largest stockholder of Goya, 
Nestlé Philippines Inc., which 
then bought the minority 
shareholders’ stocks above 
book value. 

Nestlé Philippines owns 99.8% 
of Goya Inc. 

Nestlé acquired the company 
in 1997. 


ing more assets this year said that 
among the deciding factors 
would be: increase in income, 
easy installment terms, form of 
investment (in the case of hous- 
ing); usefulness in business, and 
convenience to family members 
in the case of motor vehicle. 

Оп the other hand, majority of 
the respondents who did not plan 
to buy anything over the next 12 
months cited high prices, insuffi- 
cient income and higher priority 
for food and other basic needs. 

‘On family expenditures, most 
households were bracing for in- 
creases in food, electricity and 
water bills. They expected expen- 
ditures in all other basic goods 
and services (clothing and 
footwear, transportation, com- 
munication, education, medical 
care, personal care and effects) as 
well as hotel and restaurant 
spending to decline relative to 
the previous quarter. 


‘The biggest export market for 
Philippine exports in January was 
the United States, which account- 
ed for 19.3 percent of total export 
earnings at $629.67 million, ог 
0.4 percent higher than a year 
ago. 

Other top markets for Philip 
pine exports were Japan, $523.91 
million; the Netherlands, $383.55 

China, $262.44 million; 
Singapore, $241.8 million; Hong 
Kong, $214.31 million; Malaysia, 
$189.2 million; Germany, 
$141.98 million; Taiwan, $130.3 
million; and Korea, $111.76 mil- 
lion. 


3 firms vie 
for right to 
auction off 
power assets 


THREE COMPANIES HAVE SIG- 
nified their intent to become 
third-party auctioneers (TPAS) 
for the decommissioned plants of 
the National Power Corp. 

Power Sector Assets and 
Liabilities Management Corp. has 
already received the proposals of 
the three firms. 

Froilan Tampinco, PSALM 
vice president for asset man- 
agement and electricity trad- 
ing, said that a TPA would facil- 
itate the sale of Napocor’s re- 
tired plants, which had already 
suffered several failed biddings 
in the past. 

Tampinco declined to name 
the three firms. 

A public bidding would be 
held to select PSALM's ТРА, he 
added. 

Napocor currently has at 
least five decommissioned 
plants in its portfolio: The 225- 
megawatt (MW) Bataan ther- 
mal plant; the 54-MW Cebu II 
diesel-fired plant; the 200-MW 
Manila bunker-fed plant; the 
22.3-MW ‘General Santos 
diesel-fueled plant, and the 
108-MW Aplaya diesel-fired 
plant. 

PSALM conducted two auc- 
tions for the Bataan thermal 
plant in April and September last 
year both of which were de- 
clared failures, 

The decommissioned plant 
had been scheduled for a negoti- 
ated sale this year. 

Tampinco said tapping the ser- 
vices of а ТРА might be a better 
way to go, 

“professional auctioneers 
who have a broad network of 
clients both here and abroad 
can tap more players for the 
bidding exercises for (Napoc- 
ors) decommissioned plants," 
‘Tampinco said in a statement 
posted on PSALM's official web- 
site. Abigail L. Ho 
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0008414 04358 
17367 894128 
0.128851 65338 
0761499 39205 
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06134879 — 315050 
0.735402 378614 
2653505 13056131 
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0611821 31.4887 
0.000108 00% 
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LAUNCHED DURIN 


Last February 23, 2006, the Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship (PCE) 
and the Entrepreneurs School of Asia (ESA) launched the GEN-E 
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIP ON ENTREPRENEURSHIP together with 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 


While most scholarships are either based on Academic or Athletic 
excellence, the беп-Е Presidential Scholarship Program is focused on the 
individual's entrepreneurial potential. Ten (10) full-college scholarships 
and 100 regional partial scholarships are being offered to qualified 4th 
year private and public high school students. Accepted students get а 
scholarship to the В.5. Entrepreneurship degree of the Entrepreneurs 
School of Asia. 


GENERATIONE. 


The Search for the Presidential Scholars on Entrepreneurship. 


Do You Have the E Factor? 


i = 
С NECS 


President GMA during the 
Launch of GEN-E 
Scholarships with Joey 
Concepcion, Presidential 
Consultant for 
Entrepreneurship with 
Entrepreneurs School of 
Asia founders, Joel Santos 
and Vivienne Tan 
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About the Entrepreneurs School of Asia 


Т ne school aspires to be a leader in entrepreneurship education, research, 
and development in the region. Established in 1999 as a British College, те 
School is a synergy of the best of eastern and western business education. It 
has pioneered the integration of entrepreneurship education within all its 


academic programs thus giving the institution a reputation of innovation and 
dynamism. 


The ESA philosophy targets the holistic development of the entrepreneurial 
mindset and spirit. The approach to learning is practical and applied, where 
the focus is not just on theory but also on action learning (learning by doing). 
Students are provided opportunities to experience entrepreneurship on a first 
hand basis - taking them beyond strategy formulation and directly into new 
venture creation, implementation, and operation in a competitive market. 


The expression the world is their classroom takes on a whole new meaning at 
the ESA. Students of ESA can spend a term or two in various foreign countries 
to learn how to do business and, when applicable, learn how to speak the 
language. 


"In the Entrepreneurs School of Asia (ESA), entrepreneurship is not 
just a catch phrase...it’s a way of life.” 
Vivienne Tan, Founder of Entrepreneurs School of Asia 
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About the Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship 


Т һе Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship (PCE) is the primary mover in 
championing the spirit and culture of Filipino entrepreneurship. 


Its vision: “to be the pre-eminent institution that promotes entrepreneurship 
countrywide- by improving education, fostering a culture of enterprise, and 
providing a marketplace of innovations and best practices, thereby spawning 
competitive Filipino entrepreneurs.” 


Eight Filipino Entrepreneurs established the Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship 
(PCE) in 2005 through the initiative of the Presidential Consultant for 
Entrepreneurship, Jose Ma. "Joey" Concepcion Ill: 


Tony Tan Caktiong (Jolibee Foods Corp). 
Socorro Ramos (National Bookstore) 

Atty. Felipe Gozon (GMA Network) 
Dr.Rolando Hortaleza (Splash Group) 
Harley Sy (SM Group) 

Vivienne Tan (Entrepreneurs School of Asia) 
Joselito Campos (Southeast Asia Food-UFC) 
Joey Concepcion (RFM) 


After the very successful Go Negosyo Summit and Expo that was attended by more 
than 50,000 visitors, the РСЕ will go on a national roadshow to promote its program. 


-9-Ф-6-9-0-0-0.0.0-9-6. 


Interested applicants are invited to attend the Parent/Student Scholarship Orientation to be held in Metro Manila and Cebu., 
Please call the Scholarship Secretariat at (02)6381188 or 09178560943 to confirm your slots in the orientation. 


Metro Manila 

March 13, 2006, 6:30 pm, 
Entrepreneurs School of Asia 
Auditorium 

No. 27 Calle Industria, Libis, 
Quezon City 


Cebu 


Guest Speakers: 
Senator Francis "Kiko" Pangilinan 
Secretary Fe Hidalgo, Department of Education 


March 14, 2006, 5:00 pm 
Granada Room, Casino Español, 
Cebu City 


Guest Speakers: 

Dr. Jay Thompson, Chairman, 
Northwestern Polytechnic 
University (U.S.A.) 

Mr. Jay Aldeguer, President, 

; Island Souvenirs 

A. Mr. Joel Santos, Founder, 


Metro Manila 

March 21, 2006, 6:30 pm, 

Entrepreneurs School of Asia 
Auditorium 

No. 27 Calle Industria, Libi: 

Quezon City a 


Guest Speakers: 

Mr. Joey Concepcion, Presidential Consultant 
for Entrepreneurship 

Vivienne Tan, Founder of Entrepreneurs 
School of Asia E 
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Drug combo may slash 
death 


that adding clopidogrel to 


aspirin daily signifi- 


DDING THE 
blood-thinning 
drug clopidogrel 


(Plavix) to aspirin for the 
emergency treatment of 
heart attacks could save 
thousands of lives each 
year and prevent thou- 
sahds of repeat heart at- 
каско and strokes. 

"This according to a study pre- 
séhted before a conference of the 
American College of Cardiology 
aid published in the health jour- 
nål The Lancet. 

"ре Zhengming Chen of the 
Clinical Trial Service Unit of the 
Oxford University in England 
found that if hospitals gave clopi- 
dógreLaspirin therapy early 
enough to just one million of the 
10 million patients who have аа 
heart attack around the world ev- 
ету year, it would prevent about 
5,000 deaths and 5,000 nonfatal 
repeat heart attacks and strokes. 

Chen said the Clopidogrel and 
Metoprolol in Myocardial Infarc- 
tion Trial (Commit) study found 


cantly reduced rela- @ 
tive risk of death in 

hospitals by 7 percent. 

and the risk of death, re- 

peat heart attack or 

stroke by about ТО per- 

cent, without significant 
increase in serious bleeding. 

The study involved nearly 
46,000 patients in 1,250 hospitals 
throughout China. Each patient 
had been hospitalized within 24 
hours from the onset of a suspect- 
ed heart attack and all received 
standard medical care. Half of the 
patients were given clopidogrel 
and aspirin, while the other half 
мете given placebo and aspirin. 


Preventable diseases 

Dr. Alma Casareo, medical di- 
rector of Sanofi-Aventis, which 
markets clopidogrel in the coun- 
ту, said that with 10 million heart 
attacks occurring in the world 
each year, the study findings could 
help improve the treatment of mil- 
lions of people and make an im- 
portant contribution to saving 
lives and reducing disability. 

She pointed out that although 


stroke and 
the leading 


treatable. 

“To lower 
mended that 
blood pressi 


control alco 


disability in the Philippines, these 
diseases are preventable and 


low-fat diet, quit smoking and 


heart attack remain 
causes of death and 
risk,” she said. 

Clopidogrel 
the risk, it is recom- 
t one have a regular 
шге checkup, eat а 


hol intake, be physi- 


cally active and take regular med- 
ication especially if one is at high 


blocks 
platelets from sticking together in 
lots, which can prompt heart at- 
tack or stroke. Aspirin, on the oth- 
er hand, has become standard 
treatment for heart patients at low 
risk for stroke and under 75 years. 
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heart attack risks. 


drank little or no coffee. 


Blocking effect 
blood 


Coffee could spell heart 
trouble for some people 


HERE'S A REAL CAFFEINE 
jolt: heart attacks might be а risk 
for coffee drinkers with a com- 
mon genetic trait that makes caf- 
feine linger in their bodies. 

A study of more than 4,000 
people in Costa Rica found that 
about half had the trait and 
were considered "slow caffeine 
metabolizers.” The other half 
һай the opposite trait, which 
caused their bodies to rapidly 
break down or metabolize caf- 
feine, and coffee drinking in 
this group appeared to reduce 


‘Among slow metabolizers, 
those who drank two or more. 
cups of coffee daily were at least 
36 percent more likely to have a 
nonfatal heart attack than those 
who drank little or no coffee. 
Even higher risks were found 
for coffee drinkers under 50 who 
were also slow metabolizers: 
they were up to four times more 
likely to have a heart attack than 
young slow metabolizers who 


The findings, though prelimi- 
nary, might explain why there 
have been such mixed results in 
previous studies investigating 
the effects of caffeine on the car- 
diovascular system, said study 
coauthor Ahmed El-Sohemy of 


the University of Toronto. 
Caffeine is thought to block 
the effects of а chemical that 
provides energy to the heart 
and that may help protect 
against tissue damage, he said. 
Some previous research 
linked coffee consumption 
with an increased risk of heart. 
disease, but other studies 
have suggested the opposite. 


Other studies 

While there is evidence to 
suggest caffeine can cause 
short-term blood pressure in- 
creases, a study last year said 
coffee drinking did not appear 
to cause long-term high blood 
pressure, at least in women. 

The new study "clearly il- 
lustrates that one size does 
not fit all,” El-Sohemy said. 
“Perhaps in the future we'll be 
making different [dietary] 
recommendations based on 
people's genetic makeup.” 

There's no easy way to 
know if you're a fast or slow 
caffeine metabolizer. Staying 
awake all night if you drink 
coffee in the afternoon does 
not mean you're а slow me- 
tabolizer, and a genetic test 
that could answer the ques- 
tion is used in research but is 
not commercially available, 
El-Sohemy said. AP 


Norman F. Quimpo: mathematician, nationalist 


IN FEBRUARY 1986, IN OUR LAST AD- 
vanced Calculus class, Dr. Norman 
Qiiimpo discussed the ongoing conflict 
and announced that in line with univer- 
sity policy, classes would be cancelled, 
and that our semestral marks would be 
based on our average so far. We had not. 
yet finished our book, but this was my 
first hint that for Doc Quimps, societal 
welfare was even more important than 
ойт shared love: math. 

"Та September 1997, I gladly accepted 
Doc Quimps' invitation to conduct a cre- 
ativity workshop for students at the Ate- 
neo de Davao University, funded by the 
National Research Council of the Philip- 
pines (NRCP) to promote science and 
technology (S & T). 1 was then newly 
married, and 1 used the chance to train 
these kids, and with my husband, to see 
more of the country. Here I saw another 
side of Doc Quimps: the educator who on- 
ly wanted the best for the Filipino youth. 


Doc Quimps has been instrumental in 
creating various S & T NGOs. A founding 
member of Kilusan ng та Siyen- 
tipikong Pilipino, he was also adviser for 
Sibol ng Agham at Teknolohiya and Sci- 
entists' action committee. 

During the turbulent 1980s, as chair of 
Local Initiatives in Science and Technology, 
he helped lobby for S & T provisions in the 
Philippine Constitution, participated in the 
‘AntiNuclear Plant Campaign, and initiated 
appropriate technologies in the countryside 


Engineering, math 

Bom on Dec. 1, 1945, in Mabini, Pan- 
gasinan, Doc Quimps graduated with a 
bachelor's in engineering from the Ateneo 
de Manila in 1967 and immediately start- 
ей teaching there. He received his doctor- 
ate in mathematics in 1980, specializing 
їп graph theory, served as department 
chair from 1983 to 1991, and became full 
professor in 1994. In 2005, he was chosen 


Mercury poisoning 


By Rafael R. Castillo, МО 


"WE RECENTLY READ ABOUT 
the near-tragic mercury mass 
poisoning in one school in 
Metro Manila. Mercury is a tox- 
ic or highly poisonous metal 
that can cause serious damage 
to the brain, nerves and practi- 
cally all organs of the body. I re- 
call that as children, we would 
break thermometers and get the 
mercury out of the glass and 
spread it on 
coins to give 
them a silvery 
shine. Little did 
we realize that such practice 
was dangerous. 

Mercury exists in several 
forms: metallic mercury, inor- 
ganic and organic mercury 
compounds. 

Metallic mercury is a shiny, 
,Silver-white metal and is liquid 
at room temperature. It is used 
in thermometers, blood pres- 
Sure apparatus, fluorescent 
light bulbs and some electrical 
switches. It breaks into smaller 
droplets when dropped and can 
go through small cracks or be- 
come attached to certain mate- 
rials. 

At room temperature, ex- 

“posed elemental mercury can 
‘evaporate to become ап invis 
ble, odorless highly toxic vapor. 
At higher temperatures, these 
‘goncentrations increase. Very 
small amounts, even just a few 
Sürops, of elemental mercury 
{сап raise air concentrations to 
harmful levels particularly in 
rpoorly ventilated areas. 

{2 inhaling elemental mercury 
"Napors can produce severe lung, 
‘gastrointestinal and nervous 
» 


ly 


system damage. Because it is 
odorless, people won't even 
know that theyre being poi- 
soned. This happens not infre- 
quently in school laboratories 
Such as what happened recent- 


Fillings for cavities 

Dental filings can also be a 
potential source of mercury poi- 
soning. Some dentists still use 
mercury amalgams in fillings 


MEDICAL FILES 


though little amount is used in 
each individual cavity, the total 
amount may reach toxic levels if 
one has a lot of cavities that 
need to be filled. 

Inorganic 
pounds are generally wi 
powder or crystals. They can Бе 
found in fungicides, antiseptics 
or disinfectants, lightening and 
freckle creams, as well as some 
traditional medicines, Check 
ош the list of ingredients when 
you buy these products, and I 
recommend you avoid them. 

Organic 
pounds, such as methylmereury, 
are formed when mercury com- 
bines with carbon through the 
action of some bacteria found in 
sea water. Humans can develop 
methylmercury poiso 
eating contaminated fish and 
shellfish, 


Symptoms 

‘Signs and symptoms of mer- 
сшу poisoning can be subtle 
and -attributed to something 
else. It may present as irritabili- 
ty restlessness, exaggerated re- 


and tingling 
gers, toes or 


measured in 
for cavities 
and other 
dental proce- 
dures. Al- 
Accidental 
occurrence 


mercury cor 


ing: 


ture. 


+ Dont 


mercury com- 


sist you. 


g by 


to or more 


ЧЁРОН and 


sponse to stimulation, impaired 
memory, drowsiness, numbness 


ness progressing to paralysis, 
tremors or trembling of hands, 
feet, lips, eyelids or tongue. 
Anyone who has concems 
about mercury exposure should 
consult a doctor immediately. 
The amount of mercury may be 


finger and toenails and hair. 
Over time, the body can rid itself 
of some mercury but supportive 
treatment has to be given. 


What to do 
lic mercury is a fairly common 


holds. If you spill mercury equal 
to or less than that contained in 
a thermometer, do the follow- 


* Isolate the area. 
* Cool down the tempera- 


* Open windows. 


through the mercury, 
* Don't vacuum. 
* Don't allow children to as- 


* If a spill occurs on carpet, 
curtains, upholstery or other 
similar surfaces, experts recom- 
mend that these contaminated 
items be thrown away. 

If the spilled mercury is equal 


(roughly two tablespoons), one. 
should do above procedures and 
call in mercury disposal experts 
from the toxicology depar- 
ments of institutions such as the 


Science and Technology. 


Eureka! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


Outstanding Senior Lay Teacher by the 
Ateneo Schools Parents Council. 

He was actively involved in regional and 
national math activities. He chaired the 
Mathematical Sciences Division of the NR- 
СР (which would recognize him for life- 
time contributions in 2003). He served as 
director and secretary of the Math Society 
of the Philippines, organized the 1991 
Conference on Graph Theory and Combi- 
natorics and coedited its Proceedings. 

He wrote technical papers, half of them 
with renowned theorist C. C. Chen, and re- 
viewed articles for the German journal Zental- 


of hands, feet, fin- 
lips, muscle weak- 


Perhaps most 


the blood, urine, 


spilling of metal- 


їп many house- 


let anyone walk 


to reuse 


than опе pound 


the Department of Hamburg 


Мат für Mathematik und ihre Grenzgebiete. 
His textbooks are still used in Ateneo today. 

1 admire Doc Оштре willingness and 
ability to adapt to change. In the mid- 
1990s, increasing globalization made it 
imperative for science courses to become 
interdisciplinary to shift from basic to ap- 
plied and from theory to real life. Doc 
Quimps realized this, and worked hard to 
establish our BS Applied Math program, 
major in Computational Science. 

Yoga, taiji chuan 

Once, in the 1980s, I chanced upon Doc. 
Quimps in the faculty lounge, his hands 
shaking. I asked him what happened, and 
he answered ruefully, “I need to stop drink- 
ing coffee. My heart palpitates and my 
hands shake. T also need to relax.” 

‘Sure enough, he stopped his daily dose 
of caffeine, turned to yoga and taiji chuan, 
and became so successful in the latter that 
he even joined national competitions. 


When my students insist that change 
is impossible since they are already 
“old,” I tell them about Doc Quimps, and 
they stop complaining. 

"The scholarly and succinct Doc Quimps 
is married to garrulous and lively 
Bernardita "Bernie" Azurin; they have a 
son, Leon Ibarra. In what I prefer to believe 
is not an altogether serendipitous twist of 
fate, Leon became my student in Calculus 
П, while my brother Garrick became Doc 
Quimps student in College Algebra. 

Tenjoyed having Leon in my class, as 
much as my brother did in Doc Quimps" 
section. Bernie has become my good 
friend, this time in psychology. To top it 
off, my son Scott says he wants to meet 
his same-age peer, their bright grand- 
daughter Meggy, who loves math and 
speaks Mandarin well. 

Doc Quimps, Lam honored to call you 
mentor, colleague and friend. God bless 
youand your loved ones. 


Polystyrene goes green 


POLYSTYRENE PRODUCTS ARE 
everywhere though it may not be 
immediately obvious. They are 
used as packing material in ship- 
ping, they are the insulated cups 
for hot beverages, and they are 
even coolers for sodas and ice 
cream when traveling. 
recognizably, 
they are the utensils and food con- 
tainers that come with takeout or 
delivery orders, and even leftovers 
from a meal from restaurants. 

While items like the packing ma- 
terials and coolers are often reused, 
those like food containers and uten- 
sils are often treated as disposables 
and thus end up in landfills almost 
as soon as they are used. They may 
mot be the main reason garbege 
dumps are so large, but they con- 
tribute to the size, and take thou- 
sands of years to break down. 

One problem facing many 
countries today is that there isn't 
enough space left on the planet to 
accommodate both the increas- 
ing population and the need for 
more landfills. Solid waste man- 
agement has been a topic of much 
interest in recent years because of 
this, and the public is encouraged 
and recycle non- 
biodegradable materials. 
Breaking down material 

A group of European re- 
searchers has decided to take a 
different approach to the matter. 

According to the Feb. 15 online 
edition of the journal Em 
mental Science and Technology, 
researchers led by Kevin O'Con 
nor from the University College 
Dublin School of Biomolecular & 
Biomedical Science worked with 
scientists at the University of 
and developed а 
method by which polystyrene 
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a biodegradable plastic. 
oil. 


styrene Styrene 


ing cinnamon its flavor. 


n- 


products could be converted into 
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The two-step process starts 
with pyrolysis: heating up the 
polystyrene to break it down into 
в a 
petroleum byproduct that is ће 
main ingredient for manufactur- 
ing polystyrene. Supposedly, its 
chemical structure resembles the 
one which is responsible for giv- 


Styrene oil happens to be a fa- 
vorite food of the bacteria Pseu- 
domonas putida CA-3, which, in the 
second step of the process, convert 
the styrene into polyhydroxyalka- 
noate (PHA), a flexible, heat-resis- 
tant and biodegradable plastic. 
“The plastic can be easily re- 
trieved from the bacterium by us- 
ing a mild detergent to break open 


the cells,” Dr. O'Connor noted ina 

press release from University Col- 

lege Dublin. “It can then be used 

to make plastic bottles or be used 

ИО in medicine as special biodegrad- 
able plastic in the body" 

It should be pointed out that 
this is neither a large-scale nor a 
high-yielding process. 

In one 48-hour experiment, 
the researchers worked with very 
small quantities, collecting 1.6 
of PHA and 2.8g of biomass from 
16g of styrene oil. 

O'Connor et al. note that they get 
about 80 percent styrene oil from 
the polystyrene, and about 10 per- 
cent of that is converted into PHA 
by the bacteria, while the rest of the 
material becomes “biomass.” 


Not cost-effective 

Obviously this isnot a very effi- 
cient process; naysayers might 
even argue that given this study, 
it isnt cost-effective to make 
polystyrene biodegradable since 
so much of it is needed to end up 
with a decent amount of environ- 
ment-friendly plastic. 

Those against investing in such 
а process could point out that not 
only do other projects need fund- 
ing, bur that the polystyrene harms 
по опе in the landfills anyway. 

But with the development of 
technology, the process might lat- 
er onbe conducted on a larger and 
more efficient scale, significantly 
reducing landfill masses and mak- 
ing land available for other uses. 

The really good news is that 
this is a step toward recycling. 
petroleum byproducts into 
biodegradable materials, And this 
conversion fits right into a world 
where alternative energy sources 
to oil are the next big thing- 
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First oral rotavirus f 
vaccine introduced | 


SCIENCE /HEALTH 


events services 


and 


Present 


By Cesar D. Mangawang 


MOTHER WHOSE 2-YEAR- 
old daughter had rotavirus 
infection expressed her 
gladness that an oral rotavirus vac- 
cine is now available to fully pro- 
tect infants against the sickness. 
Teary-eyed Christina Samson-Velasco re- 
counted to media people from Asia how terri 
fying it was to see her only child Nike suffer 
from severe rotavirus gastroenteritis, an Ш- 
ness which virtually all children will have by 
the age of 5. 


Survival 

‘Ata media briefing during the 3rd Asian 
Congress of Pediatric Infectious Diseases held 
їп Cebu City, Christina said Nike survived the 
hospital ordeal of constant vomiting and diar- 
thea as well having intravenous fluids to pre- 
vent dehydration. At one point during her talk 
she even said she was sorry to have forgotten 
her lines but later gained her composure and 
finished the mother's perspective. 

Nike is just of the 1.9 million Asian infants 
hospitalized annually. Without a rotavirus 
vaccination program, about 171,000 Asian 
kids will die of rotavirus diarrhea, according 
to Dr. Lulu Bravo, head of the infectious and 
tropical diseases unit of the University of the 
Philippines’ Department of Pediatrics. 

Dr. Bravo said to be able to treat rotavirus 
infection, maintain effective fluid and elec- 
trolyte balance with oral rehydration therapy, 
intravenous fluids if needed and replacement 
of fluid loss, She identified prevention mea- 
sures as breastfeeding, regular disinfection of 
play areas and toys, frequent hand washing, 
rigorous hygiene practices in hospital wards 
and vaccination. The World Health Organiza- 
tion even said rotavirus vaccines would be the 
best strategy for disease prevention. 


Welcome relief 

Said Prof. Phua Kong Boo, senior consul- 
tant pediatrician and gastroenterologist, KK 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital in Singa- 
pore: “Rotavirus diarrhea usually lasts from 
three to nine days, but can last up to three 
‘weeks which means parents may need to take 
days off from work to take care of their ba- 
bies. Not only does the availability of the new 
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Fast facts 
about 
rotavirus 


* Rotavirus is highly infectious virus 
and can live for days on objects like a ba- 
by's rattle. 

* Even good hygiene, sanitation and 
water quality cannot effectively prevent 
rotavirus. 

* It spreads from person-to-person. 
Its main route of transmission is the fe- 
cal-oral route. 

* For one in two infants hospitalized 
for diarrhea, the cause is rotavirus infec- 
tion. 

Virtually all children get infected at 
least once within the first five years of 

fe. 

* Worldwide, rotavirus causes more 
then two million hospitalizations per 
year. 

* The incidence and risk of severe in- 
fection is highest among infants from 
four months of age. 


vaccine bring a welcome relief to parents, but 
itwill also significantly reduce hospitalization. 
of babies, thus reducing the economic burden 
in Asia Pacific.” 

‘According to Prof. Timo Vesikari, a lead re- 
searcher in the trials for the vaccine, Glaxo- 
SmithKline's Rotarix is a two dose, live atten- 
uated vaccine to prevent rotavirus gastroen- 
teritis. “The new vaccine has been found to be 
up to 100 percent effective in protecting in- 
fants against severe rotavirus gastroenteritis 
and its good safety profile has been con- 
firmed, said Vesikari, who is from the Univer- 
sity of Tampere Medical School in Tampere, 
Finland, 

The only two-dose oral vaccine available 
anywhere in the world, GSK's rotavirus vac- 
cine is given in the first six months of life. The 
first dose may be given from the age of six 
months and the second dose should be given 
when the child is 24 weeks old. An interval of 
at least four weeks should be observed be- 
tween doses. 
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City Garden Hotel-Makati 
Makati Avo. cor: Kalayaan St, Makati Сту 
Ча Коа ИРД бю 
таб makattcrygardenhoreis сот 


City Travel Hotel 
15 Kis Road Baguio Cy 
“Teh (074) ME 0456 / Fan (074) 445-0457 


s 


Diamond Hotel Philippines 
Сог Dr | Quito S Roxas Blvd. 
Чы (1) 528-3000 Fax 26 255 


ЕЈ 
Easa Shangrila 


Edsa Shangri-la Manila 
| Garden Way Op Conter Mania 


маат 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
1630A Mb Маке Mant 
Чы 523-1000 fn 5154979 
ктай sles@erecutwepzahotelcom 
Wwencexecutreplsiota сот 
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Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
iene ot Carno а гере 
Fond, Вари 
заса Я аяты 
Fax. (074) 446-0704 
Emmak: goldenpinehoke skynet net 
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4 Hotel Veniz 
‘No. f Abano St. Baguio Cy 
Чы 074) 446-0700 t0 03 
Fax (074) 446-0704 
Eraik hotena skynet net 
[Y 


УЯ 
Lgs Paimas 
Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
161A. Mabini St, Malate, Man 


та (632) 521-001 Fax (632) 523-6917 
welspaimashara com ph 
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Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Passo de oras cor eat Ave. Makati Cy 
"6750-8088 
читаат опел сот 


с,Лепаваосе Мака Cy Hotel 
speraneaS cor mala Ave, aka СЕ 
LIF E Dd 
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Palm Plaza Hotel 
Pedro Gl corner M- Adio Sts., Mania 
т. 02 SED Fa S2 015 
win palplazihotaLcom. 
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Pearl Farm Beach Resort 
Кариќ ond Garden, Су ol Soma 
Ты (052) 22199701513. 

Manita: (02) 780-1696 ax (082) 221-9979 
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Somerset Millennium, Makati, 
No 104 Арапе. Герар Vg, 1229 


[zs 
Ta. 008.6505 Fa b12:7721 


К 


SOMERSET 


Somerset Olympia, Makati 
No, 7912, Makani Aves, 1220 Makati Cy 
"el 812-1010 fax: 818.8234 


The Belevue Manta 
lh владама Nonhpata 
"e Fono 
78022771808 as (639 771-8282 
маен пейт com ph 


Tho Regent Hotel. 
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ofthe country's best establishments 


Camp John Hay Manor 
Tankar Road, баро Ci 
Чы 74) 446-0051 tos 


iy Garden 
City Garden Suites 
1150A Mabie, Ermita. Manta 
8 596-145 Fax 324-4844 
Emattenyreseraions@eygordenhotals.com 


“К CSB HOTEL 
pereo 


Aralan Ave., cor, Exrada St, Malte Monta 
"(63 400-3333 Fax 400.140] 


Dusit Hotel Чо 
‘Ayala Center 1223 Makati Ciy Ph 
Té 67-3339 Ems антон сот 
Napdimanis dont com. 


Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc. 
Km. 72 Вазо Nasugbu, Batangas 
"(001129393 1998 
Fax (02) 712-9299 
Mori Sales Oiee 733-3822/733:9955 
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Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
1030 Belen St, Paco, Panis 
ты (632) $22 A835 fex (632) 522 40. 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
P Laura Sts Lanang, Davao Ск 
та ва) 235-0888) io) 234- 


INTERCONTINENTAL. 
Intercontinental Mana 
"ays Aves, Pot 

EN 
wewewintrcoranencl com. 
а 

атна 
Маап nand Водо 
Mactan land Resort 

Ports Engan Rond, Lapu Lapu Cebu 
eL (32) Ва (631) 23 1-1688 


vang com. 


MANILA 
PAVILION 


Manila Pavillon Hotel 
UN Avenue, Ermita, Manta, 1000 
та (632) 526-1212 Max (632) 26-2582. 
ewvemnpviioncom ph. 
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Royal Mandaya Hotel 
i m Gt Ooo Cy 
ты. (003) 75-88 (082) 225-1888 


# susie 


Subic Inernational Hotel 

Subic Bay. Free Port Zone, Olongapo Ck 
Vania MEE МЫЙМ Со 
‘tpl auaghotelcom 


*SUMMER PLACE HOTEL 


ке айлу Pace Hotel o 

in. 208 Marcos Hw, баро Cy 

Чы 074) 4460300. 3 $400.01 
weewSumerPlacibaguo сет 


Taal Vista Hotel 
ing tego eel Proprie 


d 
аа 
Era: nteta@iogohote com 


menagerie 
"The Marco Polo 
CH Recto Davao Cay 8000 


ты. (082) 22-0686 (062) 225-0111 
‘werwmareopelahetsscom 


Won 
Waterfront Hotel Lahug 
1 Sainas Ore Lats Cobu Ciy 
тиза um 


Waterfront Hotel Mactan 
з 


‘wwmvatetrontotcl nat 


doses. DAILY INQUIRER 


SUMMER PROVIDES OPPORTU- 
nities to spend quality time with 
loved ones. Itis the perfect moment 
to bond with friends and family 
Dusit Hotel Nikko provides the ide- 
al venue for you to do just that with 
their wide array of food offerings 
inspired by summer, Savor the dish- 
es best enjoyed during the season. 

Dine at Benjarong from March 
15 to 31 and sample the Chaopraya 
Promotion for the ultimate in Thai 
gastronomy. 

‘What better way to celebrate 
your graduation than with your 
peers. Enjoy the “family style” set 
menu prepared specially by Fiesta 
San Miguel's very own chef Willy 
for those celebrating their gradua- 
tion this March. Each set menu 
comes with a complimentary 0.3 
litre mug of fresh brewed beer for 
the graduates. 

“Lobster” is on the spotlight ev- 
ery Thursday and Friday of March 
and April at Dusit Hotel Nikko's The 


this 


Nikko. 


3333, 


Café together with other bounties 
of the sea. Priced at Р950++ per 
adult and Р475+ + for children be- 
low twelve (12) years old. 

Benkay, features set menus for 

summer. 
‘Tomiyama creates the ‘Peach Sea- 
sonal Festival’ (Momo No Setsuku) 
this March, Composed of an арре- 
tizer, sliced raw fish, soup and 
dessert. The set menu is priced at 
P1,800 ++ per person. 

Savor the healthy cuisine of Viet- 
mam this March with your loved 
Ones as Thien Duong offers set 
menus good for four persons that 
comes with a refreshing round of 
Vietnamese iced tea. Thien Duong 
Vietnamese restaurant is located at 
the ground level of Dusit Hotel 


Japanese chef 


‘Spend summer and discover the 
many facets of the season only at 
Dusit Hotel Nikko. For inquiries 
and dining reservations, call 867- 


Romance in March | 


LOOKING FOR A GREAT WAY 
to spend the month of March? 
Let City Garden Hotel Makati 
takes you on a grand romantic 
day First, check-in in one ofits 
guest rooms that come for as 
Jow as P1,450 per person on 
twin-sharing basis. This al- 
ready includes a sumptuous 
buffet breakfast at the Le 
Jardin. 

‘After check-in, try out their 
fully-equipped gym or take a 
ip in their open-air swimming 
pool at the Roofdeck. Or better 
yet, you may opt to explore 
nearby Powerplant Mall ас 
Rockwell or Glorietta Mall for 
some shopping. 

After a day of fun activities, 
ook a massage or facial treat- 


ment for two at Body & Face by 
Mendez for as low as P700 per 
person or try its Relaxing Re- 
treat Package for as low as 
P1,000 per person, for that 
much needed rejuvenation. 
For dinner, do not miss the 
Roofdeck Bar & Grill. Offering 
sumptuous grilled specialties 
and appetizers, it has the best 
view of the metropolis at night. 
‘Aromantic end toa great day. 
For more details, City Gar- 
den Hotel Makati is located in 
Makad's restaurant strip at 
7870 Makati Avenue comer 
Kalayaan Avenue, Makati City. 
For reservations or inquires, 
please call (02) 899-1111, ог 
its domestic tll free number 1- 
800-101-GARDEN (427336), 


wwwcltygardenho- 
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Graduates march 


to The Bellevue 
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES! SOU- | 
them Metro Manila's premier social and busi 
ness hub pays tribute to the graduates with 
its 5+1 promo, For every group of six taking 
the sumptuous buffet at Café D' Asie, one will 
be free of charge. What a great reward for a 
job well done. March away го The Bellevue, 
graduates. An Irish feast in celebration of St. 
Patrick's Day happens at The Bellevue Mani- 
la, southern Metro Manila's food Mecca. On 
March 17 and 18, enjoy a host of Irish fa- 
vorites such as Cream of Irish Leek Soup, 
Thackerays Tiger Prawns, Trimlestown 
Roast Sirloin, Five Spice Crusted Salmon on 
‘Sauerkraut with Irish Bacon and Cranberry 
Seeds, Irish Loin of Pork with Lemon and 
Herbs and an assortment of Irish desserts. 
Available during the lunch and dinner buffets 
at Café D' Asie. Plus, diners in green get spe- 
cial gifts. For inquiries, call 771-8181. 


Manila Pavilion Hotel’s graduation tribute 


GRADUATIONS, THOUGH SIG- 
nifying an end, are such happy 
milestones. This is why Manila 
Pavilion Hotel fetes the graduates 
- and their families - with a deli- 
ciously rewarding meal. 

At the Rotisserie, the Gradua- 
tion Set Menu is concocted espe- 
cially for the Class of 2006. Menu 
consists of Prawns Caesar Salad, 


JUST LIKE A VISIT TO EUROPE, 
China ora tour around the world, 
Waterfront Cebu City Hotel and 
Casinos (WCCHC) Gourmet 
Walk assures you that every stop. 
will be a culinary experience. 
With the Gourmet Passport, WC- 
CHC promises you a trip you just 
can'tsay no to. Until June 30, sim- 
ply visit any of the Hotel owned 
restaurants - Café Uno, Café For- 
tuna, Tin Gow, Mizu, Madeleine, 
Lobby Lounge or Treff Bar - and 
ask for a Gourmet Passport. For 
each culinary experience worth 
P1500 single receipt or two accu- 
mulated receipts at Madeleine, 
your get a stamp on your 


away. 
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XANGO IS MOST OUTSTANDING 


NUTRITIONAL BEVERAGE 
‘Mangosteen supplement XanGo Juice Drink was 
‘named ‘Most Outstanding Nutritional Beverage’ 
at the 2005 Philippine Quality Awards for Busi- 
ness Excellence recently held at Hotel Interconti- 
mental Manila in Makati City. Receiving the award 
is Pilar Recto (right), one of the top independent 
distributors of XanGo. Flanking her are Dean An- 
tonio Tupaz, chair of the Philippine Quality 
Awards for Business Excellence (lft); апа Rep. 
‘Abdulgani Salapuddin (center). 


Hats Off Onion Soup, Grilled im- 
ported Beef Tenderloin in Green 
Peppercorn sauce with Croquette 
Caramelized Mango 
Chibouste with Ice Cream, and 
pralines, along with a cup of 
brewed coffee or tea. 

‘After completing an academic 
journey with success, its fit tolet ас 
the graduates indulge. Treat 


A gastronomic tour 
with Waterfront Cebu 


Potatoes, 


Gourmet Passport. Upon accumu- 
lation of 6 stamps from 6 different 
outlets, you can spend the night 
їп а Standard/Superior Room for 
free! But if you accumulate 8 
stamps instead, then an overnight 
stay ina deluxe suite isin store for 
you. The food and ambience 
alone is worth every peso, but 
with the Gourmet Passport, its 
worth so much more. So visit the 
Gourmet Walk today and stamp 


For inquiries and reservations, 
you may call (02) 687 0888 or 
(032) 232-6888 loc. 8201. You 
can also visit the website at 
www.waterfronthotels.net 


days until March 


(02) 
2505. 


cious, comfortable, 


ў: Phil-Korean travel event 
THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM (DOT) 15 STAG- 
Ing the first-ever Philippine-Korean Travel Exchange. 
(Philkotex) in Manila on March 16. Taking advan- 
таре of the Korean buyers presence in the country, 
the DOT will host two nights/three days optional 
tours from March 17 to 19 to popular destinations 
including Manila and environs, Subic/Clark, 
Palawan, Cebu/Bohol, Boracay, and Davao. Philip~ 
pine sellers interested In participating in the Philko- 
tex should immediately contact Mavic Sevilla and 
‘Andy Pagaduan of Team Korea at tel. nos. 02- 
5257320 and 525-9318 loc. 293, 240 and 270. 


Centering Prayer retreat 
CENTERING PRAYER IS A METHOD DESIGNED TO 
facito the development of Contemplative Prayer 
у preparing our faculties to receive this gift. Con- 
templative Outreach Philippines will bs holding а 3- 
day live-in Introductory Retreat to Centering Prayer 
‘on March 17, 18, 19, at the St. Joseph Marello Re- 
treat House in Tagaytay City. For Inquiries and tur- 
ther Information interested persons may call Anna 
Marie at 842-0201 or Jasmin at 843-8830. 


P1,350+ + per person. 

For reservations and inquiries, 
please call Manila Pavilion Hotel 
526-1212 extension 


them to the Rotisserie's Gradua- 
tion Set Menu available during 
lunch and dinner from Mondays 
to Fridays, dinner only on Satur- 


31, for 


A home close to your home 


GARDEN PLAZA HOTEL AND 
Suites is your home close to your 
home. Attentive service, deliv- 
етей by warm and courteous staff 
is the trademark of this hotel. 
Located beside the historic Pa- 
co Park, Garden Plaza Hotel is 
walking distance from the shop- 
ping and entertainment district, 
scenic parks and the tourist belt. 
The 125 rooms hotel are spa- 
well fur- 
nished, and with complete 
amenities to provide maximum 
comfort to all guests. Garden 
Plaza's Deluxe rooms and Suites 
are all equipped with kitch- 
enettes - a favorite among long 
staying guests and families who 


opt for home cooking. 

‘The hotel, has six function 
rooms that are being used by cor- 
porate and government clients 
for business meetings, confer- 
ences, seminars and workshops. 
It is also the house of the famous 
‘Old Swiss Inn Restaurant - a top 
rated casual dining restaurant fa- 
mous since 1940's for authentic. 
European cuisine., Aside from 
these, guests can unwind and 
belt out their repertoire at the 
Isidro's Karaoke Bar located at 
the ground floor of the hotel. 

For inquiries, call The Garden. 
Plaza Hotel and Suites at 522- 
4835 to 39 or e-mail at gplazaho- 
tel@yahoo.com. 


13th Consal 

THE 13TH GENERAL CON- 

ference o the Congress 

of Southeast Asian Li- д 

brarians (Consal) wil 

be held on March 25 to 

30, at the Edsa Shangri-La 

Hotel in Mandaluyong City. 

The theme of the conference Is 

“Consal atthe crossroads: Chal- 

lenges for greater regional cooperation’. For more 
inquiries call Rose at (632) 827-2044, Lily at (632) 
929-2180 or e-mail: consal.13@gmall.com 


IFAWPCA grand convention 
ОМ MARCH 14 TO 18, THE INTERNATIONAL FED- 
‘ation of Aslan and Western Расіі Contractors 
 Assoclation (iFAWPCA) shall hold its 35th grand 
convention at the Hotel Philippine Plaza. For Infor-- 
‘mation and detalis about the 35th IFAWPCA con- 
vention and Konstructura Asya 2006, call Global- 
Link Marketing and Management Services Inc, the 
Event for hoth events, at tel. nos. 750-8588, 887- 
1304 or e-mail: jing.lagandaon@ globallink.com. 


Pedro Eduardo "Pete" Lagman, Jr. 


(February 14, 1919 - March 9, 2006) 


Retired Assistant City Prosecutor of Caloocan City 


joined his Creator and martyr sons, Hermon and Popoy, 
at 87 years of age. 


He is survived by his wife Cecilia; children Edcel and Cielo, 
Nilda and Silverio, Jr., and Evita and Tirso; daughter-in-law Bobbie; 
grandchildren Krisel and Ramon, Larah, Edcel, Jr. and Ivy, Nikos, 
Karlo and Elizabeth, Dante and Chona, Marco, Iskra and Ernelle, 
Karina, Celia, Hermon, Andrei, Tristan, Trisha, Ryan, and Leanne; 
great grandchildren; brothers Rosette and Ernesto; 
sisters Perla and Efigenia; nephews and nieces. 


His bereaved family, relatives and friends request pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Premier II, Loyola Memorial Chapels, 
Guadalupe, Makati City. 


Interment will be on Monday, March 13, 2006, 
at the Loyola Memorial Park in Marikina City after the 8:00 a.m. Mass 
at the Loyola Memorial Chapels. 


i рю» 5ш 1 A 89 
$ ANTONIO MIGUEL D, SANTOS 


“IKE” 


Peacefully joined our Lord on 


Maria Evangelista Cua 


March 8, 2006 at the age of 50. 


His loving father Miguel Borja Santos; 
children Aileen, Paolo, Chesca, Maurice, 

& Nikka; together with brother Manuel, sisters. 
Charito, Tessie, Alice & Lulu; relatives, and friends, 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at Our Lady of Grace Columbary 
Haven & Chapel of Repose, 2nd Floor Bishop Benjamin 


March 25, 1919 - March 08, 2006 


Her bereaved children: 


Cong. Junie « Mary Cua 
Lai Tung & Gue Hwa 

Tessie (+) & Noy Coting 

Luz & Manny Brillo 


i 


Bon 


de Jesus Chapel, back of Our Lady of Grace Church, 


11th Ave., Caloocan City. Jimmy (1) & Edna Cua 


July & Rosanna Evangelista 
Belen & Frisco Ang 
Benjie & Pat Cua 


Brother, grandchildren, great grandchildren, nephews, nieces, relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the repose of her soul. 

Her remains lie in state at Funeraria Paz, Inc. Chapel Superior, G. Araneta, Quezon 
City. 

Interment will be on Sunday, March 12, 2006 at the Pasig Catholic Cemetery, 
Pasig City after the 8:30 a.m. service. 


Interment will be on March 12, 2006 at Holy Cross 
Memorial Park, 3:00 p.m. 


Dr. Stephen G. Reyes 
Died on March 1, 2006, 

His body lies at St. Therese of Child Jesus Chapel, 
UP College, Los Baños, Laguna 
Interment will be on March 12, 2006 
at Los Baños Memorial Cemetery 


ee 
Our Dearly Beloved ч 


“J030” \ 


GLENN JORDAN CARLOS 0. SYDIONGCO 


Peacefully joined his Creator on March 8, 2006 
at the age of 47. 


THE 


ERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 
*Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Catered Meals 


Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
Thank You Cards *Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 


More Classified Ads 
on pages A15, B2, B3 & B2-2 


His bereaved beloved wife Anna Flora “Nene”; children Jordana Мае & 
Jan Charade; sisters: Joji & Beboy, Jinjin & Sunny Boy; brothers: Junjun & 
Marlyn, Jovy & Marife, Jansy & Vicky; nieces & nephews: Nicole, Айла, 
Becca, Maxine, Margaux, Claudine, Kristine, Samantha & Jasmine, Ginno, 
С Boy, Mare Seth & Justin; grandchild Hugo Francis; Tatay Intoy 4: Mommy 
Conching, aunties, uncles, cousins, sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law relatives and 
friends request the pious readers to pray for the etemal repose of his soul. 


His remains Не in state at his residence, B6 L6 Phase 3, 
Area F, V&G Subd., Tacloban City. 
Interment will be announced later. He will be interred at the 
Alangalang Catholic Cemetery. 
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PCCI calls on gov't to temper peso movement 


Too strong currency could hurt 
local exports, business group says 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE PHILIPPINE CHAMBER OF СОМ- 
merce and Industry yesterday asked the 
government to control the fluctuations 
in foreign exchange rates to avoid “dislo- 
cations in the economy" 

PCI president Donald С. Dee said 
there was a need to moderate the fluctu- 
ation of the currency to avoid specula- 
tion and serious impact on the viability 
and competitiveness of our exporters. 

PCCIs members number to some 
20,000 nationwide, including small and 
medium enterprises, many of which are 
engaged in the export of various products. 

Dee said members expressed mixed 
reactions on the rapid appreciation of 
the peso over the last two and а half 
months, where it had substantially 
strengthened by 8 percent, 

The peso was valued at 51.40 to the dol- 
lar as of the end of trading on March 9. 

‘Dee said the trend in the foreign exchange 
rate, along with the continued gains in the 
stock market and actual investments coming 
into the country, showed that business confi- 
dence in the country has been restored . 

“An appreciating peso certainly will re- 
duce our interest expense and oil bills,” he 
said, “(But) it also has the negative effect 
of making our exports uncompetitive, 
‘which ultimately might impact on our abil- 
ity to maintain present jobs in the econo- 
my much less increase in creating jobs. 

“We also must consider the effects of a 
strong peso on the families of our over- 
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Imagine transforming old world style into a bold new look. Leather-inspired accents and delicate etchings come 
together їп the Nokia 7360, enhanced with an array of features. Capture what you wish with 1 
video recorder. Be entertained 


wallpapers, screensavers and ring tones. Uncover a blend of artistry and technology in Warm amber and Coffee brown. 


seas contract workers who now would 
receive less peso for the same dollar in- 
come remitted,” Dee added. 

Не said РССІ was calling for the gov- 
ernment to adopt policies that would 
moderate changes in the exchange rate. 
and assist exporters in maintaining their. 
viability and competitiveness. 

“(The government could also) make 
available rediscounting windows, give 
incentives to modernize facilities to in- 
crease productivity, improve infrastruc- 
ture to reduce transport costs, and other 
measures to mitigate the revenue-losses 
of exporters,” Dee said. 

He said further that government inter- 
vention was needed to achieve economic 
stability and to further enhance econom- 
ie growth and development. 


1g Imagination 


L'Amour Collection 


The Nokia 7360. Part of the l'Amour Collection. Let it inspire you. 


www.nokia.com.ph 


NOKIA 
7360 


Confidently Inspired 


Available at all Nokia Stores and selected Nokia Deale 


Nestlé, maker of Nescafe coffee, said global demand for coffee beans has been increasing, but that supply in the country 
has dwindled over the years. It is introducing measures to help farmers increase productivity, such as free training 
workshops in Magdum, Tagum City. DENN AY SANTOSPDI MINDANAO BUREAU 


ith the integrated FM stereo radio. Show your creative side with fashionable 


"БА expects rise 
in abaca exports 


By Christine A. Gaylican of abaca pulp that has been used 
to manufacture security and or 
currency papers, cigarette filters, 
meat and tea casings, medical 
materials and other high grade " 
mon-woven materials, the Fida 
said ina report. 

Fenix noted, however that 
there was not enough abaca to 
supply the market. 

The abaca industry has yet to 
recover from diseases as there 
"were not enough funds from the 
government to buy insecticides . 

Fida Administrator Cecilia Glo- 
ria Soriano said the industry's 
production has not hit a high of 1 
to 2 million metric tons a year 
due to this problem. 

“The government needs to 
solve this problem with the pri- 
vate sector,” she said. 

Abaca fiber production last 
year rose by only 2 percent. 

“There is a consistent growing 
demand especially for our abaca 
pulp, but the local supply has not 
been sufficient,” said an official 
from another exporter Isarog 
Pulp and Paper Inc. 


THE AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
expects a boost in abaca exports this 
year due to the discovery of new ap- 
plications for the product. 

Philippine abaca pulp is now 
being used for composite panels 
of luxury cars—other than as fil 
ter and food casings—which 
should enhance the demand for 
the fiber, according to exporter 
Newtech Pulp Ine. president Al- 
berto Fenix in an interview. 

"There is enough room for 
growth of between 5 to 10 per- 
cent this year," Fenix said. 

Automakers from Germany 
have approved the use of Philip- 
pine abaca fiber. 

The Fiber Industry Develop- 
ment Authority (Fida), an at- 
tached agency ofthe DA, said that. 
one of these car manufacturers 
was the Daimler-Chrysler Group, 
which recognized the Philippine 
abaca due to its high elastic prop- 
erties. 

The Philippines is the world's 
only exporter and main supplier 


LBP opens P6-B loan 
facility for local gov't 


By Doris C. Dumlao velopmental projects, such as 
farm-to-market roads апд 
bridges, ports, sanitation and 
flood control system, water sup- 
ply, publicmarkets and bus termi- 
nals. 

Other projects qualified for fi- 
nancing include rehabilitation of 
public facilities like hospitals, 
schools and parks. 

Another financing option was 
the World Bank-financed Support 
for Strategic Local Development 
Investment (S2LDI), aimed at im- 
proving the living conditions, pub- 
lic health standards and urban en- 
vironment of participating LGUs 
through upgraded and improved 
urban infrastructure and services. 

Specifically the S2LDI will ad- 
dress the requirements of LGUs 
for the construction, upgrading 
and rehabilitation of basic urban 
and rural infrastructure facilities 
in support to the national govern- 
ment's Medium Term Philippine 
Development Plan. 

Projects eligible for S2LDI fi- 
nancing include water supply, 
power production and distribu- 
tion, solid waste management fa- 
cilities including the construction. 
of sanitary landfill and water 
treatment. 


‘THE LAND BANK OF THE PHILIP- 
pines will offer over P6 billion in 
funds to support local government 
units’ basic infrastructure spend- 
ing for the year. 

"The first facility is a PL-billion 
credit window jointly financed 
with Germany-based multilateral 
lender Kreditanstalt fur Wieder- 
aufbau (KAW) and the other, a 
$100-million (P5 billion) financ- 
ing package supported by the 
World Bank. 

In a press statement yesterday, 
Landbank acting president Gilda. 
Pico said these new financing 
programs were aimed at address- 
ing the financing requirements of 
LGUs nationwide, which the gov- 
ernment bank was nurturing as 
its development partners. 

“We continue to forge a 
stronger partnership with the 
LGU sector because we recognize 
its vital role in countryside devel- 
opment, particularly in deliver- 
ing basic services to the public," 
Pico said. 

The KFWassisted program, 
dubbed as the LGU Investment 
Program (LIP), allows LGUs to 
avail themselves of loans for de- 
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of green bui 


ONE MAJOR REASON GREEN BUILDINGS 
are not easily accepted by many people is the 
"widespread misconception that they cost 
ore to build than conventional construc- 
tion. On the contrary, new data indicate that 
up-front costs for green buildings may be 
more than offset by long-term savings. Given 
а specific project budget cost, front-loaded 
design will maximize the benefits of green 
planning and design, to ensure that green is- 
sues аге addressed in the initial stages of a 
project. 

Green buildings can be cost-effective when 
ecologically-sound principles are applied. The 
basic principle in green buildings that directly 
affects the cost of construction is the restraint in 
the use of all types of resources like labor, mate- 
tials and energy use. 


Economic benefits 

А green building may cost more up front, but 
it saves through lower operating costs over the 
life of the building. Through a process called the 
LLL LL. ile eyde cost analysis, 

the appropriate 
GREEN up-front costs are de- 
termined. A basic con- 
ТАВСНІТВЕМОЅ com ofthis system that 
directly relates 10 
green buildings is the 
‘concept that the longer 
а product or material 
lasts before replace- 
ment, the better itis in 
environmental алй 
economic terms. Other 
concerns are the use of 
renewable materials 
Amado de Jesus and the recycling and 
Со reuse of materials. 

"These cost savings can be realized only when. 
the concept is adopted at the initial stage of a 
project and with the assistance and cooperation 
of ali the players involved. The whole construc- 
tion team should approach the project as one 
integrated system rather than a series of sepa- 
rate systems, 

Even with tight budgets, many green build. 
ing features can be incorporated with minimal 
up-front costs to yield considerable future sav- 
ings. 

* Site selection. Starting with the site, keep- 
ing the cost of the land down is not only em 
ronmentally sound but is also an economic im- 
perative. This is in keeping with the basic rule of 
‘green design, which is to reduce the amount of 
and needed to build a house. Another basic 
rule is by building houses in clusters or closer 
together to preserve more open spaces. These 
measures reduce the impact of the buildings on 
the environment. They are also an economic 
necessity 

* Design requirements. The next important 
step is to finalize the design requirements of a 
house. At this stage, it is not only the budget 
that is clearly defined, but also the most essen- 
tial parts of the house—the parts that are d 
nitely needed, not merely optional require- 
ments, Other non-essential or unnecessary fea- 
tures have to be left out. It is also important at 
this stage to develop а budget that includes 
green features. 

* Interior space planning. Cost reductions 
can also be done through the effective use of 
space within a house. For example, stairwells 
canbe integrated into the living room instead of 
allocating an area specifically for the stairwell. 
The foyer or entrance halls can be greatly re- 
duced or eliminated altogether and integrated 
with other common areas of the house. An 
open-type kitchen can be designed with a 
breakfast nook and a counter opening up to the 
living-room area that is also characterized by 
open planning, thus eliminating the need for 
expensive partitions, doors, jambs, painting, 
ас, 

* Renovations and additions. Ву anticipat- 
ing future additions and renovations it wil be. 
helpful to identify opportunities for future re- 
modeling to save the owners expensive renova- 
tions to reconfigure spaces, Technical provi- 
sions can also be made to accommodate struc- 
tural, electrical and plumbing needs in the fu- 
ture, 

For example, adding concrete columns to 
carry an upper floor inside an existing house 
can be a very stressful especially if the workers 
are not as careful and sensitive to the home- 
‘owners’ needs for cleanliness and privacy. 

If possible changes аге not planned or an- 
ticipated, the house could end up with awk- 
ward roof configurations that eventually 
leak; old bathrooms that are "trapped" in- 
side living rooms with no direct ventilation 
to the exterior; a kitchen with no direct ex- 
haust, thereby causing dangerous smoke 
and possible LPG gas buildup inside the 
house; adding a room above the septic tank 
especially if it is going to be an enclosed 
тоот, which is a big health risk due to possi- 
ble leakage of toxic gas. There are many 
renovation horror stories that we are famil- 


cost/B2-2 


AGREEN house can be cost-effective if the 
plan is kept simple and compact with few 
fixed interior walls. This makes it flexible and 
will cost less to build. 


ILLUSTRATION: DIETMARLOCHNER 
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APPROVED TERMITICIDE TODAY! 
Termites can seriously damage your house; ond, worst 
‘making you homeless. Don't let termites ade your most precios поте! 


Unit 1103 Paragon Plaza, 
EDSA cor. Reliance St., 
Mandaluyong City 


Tel, Nos. 687-9040 + 687-7490 
687-7942 + 687-2576 
Fax No: 687-0461 
E-maikinfo@leadsagri.com 
fodegala@leadsagri.com 


www.leadsagri.com 


Protect avery comar of your house wilh Век soll етті. For best. 
TN result consu ho licensed Pest Control Operators nearest yo. 


My five-year old 
can say “Hello” 
in six languages. 


| Who says one. language | 
| At Brentville, let your child 


* {deally situated and just a 10-minute drive fro 

D Жазасы © ities including und Y 
* 24-hour, 3-level security protocol. 

Ü Existing and. thriving. internat 


PROMINENCE Il townhouses, 


Lots at P9,500* per square meter. 
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FORBES TOWN CENTER 


Global City's longest. 
golf course views 


wood City, the archetypal “live-work- 

play” enclave in Quezon City, premier 
fesidential property developer Megaworld 
Corp. is into another ambitious project in a 
strategic metropolitan location: the Forbes 
‘Town Center at the Bonifacio Global City in 
‘Taguig. Tagged as the country’s newest busi- 
ness district, the Global City makes an excel- 
lent backdrop for Megaworld's increasing ef- 
forts to reinvent the urban landscape. 

A P15-billion, five-hectare joint venture of 
Megaworld and Bonifacio West Development 
Corp., Forbes Town Center borders the Mani- 
la Golf and Country Club, and is within a 
stone's throw of the Manila Polo Club and 
Forbes Park—all icons of upper-crust living. 
Forbes Town Center is the only project in the 
Global City that offers the longest stretch—al- 
most half a kilometer—of superb golf course 
views 


Е OLLOWING THE SUCCESS ОР EAST- 


2 residential sections 

Forbes Town Center is divided into two res- 
idential sections. The first is made up of the 
Bellagio towers—five in all—that provide 
front-row views of the Manila Golf course; the 
second comprises the seven buildings of the 
Forbeswood residences. The condominium 
homes at the sibuiding Forbeswood 
Heights overlook а 5,500-square-meter cen- 
tral park that teems with play amenities. 
Meanwhile, Forbeswood Parklane, the recent- 


ly launched seventh tower, is just across from 
the Forbes Town Park and Lagoon. 

In addition to luxury condos, Forbes Town 
Center is home to a high-end retail strip called 
Forbes Town Road. Inspired by Singapore's 
Bugis Junction, Forbes Town Road now hosts 
McDonald's and UCC Coffee as its anchor es- 
tablishments. These are expected to grow to 
more than a hundred casual and fine-dining 
restaurants and haute couture shops in a few 
years. 


Bellagio, Forbeswood 

Megaworlds Bellagio and Forbeswood 
homes are at the heart of the Forbes Town 
Center's trend-setting urban lifestyle. 

Of the five Bellagio towers fronting the golf 
course, one—the 38-story Bellagio I—is 
structurally complete. Bellagio T has а 300- 
plus mix of executive studios to four-bedroom 
Suites in two separate wings. Its play deck of- 
fers views of the greens, as well as a horizon- 
edged swimming pool, children’s pool and 
playground, gym, male and female saunas 
and landscaped gardens. 

A second tower, the 40-story Bellagio П, is 
currently in the middle of excavation works. 
Its homes consist of loft-type and executive 
studios as well as one- and two-bedroom 
suites. A lobby-cum-lounge, which provides a 
life-size view of the fairways, is located at the 
upper ground level, along with an array of 
amenities for games and sports. The lobby 
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ANITE & MARBLE 


SANDSTONE,LIMESTONES & SLATES | 


PR STONE SUPPLY INC. 


Warehouse: 1120 J.P. Rizal St, Guadalupe Viejo, Makati City 


Tel. Nos. 


896-1112 * 890-3407 " 895-9775 * 895-8401 
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ARTIST'S rendering of the Forbeswood Parklane grand lobby 


4 ЕЗ 


IE LAVISH interiors ofa Bellagio home 


ЕЕЕНЕБЕЕЈ 


ARCHITECT'S impression 


of The Bellagio | 


The AFP Retirement and Separation Benefits System (RSBS) invites interested parties to purchase 
ру way of sealed bids the following properties on cash or term basis (minimum 30% down payment 
‘and 16% interest rate per annum, maximum of 7 years to pay) 


Minimum 
Location Floor Price 

No. 12 Rimas St. Proj. 2, О.С. Р 2428,195.00 

Brgy. Pimienta, Umingan, P — 455,855.00 

Pangasinan 

Brgy. Prado, Umingan, Р 

Pangasinan 

L13, B15, AFP Village, P 

San Mateo, Rizal 

Bulacan Agro Industrial Subdivision 

Calumpit, Bulacan 

112, B6, Snra. De la Paz Subd 

Sumulong, Antipolo 

L6, B11, Lopez Subdivision, 

Brgy. Tugbungan, Zamboanga 


Description 

259.7 sqm residential lot 
4 residential lots 

300 sqm each 

2 residential lots 

500 sqm each 


House & Lot F/A 48 sqm 
ША 198 sqm. 


9,448 sqm industrial lot 


243,600.00 


267,877.00 


Р30,516,700.00 


367 sqm residential lot 892,500.00 


241 sqm residential lot 20,485.00 


[repu ss a гуп, Roman spe, business centes 
nction room and day care center. Outside, 


ur at the same level, is a swimming pool сот- 
plex with a horizon-edged adult pool with 

in-water lounge, а child-friendly pool and 
ап outdoor spa. 

Meanwhile, three more towers are in the 
pipeline to complete the Bellagio series. 

The Forbes Town Center best-selling 
project is Forbeswood Heights, with six 

uildings, Now sold out, it features execu- 
tive studios to one-bedroom suites encir- 
cling a 5,500-square-meter central park. 
Its resort-style amenities include a swim- 
ming pool complex, sunbathing lounge, 
multipurpose hall, gym, jogging trail, ten- 
nis court, mini-putting green and chil- 
dren's playgroun 

Forbeswood Heights’ Agoho, Bauhinia 

and Cambridge towers are scheduled for 
delivery by June 2006; Dorchester, Ever- 
green and Florida, by June 2007. 


New Forbeswood phase 
For those who missed the opportunity 
gto invest in a home at Forbeswood 
* Heights, Megaworld has come up with an 
immediate follow-up: Forbeswood Park- 
ane. Like its predecessors, Forbeswood 
Parklane offers a winning formula that com- 
ines posh accommodations with resort-style 
play amenities and a generous array of 
lifestyle conveniences. 

The project makes a bold, powerful state- 
ment with a contemporary facade and a 
grand lobby that boasts a high-vaulted ceil- 
ing, granite flooring and elegant furnishings. 
Five high-speed elevators, multilevel parking 
and 24-hour security are provided with the 
homeowners interests in mind. The executive 
studios to two-bedroom suites, 594 in all, 
continue the luxurious tone. Their floor-to: 
ceiling glass windows frame intimate views of 
the Forbes Town Park and Lagoon at the foot 
of the building. This nature park is a refresh- 
ing getaway with its lush pocket gardens, 
landscaped greenery, paved pathways and a 
centerpiece lagoon. 

First-rate leisure options wait at the fifth- 
level playground, Among the indoor ameni- 
ties are a health club with a jacuzzi and mas- 
sage and sauna rooms and a day care center 
with a play area and activity-reading room. 
For those working from home, there is а busi- 
ness center with a lounge, a conference room 


with a waiting area and two function rooms. 
Outdoor fun areas include a horizon-edged 
adult swimming pool and children's wading 
pool as well as a spa. 

Forbeswood Parklane is nestled atop an ex- 
clusive shoppers’ paradise. Just a quick eleva- 
tor ride away is a ground-level retail arcade 
lined with trendy shops and stores. And a few 
strides away across the park is Forbes Town 
Road, the neighborhood's leisure and enter- 
tainment hub, 


Forbes Town Road 

From the Global City’s Burgos Circle, 
Forbes Town Road winds its way across the 
Forbes Town Center, melding chic restau- 
rants, cafés and designer boutiques with trees 
and pocket greenery. Меропај45 and UCC 
Coffee are already doing business here as an- 
chor outlets. In the next few years, it will 
ratchet up its drawing power even more as it 
‘opens its doors to more than a hundred retail 
outlets. 

Forbes Town Road is modeled on Singa- 
pore's Bugis Junction, a vibrant shopping and 
entertainment hub of four-story shophouses 
combined with a retail plaza, But unlike Bugis 
Junetion’s glass-covered, _ air-conditioned 
streetscape, Forbes Town Road features a re- 
laxed open-air setting. 


World-class infrastructure 

Those who will live and work at Forbes 
Town Center will benefit from the Global 
City’s modern infrastructure. Electricity and 
treated drinking water flow continuously, and 
gas is distributed safely through an under- 
ground piping system. There is also an inte- 
grated 48-core single mode fiber optic cable 
network that supports a wide range of tele- 
phone, video and data applications. To pre- 
serve the city's cosmopolitan appeal, all these 
utilities have been laid underground. 

With the country’s largest private under- 
ground drainage detention structure at its 
service, the city hardly experiences any flood- 
ing. Meanwhile, wastewater is treated at an 
environment-friendly central sewage plant 
outside the city. 


Mobility 

From its vantage location, Forbes Town 
Center is within easy commuting distance 
from Metro Manila's key destinations through 
the Global City’s efficient road network. 

The Makati and Ortigas business districts 
area short drive away via the Edsa Kalayaan 
flyover, McKinley Road or C-5 Road, The C- 
55 recently opened Sampaguita West 
Ramps 1 and 2 and Collector Distribution 
Road make it easy to reach the southwest 
area of the Global City, as well as Taguig, 
Pasig, Quezon City, Рагавадие and South- 
ern Metro Manila, 

Inside the Global City, business hubs such 
as McKinley Business Park, e-Square IT Park 
and Net One are mere minutes away. Just as 
accessible are the American, British and 
Japanese schools and recreational spots such. 
аз Sports Kamp, Par 43 Mini-Golf and NBC 
‘Tent. Other well-situated conveniences are 
Metro Market! Market!, PriceSmart Mem- 
bership Shopping, MC Home Depot and an 
upcoming facility of St. Luke's Medical Cen- 
ter 


House & Lot F/A 152 зат 
L/A 208 sqm 


120 sqm residential lot 


L6, B32, Phase II, Soldier's Hills Subd., 
Muntinlupa City. 


L4, B3, Kameha-meha St., 
Kingsville Subd., Antipolo 


Brgy. Cajimos, Romblon, Romblon 


707,200.00 


367,200.00 


06-10| 3,000 sqm residential lot 
13,000 зат agri lot 
House & Lot F/A 42 sqm. 
LIA 120 sqm 


322 sqm residential lot 


1,538,310.00 


06-11 L45 & 47, B4, Alpha Stréet P 
Northmatrixville Subd., Caloocan 
L70, B1-A Diamond Park Р 
Victoria Homes, Muntinlupa City 


509,320.00 


: 06-12 547,400.00 


Interested bidders may obtain bidding documents starting March 13, 2006 upon payment of non- 
refundable fee of P500.00 from the Office of the Head, Property Management, 3/F, RSBS Bldg., Camp 
Aguinaldo, Q. C. 


A Pre-bidding Conference is scheduled on March 23, 2006 at 10:00 AM, Central Meeting Room A, 
RSBS, Camp Aguinaldo, Q. C. 


Bids will be opened in the presence of bidders or their representatives on March 28, 2006 at 10:00 
АМ atthe Central Meeting Room A, RSBS, Camp Aguinaldo, Q. C. 


For further inquiries, you can call MS. LIZA HIZON or MR. DARWIN MANZANO at telephone 
numbers 9124718 or 9114071 local 249. 
(PDI-March 10, 11 8 12, 2000) 


READY FOR TURNOVER 

This month, ROMA and Venezia, the two 
latest building additions to East Ortigas 
Mansions’ resort-residences, will be ready 
for turnover. The construction of the 

additional mid-rise condominiums started 
late last year and is proceeding ahead of 
schedule. Roma and Venezia both have 55 
units with floor areas ranging from 43 to 65 
square meters each. Located on Ortigas 
Avenue Extension, the condo buildings 
making up East Ortigas Mansions 2 are part 
of DMCI Homes’ resort-residential 
development in Pasig City. Interested 
parties may call 888-3333 or visit 
www.dmcihomes.com for further 
information. 


Cost effectiveness . . . 


iar with. Fortunately, many of 
these can be avoided with some 


advance planning. 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Вид 5.2“ Floor Energy Complex, Merit Road 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig Слу 
те. No. 03-1320, Local $200 


PNOC PNOC 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


= PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Bldg. 6, 2" Floor Enargy Complox, Mert Roud 
For Bonlaci, Tagu Слу 
Tol No. 883-1520, Local 5289 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 


Simple design 


Green buildings that are cost- 
effective are characterized by 
such traits as simplicity of de- 
sign, green construction prac- 


From page B2-1 


Other strategies 

‘The other strategies that have to 
do with operations and mainte 
nance of the house are also impor- 
tant to consider. 

Features like maximizing the 
use of daylighting and natural ven. 
tiation, the use of natural mater 
als, rainwater collection system. 


The PNOC-Energy Development Corporations inving al interested suppers to 
apply and submit sealed bids Tor tho supply and detery of Ihe following. 


ELECTRICAL WIRE Approved Видро! 
Undor GE-513648. PHP 2.508.800 00 


Egat forms and bidding documents shali be available for issuance al the above 
address cio Alejandro V. Andros starting March 02, 2006, from 9 30 AM to 
330 РМ and upon paymant of а non-rfundanie leo of P400 00 por document 


For purposes of clanfyng certain тае, а pre-bidng conference shall be held 
on March 15. 2006, 2:00 p.m. at tho above address 


Applications for elgibity and sealed ив shal be cubrmited to, and registerad with 
tthe PNOC-EDC Supply. Property and Materials Management Dion at to above 
address, and thoreater dropped in Ihe paciocked Did box theroa not iater han. 
2:00 pm. (Purchasing Offico Wall Clock Timo) of March 31, 2006 Public 
‘opening of bids shal follow immadiately thoreafter, Lato bids shall not bo. 
accopted. 


Prospective bidera shot signify conformanco tothe bidding отв and conditions, 
эв required, and shall ensure (ha samo trough proper submiesionlexoculon 
Source ol funding from nteral Cash Generation of PNOC-EDC. All bis should 
bo i tha Approved Budgot for tha Contract m order о quay 


PNOC-Enorgy Development Corporation reserves the right to annu tho bidding 
process, lo reject any or эй bid. a wave any informa In ho Dida соме and to 
Scop such big which в том advantageous fo PNOC-EDC without Inoreby icumng 
Парму o healfectod bidder or bere or any cbugaton to inform the affected bidder 
ог bidors of e grounds) or PNOC-EDC s action 

fone 


СЕ Chairman - Bids and Awards Committe И 


“The PNOC-Energy Development Corporation's inviting ай interested suppl 10 
apply and subm sealed bids for tho supply and delvery of По following, 
CAPILLARY TUBING ‘Approved Budgot 
‘Undor GO-516719 PHP 300,000 00 
ligit forms and bidding documents shall Бо avaliable for issuance at ihe above 
address clo Alejandro V. Andros string March 02, 2006. кот 9 30 AM to 3:30 
РМ and upon payment of a non-ofundabi foa of 400.00 por documont. 
For purposes of caring certain matiors, a pre-bdding conferenco shall be held 
Mareh 14,2006, 2:00 p.m. at ho above address. 
Applications for eligibilty and sealed bids shall Бо submitted to, and registarod wih 
Tha PNOC-EDC Supply. Property, and Matonale Management Division at he bovo 
adress. and theratte dropped ito podiockod bi box thereat not aor an 2:00 
pam. (Purchasing Отсо Wall Clock Time) of March 30, 2006 Pubie oparang of 
Diae Shali опон iimodiatoly Погодно. Late bids shall not bo accepted. 
Prospective biddors shall signify conformance to tho bidding terme and conditions, 
эз requlrod, and shall ensure the samo through propor &ubmision/oxecullon. 
Saures of funding а from intorna! Cash Gonoration of PNOC-EDC. AI bide shouid 
bo wirin tno Approved Budgot forthe Contract in ordor to qualify. 
PNOC-Enorgy Development Corporation reserves Но right to annul tho bidding 
procose таре! any or al bide, to wave any normally In tho bids recalved and 1o 
бесар! euch bia which is most advantageous to PNOC-EDC иом оору тми 
Toby tothe alflocied bidder or район or any obbgatento inform tna йодо bidder. 
‘or bidders ofthe топов) for PNOC-EDC's асбоп 


Chalrman-- Bids and Awards Committee 


tices and good materials specifi- 
cations, ‘These buildings and 
homes are designed for durabili- 
tyand easy maintenance. 

‘The layout of the exterior walls 
of a house has a direct influence on. 
the total cost of the project. For ex- 
ample, an L-shaped house is more 
expensive to build than a square- 
shaped house because it will re- 
quire 25 percent more exterior 
wall area. At today's cost of build- 
ing materials, that would be a no- 
table difference, in terms of con- 
rete hollow blocks, steel bars, 
plastering, roof, ceiling, painting, 
ес. 

With а simple and compact de- 
sign, there is also ease in construc- 
Чоп, that results їп less mistakes 
and less wastage of materials 
caused by a complicated design. 


recycling of water for flushing and 
irrigation, and composting o! 
waste all have a positive effect оп 
the economic as well as physical 
well-being of the homeowner. 


Education is the key 

"The whole project team starting 
with the owners, the professionals 
and others should be made awan 
of green issues for sustaimabh 
building. This means they need to 
have a clear vision of what a green 
building i. 

"This will entail well-informel 
thoughtful choices about design. 
material specs and construction 
practices. We all have to invest in 
educating ourselves about the is 
sucs. 

For comments or inquiries, emar! 
amadedeiesus@email.com. 
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МР CLOSE business deal while 
playing at the South Forbes Golf 


üsiness and pleasure 


at South Forbes 


"WHEN BUSINESS-MINDED INDIVIDUALS 
invest, they look for a site where they can set 
up and growa thriving business and indulge in 
life's long list of pleasures on a regular basis. As 
the cliché goes, its best to hit two birds with 
onestone: a winning investment. 

Among all the projects in the South, one fully 
master-planned project combines the top ele- 
ments of business and pleasure. South Forbes 
Golf City, an integrated golf resort city located 
in Metro Sta. Rosa, has the perfect mix of com- 
mercial and leisure components. 


Mixed-use complex 

"The Esplanade, a five-story mixed-use com- 
plex, will rise on this new city’s main artery, 
South Boulevard. Enterprising family heads сап 
Jease out a commercial unit on the ground floor 
and set up a coffee house, service shop, or 
restaurant. 

They will surely get a steady stream of clients 
from the managers and executives at the nearby 
technopark and from students and faculty of 
the area's top schools such as St. Scho and La 


Salle. At any time of the day these en- 
trepreneurs can also tend to their family’s needs 
at their deluxe residential unit upstairs, thus 
spelling total business and family convenience. 

Near The Esplanade will rise another solid 
venue for business: the South Forbes City Cen- 
ter It will feature top restaurants, movie hous- 
es, and boutiques. Entrepreneurs can literally 
‘watch their business grow as this city's popula- 
tion grows exponentially. To unwind, they can 
take a short walk along the lagoon with the 
family They can also treat business associates to 
a practice round at the all-new South Forbes 
Driving Range, conveniently tucked in a strate- 
gic area at the City Center. 


Good deal 

‘The South Forbes Driving Range duplicates 
the playing conditions in South Forbes’ very 
own world-class golf course: the 18-hole South 
Forbes Golf Club. Designed by the International 
Management Group (IMG), the South Forbes 
Golf Club takes advantage of the site's hilly ter- 
rain and offers golfers magnificent views of Mt. 


MGS partners with Stone 
2000, joins Worldbex 2006 


A SIXYEAR PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN MGS 
Corp., a leading diversified construction firm, 
and Stone 2000, an architectural and finish- 
ing dealership, has become a successful team- 
up strengthening the business performance of 
both partners in the highly competitive con- 
struction supply sector. 

MGS has a product range that includes 
ready mix, the manufacture of premium 
homebuilding products, housing construction, 
land development, trading and distribution. 

For its part, Stone 2000 is a dealership net- 
‘work with seven stores in Metro Manila, two 
showrooms in the Alabang and Ortigas Home 
Depots, and a shop in the Calabarzon area. Over 

‚ the past 20 years, Stone 2000 has grown from a 

simple marble and 

4 stone store, into a deal- 
ег of building stones 
and blocks in 1996, го 
йз cument specializa- 
tion in architectural and. 
finishing product lines 
since 1999. 


Distribution 
According. to 
Stones chief operat- 
ing officer Naps Alge- 
nio, in the year 2000, 
the company started 
distributing MGS 
stone pavers, as well as providing installation 
and maintenance services for these products. 

“Our collaboration with MGS has strength- 
елей our distribution network and increased 
the volume of our prospective clients, who are 
mostly homeowners and commercial estab- 
lishments," Algenio says. 

He adds that his company has chosen to car- 
ту stone pavers by MGS because of the latter's 
quality standards and efficiency in meeting the 
demands of clients. MGS pavers are the result. 
of process innovations involving patented 
technology for concrete masonry production 
from Besser Inc. based in the United States. 


Superiority, strength 
MGS pavers and other lines are known for 
superiority and strength as construction ma- 
terials in the middle to upscale market for 
premium homebuilding products. Leading 
developers, architects and contractors often 
often prefer to use these products in their 
small to large residential, commercial, insti- 
tutional, industrial and special projects. 
Algenio says MGS pavers are noted for 
their esthetic and functional applications, 
adding value to construction projects with 
their durability looks and maintenance quali- 
Чез. He says that MGS pavers at Stone 2000 
which are most saleable are the Zigzag and 
Hispania designs, in terra cotta, gray, yellow 
7 and green colors. These pavers are widely 
used in the construction of homes and com- 


CUSTOMERS are welcomed by the unique 
design and layout of the Stone 2000 
showroom, 


mercial centers. 

MGS is currently participating in the 11th 
World Building Expo (Worldbex), a major an- 
nual exhibition of building and construction 
products, equipment, services and specialists, 
which runs until today at the World Trade 
Center, Pasay City. 
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SHOPPERS will like the wide array of 
boutiques, restaurants and entertainment 
options at the South Forbes City Center. 


Makiling and Laguna de Bay. 

If youre a business-minded person, then 
here's one really good deal for you to ponder. 
"The free golf membership that comes along 
with every lot and condominium purchase at 
South Forbes makes it a sure investment that 
will yield not just high returns, but a lot of plea- 
sure in the future. imagine yourself securing a 
deal while playing with your prospective busi- 
ness partner at the South Forbes Golf Club. Or 
playing basketball or tennis at the South Forbes 
Leisure Club with your overseas-based rela- 
tives. Or have an afternoon of relaxation with 
the love of your life at the South Forbes hotel's 
spa and wellness center. 


South Forbes’ affiliation 

Mixing business and pleasure doesn’t end at 
South Forbes, however. South Forbes’ affiliation. 
with the exclusive golf club of IMG SportsClub 
entitles you to a grand time at the greens in 42 
top golf courses worldwide. 

If you love traveling to the US West Coast, 
then you can play gol at the prestigious Pre- 
sidio Golf Course in San Francisco with your 
foreign business counterparts. Over at the East 
Coast, you can play doubles tennis at The Fox 
Valley Club in New York. Ifyou love touring Eu- 
rope, then you can play squash at the Golf & 
Country Club Fleesensee in Germany. 

ТР5 best to secure your investment position. 
this early. Inquire about а lot or condominium 
unit investment at South Forbes now. Simply 
сай 635-8108 or 636-4647 or visit wwwsouth- 
forbes.com. 


Wilcon’s completeness 
shines at WorldBex 


BEING COMPLETE MEANS 
having all the best and more... 

‘Wilcon Builders Supply, the 
pioneer in homebuilding depot 
in the Philippines, mounted 
the most complete dis- 
play—with all the world's best 
brands under the spotiight— 
its very own eight-booth pavi 
ion at the well-attended 11th 
WorldBex show at the World 
‘Trade Center this week 

Known nationwide for its ce- 
ramic tiles, Wilcon is display- 
ing its best lineup of imported 
tile brands such as the Nov- 
abell, Saime, Isla and Candia 
fom Italy; and Alcalagres, 
Grespania, Rocersa, Keros and 
Tesany from Spain. 

Wilcon also highlighted its 
pavilion with the newest vitre- 
ous china products (known lo- 
cally as sanitary wares) of Karat 
and Kohler These companies 
are known for theit bold and 
classical designs that appeal to 
those with discriminating taste. 

Aside from this, Wilcon is al- 
зо showcasing the newest Aris- 
ton water heaters, and the lat- 
est tile cutters from Spanish 
tile expert Rubi. 


Completeness 
Rosemarie Bosch Ong, 
Wilcon's executive vice presi- 
dent for marketing, said their 
participation at the 11th 
WorldBex is aimed at show- 
ing the "completeness" of the 
five Wilcon Builder's Depots 
and the eight Wilcon 
Builder's Supply branches all 


overthe country. 

“Wilcon’s WorldBex display 
offers justa glimpse of what we 
offer at our stores. Our slogan 
‘Build Anything. We Have Ev- 
erything says it all. People сап 
come to us if they want to build 
anything. We truly have every- 
thing,” she explained. 

"Wicon has been a consistent 
leader in the construction supply 
retail industry since its inception 
in 1977. In 2003, it reinvented it- 
self by introducing its own depot 
concept—opening йз first mall- 
like store on Alabang-Zapote 
Road adjacent to the posh Ayala 
Alabang Village and BF Homes 
subdivisions. From there, Wilcon 
depots have also emerged in 
strategic areas such as Libis and 
Balintawak, both in Quezon С 
and Pasong Tamo in Makati. Last 
year, another one also opened on 
Quirino, in Novaliches, Quezon 
City The company is gearing for 
another depot opening in Filin- 
vest, Alabang this year. 


Freedom of choice 

According to Ong, the 
Wilcon depot concept is hinged 
on the customers’ fundamental 
freedom of choice. 

“We want customers to exer- 
cise their freedom of choice in 
a very comfortable and conve- 
nient venue, We strive to main- 
tain the look and feel ofa shop- 
ping mall instead of а ware- 
house. And we have an army of 
well-trained personnel ready 
to assist customers for their ev- 
ery need," she said. 


Embrace the convenience of fiving in a community 
complete with amenities. А 15-hectare skilfully designed 


| community in Sto. Tomas, Batangas, Palmridge is 
| © conveniently located inside a township making everything 


within easy reach. Visit banks, hospitals, schools, 
business establishments & industrial parks through the 


; readily available public transportation. 


Come home to Palmridge and gaze at the breathtaking 
views of Mt. Makiling, savor the refreshing climate, admire 
the pleasant surroundings and sleep soundly with the 
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14 Firefly St., Valle Verde VI Pasig City 


Sage 
detached ais 


Licing right beside a commercial and business 
district has its rewards, the most precious of 
which is time. Quality time you can sper 

‘with your beloved family. 


And time is what you get at Westwood Lane. 
Designed with the family in mind, Westwood 
Tane within Valle Verde VI is just minutes 
away from everything, And it's complete 
with all the amenities you could ever want 
for stress-free living, 
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Experience fine living in natures loving care. 
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One Legazpi 


SATURDAY, MARCH 11,2006 


Park starts. 


welcoming residents 


LESS THAN FOUR YEARS SINCE 
the project was launched, multi- 
awarded residential condominium 
‘One Legazpi Park finally opened its 
doors and began welcoming eager 
residents in December last year, 
етеп earlier than promised. 

The sold-out project recently 
celebrated the culmination of its 
many milestones in an intimate 
blessing ceremony that gathered 
representatives from high-end re- 
al estate developer Ayala Land 
Premier and other groups integral 
toits smooth and speedy delivery. 

Kate Tagan, Ayala Land's assis- 
tant vice president for ALPS residen- 
tial buildings group, said the special 
Occasion was a celebration of the 

oject team's accomplishments. 

Said Tlagan: "We wanted to 
gather the entire project team and 
Show our appreciation for all the 
effort and dedication that went in- 
to this project because it was real- 
ly a collaboration. Everybody in- 
volved—from our technical peo- 
ple to our sales people to our cus- 
tomer relations unit Над а spe- 
cific role to play and contributed 
to the award-winning project that 
One Legazpi Park is today.” 


Safest project 

Launched in March 2002, Опе 
Legazpi Park has garnered acco- 
lades for its attention to safety 
during construction, said Ilagan. 

"The construction was very 
smooth, There were no problems 
or mishaps. The project was 
awarded Makati City's Safest and 
Best Project in 2003. It was also 
given е Million Safe Man Hours 
award by its general contractor EEL 
Corp. Typical of any Ayala Land 
Premier project, nothing was com- 
promised in terms of quality and 
schedules,” she added. 


Preselling 
Being able to sell all its units in 
such a short span of time is a con- 


The A. Venue 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE A. 
Venue Hotel and Residential 
Suites on Makati Avenue is now 
in full swing as the tower's three- 
basement levels, three-podium 
basement parking-and ground 
floor have:been-firished.-Ongó- 
ing roughingins of electrical, 
plumbing, sanitary and fire pro- 
tection works have now reached 
the fourth floor level, which will 
soon house most of the amenities 
of the high-end residential rower. 

Felino Lao, marketing director 
of Antel Land Holdings Inc., the 
developer of The A. Venue tower, 
expressed that every aspect of 
construction epitomizes the cur- 
rent thrust of the project, which is 
to offer five-star amenities and 
quality to its future tenants. 

Said Lao: "As the developer, we 
want to deliver the best product 
to our future clients. We want to 
ensure that every part of the de 
velopment is up to our five-star 
standard of quality. That is why 
we don't implement shortcuts in 
any part of our construction. We 
don't want to sacrifice quality just 
to speed up our turnover of the 
project.” 

Design technique 

Upon completion of the project 
in the third quarter of 2007, the 
new tower will rise to 28 floors 
with 356 well-appointed one- 
bedroom, two-bedroom and 
three-bedroom residential suites 
and will offer a "beamless and 
column-free design” that will en- 
sure more usable space and vol- 
ume for the interior design of the 
hotel and residential suites. 

Known as “structure as design" 
this modem construction tech- 
nique is being implemented by 
Edward Co Tan and Architects, 
the project’ principal architect. 

"Tan explained that the design. 
technique "will avoid the tradi- 
tionally protruding column ог 
wall that can be seen in old build- 
ings, but instead include both in 
the thickness of the wall to lessen 
the cross-sectional area or wall 
surface. 


5-star amenities 

Apart from the cutting-edge 
design, future residents of the 
1.7-hectare prime tower on 
Makati Avenue will also be able 
to enjoy five-star amenities such 
as a grand ballroom, three inter- 
connected 220-sq-m swimming 
pools, a coffee shop, indoor 
game, home theater lounge, fit- 
ness center, daycare center, li- 
brary and business center, a ci 
dren's playground and a his and 
hers sauna facility. 

‘Another added plus that will 
soon attract more investors is the 
now rising A. Venue Events Mall, 
а three-story edifice that will be 
the newest premier entertain- 
ment and leisure venue and slat- 
ed tobe turned over by the end of 
July 2006. 


siderable feat, she enthused, 

Said Ilagan: "We were able to 
sell all of the units within the con- 
struction period, which is more 
than other competing projects 
were able to do. Some of our com- 
petitors already have the buildin 
finished but have yet to finish sell 
ing their units. In the case of One 
Legazpi Park, we're fully sold. We 
presold a total of 366 residential 
units and four commercial units 
based on plans and a promise that 
ме will deliver at a certain time. 
The fact that people bought all the 
370 units, is a testament to their 
belief in Ayala Land. We promised. 
to deliver in the first quarter of 
2006, and so here we are." 

With the successful completion of. 
the 45-story building, city dwellers 
interested in other Ayala Land resi- 
депсев can expect to see constant 
enhancement and a reflection of the 
same highest quality standards. 

According to Пара, One 
Legazpi Park has raised the bar of 
fine city living. “This is a testimo- 
ny to our promise to our buyers. 
‘Anybody who's interested in any 
Ayala Land Premier project can 
really be assured of value for 
money,” she added, 


Genuine quality living 

‘Ayala Land Premier is the fist, 
full-line real estate developer to 
meet the needs of discerning home- 
‘owners. It will continue the legacy 
of years of premium residences, set 
amid equally prime locations, giv- 
ing only the best and most hixuri- 
cous options in real estate. 

Innovatively designed and ex- 
ceptionally engineered, Ayala 
land Premier developments are 
true testaments to what constitutes 
genuine quality living. For further 
inquiries about other Ayala Land 
Premier residential projects, please 
call 728-7000, log on to wwway- 
alaland.com.ph or e-mail ayala- 
sales@ayalaland.com.ph. 


on the rise 


HOW the new A. Venue Hotel 
and Residential Suites and the 
new A. Venue Events Mall will 
look likewhen completed,as | 
1 

The new mall will complement 
the amenities of the new А. Vente. 
Hotel and Residential Suites, přo- 
viding a self-contained communi- 
ty wherein future residents can 
experience a themed lifestyle un- 
like any other, where home and 
leisure merges and is enhanced 
further by a five-star difference 
embodied by the new tower. 

The A. Venue Hotel and Resi- 
dential Suites isthe latest project of 
Antel Land Holdings, a real estate 
firm with 18 years of experience. 


Noted achievements 

Among the noted achieve- 
ments of Antel are three corpo- 
rate buildings and five residential 
condominiums, two subdivisions 
totaling 250 hectares in Cavite 
plus its joint-venture develop- 
ments with the Manila South- 
woods Golf and Country Club 
and the MRT З Edsa. 

Antel is currently engaged in 
three other landmark projects, 
These are the 200-hectare Antel 
Grand Village in Gen. Trias, 
Cavite, an urbanized oasis set 
amid the provincial backdrop of 
small-town Philippines; The Cen- 
tropolis Communities in Sucat, 
Parafiaque, the newly rising af- 
fordable high-rise resort and ur- 
ban club; and The Tresora in Las 
Piñas, a cluster of low-rise build- 
ingsina self-contained communi- 
ty. Centropolis and Tresora are 
joint-projects with its sister com- 
pany, TKRL Realty and Develop- 
ment Corp. 

For inquiries, call 7572615-16 
orvisit wwwantel.com ph. 
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DOWN BOY, 
DOWN. Cindy 
Kurletoisin 
control, and you 
kno 


OMEONE ALWAYS USED 
to remind me that you have 


S to do what you can, with 


what you have, where you are. 
Filipinos out here are extremely 
good at doing this, all the while 
keeping their dignity despite 
hardships in their lives while in a 
foreign land. Of course most 
OFWs are concerned with more 
serious issues that have little to do 
with figuring out how to recreate 
home stuff through the arts and 
crafts, but, we might learn a little 
something from their resourceful- 
ness and abilidad! 

То think we're from a place where if you 
can afford something basic like eat 3 full 
meals a day, then you are already consid- 
ered lucky, sometimes we just need to calm 
down on the wanting and the buying, and 

X. feeling guilty for not having the latest ver- 

sion of something. Yes Pm quite aware that 
this is coming from a product endorser, 
but, in the end, we just really do not have 
to have it all! Okay, for some I should at 
Teast say ... we don't need to have it all, 
ALL the time! Tsk tskl Make use of what 
you already have, reinvent it, and feel 
good about it! Here are 10 happy ways to 
reuse things around the house 'cos the sec- 
ond time can surely be sweeter! Have fun! 


Eyeglass frames 

If you have kid sisters or brothers who 
have outgrown old but super fun children's 
sunglasses, you don’t need to throw them 
ош or give them away just yet. If they've 
lost the glass lenses, then even better, be- 
cause you can use the lens parts of the eye 
glass frame as picture frames for close up 
shots or wideshots of nice views from 
places you've been to, Colors like hot pink 
or red, for example, work well with glossy 
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ID YOU NOTICE THE BOT- 
D te neck traffic right after 
you drive ^ through 
Guadalupe? Nope, it's not because 
motorists are getting off their cars 
to get a glimpse of my billboard. 
Right after my МТУ Bling (he he, 
shameless plug) giant poster, is а 
vision of a goddess in a white mail- 
lot that is causing quite a commo- 
tion (I hope that there has been no 
accidents in that area—though I 
won't doubt if there have been al- 
ready)—rush hour or no rush hour. 

If the whole freeway of this historic stretch 
was: just filled with Cindy Kurleto in swim- 
suits, I would have no qualms marching down 
Epifanio delos Santos Avenue, even at the 
peak of this summer's heat. 

1 was lucky to have been granted a whole 
afternoon with the Freeway image model as 
we radio-hopped from one station to another 
to promote our new shows for our favorite 
music station. The minute she walked into the. 
office of NU 107, there was a collective gasp. 


Freeway fairy 


Cindy just has this infectious glow that just 


the whole room. The female DJ who was in- 
terviewing us isaboutto tum lesbian. "am so 
happy and in love!" I wanna hug her and sa- 
vor the sensation but I stop myself. 

1 learned that there are not just one, but 
two men in Cindy' life right now. The first 
one is this British expat (let's hide him under 
the name of Daniel—lucky bloke) who is 
making Cindy's cheeks blush even brighter, 
and the other guy—is her dad. Cindy has al- 
ways looked up to her dad, and now her 
dad is here living with his favorite daugh- 
ter. They would spend nights hanging out 
at Rockwell, bowling or just hanging out. 

“Other guys would look at me and 
think—uh, oh—why is she with a much 
older man? Not knowing he's my father.” 
Personally, I don't care how many men 
share Cindy—we can all have a piece of 
her. Just drive Бу Edsa, and look for the 
Freeway lips logo, and send Cindy a fly- 


`E CAROUSEL 


INTHE SWIM 
OF THINGS. 
Freeway's hot 
summer 
essential. 
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black and white photos. 


CDs 

Scrap CDs can be strung together with 
nylon strings and hung up аз retro cur- 
tains. Others use beads, while others use 
old CDs—mostly CDs that contained docu- 
ments and word files instead of something 
sacred like music. You can ask your col- 
leagues or someone who works in an office 
to compile old CD-ROMs for you. The most 
interesting part is when the sun reflects on 
the discs and bounces onto your walls like 
bubbles. The first time I saw the effect it re- 
minded me of how I would play with the 
“dancing bubbles” reflecting on airplane 
seats while light from the. windows 
bounced off my lolo's watch. Kids could 
have fun with thist 


Earrings 

When funky earrings go out of style and 
you would hate to throw them away, you 
сап turn them into table napkin rings! Just 
remove the backs with pliers, hot-glue 
them onto a cord and tie them into a circle 
to form the rings. They will make table set- 
tings look special even when using cheap 
paper napkins. 


“Bayongs’ and baskets 

Medium-sized fruit baskets or little bay- 
ongs mounted on the wall or resting on a 
desk can make for a cute, functional, con- 
tained spot for invitations, notes, pictures, 
bills, incoming and outgoing letters, cata- 
logues, or magazines. You can mount the 


makes your jaw drop. I am an admirer of all 
things beautiful, and this girl just tops my list. 
Forgive me for my Cindy worshipping. 
“Things are just getting better and better 
for me,” she smiles and manages to light up 


ing kiss back. 


full of Cindy's. 
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Ain't over чи it's over! 


baskets up on the wall, one on top of the. 
other or in a row, about four inches apart, 
using nails and screws. You can sew-things 
into them for a subtle personal touch, too. 
Just make hand-written or computerized 
labels that you can attach to the baskets 
with masking tapes ("Bis "Mail" 
"Sketch Designs," "Ideas," "Don't Forget," 
etc.). For younger sisters and brothers, you 
сап hit two birds with one stone: Have 
bonding time fun and motivate them to do 
homework, too. Ask them to help you paint 
the baskets, or color the labels for them, 
then show them their new homework in- 
‘box! Fm sure my sister would enjoy doing 
her super cool preschool homework if she 
sees it popping out of a big, red, ladybug! 


Magazines 

‘Speaking of magazines, my mother and 
1 сап (ridiculously) fill up a whole attic 
with just old beauty and teen magazines 
alone. If you are like us, then it might be a 
good idea to spend one whole day sorting 
‘out the articles you still find useful, putting 
them into clear folders or plastic portfolios, 
and then separating the parts of the maga- 
zines you won't read anymore. Once 
you've done that, you can send them to 
Samahan ng Muling Pagkabuhay Multi- 
purpose Cooperative (727-0681) to make 
Woven paper boxes and creations that you 
can use for gifts, gatherings, or give-aways 
for events. Three years ago, for my debut 
giveaways, we sent them the stacks of old 
magazines that ranged from the 1980s 
black and white prints in English to the 
neon pop colors you find in Japanese mags 
of the year 2000. It made it interesting for 
us to see them make containers out of 
these dusty reads, but in the end when the 
boxes were made, we filled them up with 
scented рошрош and crystal 
bracelets/necklaces for all the girls at the 
party. The attic was cleared up in no time 
and the giveaways were fabulous! Heads 
up though—people who receive these 


On this page for our dear Super! read- 
ers, exclusive snapshots of a summer 


Now that’s hot. 


FREEWAY 
\ FEMME. 
the sexiest 


survivor there is. 


Here are 10 
happy ways to 
reuse things 
arouad the 
house ‘cos the /' 


magazine paper creations will surely see 
what you're reading! :) 


Plastics 

Take-out plastic Tupperwares, trinkets 
and things over here, Chinese take-out 
doesn't come in NY fashion. Instead of tall 
cardboard boxes with aluminum wires, we 
get plastic Tupperware-type containers. 
What's nice about them (especially the 
hard-plastic ones that come with a decent. 
cover) is that you can clean up the contain- 
ers, and reuse them as jewelry boxes, a pig- 
gybank, candy bowls, key holders, or as 
open storage for things like tea bags. You 
can wrap them up and staple some felt pa- 
per (black, wine red, dark orange, or pur- 
ple work well) around the containers, then 
hot-glue trinkets and things to cover them 
up with style, Seashells, pieces of broken 
glass, colored beads that came from bro- 
ken bracelets and accessories ... anything 
small or light or eccentric enough, really... 
сай depends on your theme! You can even 
take a wine-cork and stick it at the center 
of the plastic lid (hopefully your take out 
came with one) to use as a fancy handle to 
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open up your new memory box, which 
would hold all the tickets from your fas 
vorite concerts, plays, and shows. 


Shot glasses 

For an inuman session or pica-pica din- 
ner, it could be fun to fill up your extra shot 
glasses with rock or iodized salt, herbs 
ike rosemary, oregano, parsley) or chili 
flakes and other spices, Otherwise, you can 
use them as ash trays, candle holders, or 
plate holders if you turn several of them 
Over, pur them together to make a stable 
plane, then have the plates rest on their 
bottoms. 


Baby bottles 

1 don't know if you are one to try this 
ош, but justto give you an extra idea to see 
how far you can go with this „.: There is a 
strange bar here that serves alcoholic bev- 
‘erages in baby bottles. Weird? Well, the ba- 
sic point of itis that alcohol hits you harder 
when you down it in this way—so, party- 
вост, are you one to dance and drink the 
night away, sucking in the vodka throughra 
tsupon? Hmm ... Idon't know! 


Wine bottles 

les 
in- 
stead of pitchers) for water) juices 
for breakfast, or chilled mixes 
ready to serve. You can ав!“ Shem as 
flower vases. Long-stemmell,. "trs work 
well, orchids look classy Й, "мој иселе 
olive green bottles. Paint ‘tue glass 
bottles, tie a ribbon or #, А ecklaces 
around the bottle necks, orf. (ke labels 
and leave the bottles as the" [кг a si 
ple, elegant, organic look WPW, go with 
any table setting. 


T-shirt quilt 

1 remember the собой tr mayor 
doma's homemade quilt fot ten 1 was 
12 years old living in Bos 9 wing she 
sewed together pieces of bl dusters 
with her very hands айе to sleep 
in. Putting together favorit” алау T- 
shirts you've outgrown, (M ting. out 
squares from your favorit" designs 
could be a little bit of work!" tth a little 
patience you'll have the ad" JS -of reliv- 
ing happy moments и" dreams! 
Sewing together a kind 004 Ёттот old, 
worn-out, but fabulous 195 that you 
don't want to get rid of, Й lave the 
power to put you back in аў: mood ev- 
ery time you get cozy НМИ #4 roadtrip 
to the beach, the moundé md. other 
travels. 

‘The results will all бере. * what kind 
of person you are and wÈ ›оЁ world 
you move in, but the bbt 0 hay is the 
same for everyone: Work "what you 
have, here and now, and hy you get 
what you want out of чеп you've 
done this long enough. Tif 5 . so much 
more you can create and -— Just look 
around and remember е 4 
of doing this is so that na. У 
has the potential to be sou gx great, is 
thrown to waste, Bisous ^at ital ones, 
and ciao for now! 
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mieten 


And the winner is ... 


"Crash," besieged heavy fa- 

vorite “Brokeback Moun- 
tain's" coming-out ball at the 78th 
Academy Awards last Monday, it left 
millions of television viewers world- 
элде with their mouths agape and a so- 
phisticated, star-studded audience at 
the Kodak Theater in Los Angeles des- 
perately trying to suppress a "Holy sh- 
t!" beneath thinly-disguised smiles. 

If you're feeling a little slighted that 
you were ineligible from exercising your 
voting powers in Hollywood, now's your 
chance to pretend that you're part of the 
fashionable award season circle: Nomi- 
nations are now open for the annual 
24/7 Nocturnal Awards 2006! 

Got a hot new DJ to die for? A can't- 
miss cocktail bar? A kick-ass concert you 
didn’t regret dishing out the dough for? 
Then vote for your 2005 nightlife favorites 
їп these hotly contested categories: Bar ог 
‘Club, DJ, Restaurant, Music Event, Stage 
Event and Artist or Live Act. 


Paolo R. Reyes - 
Janine Cuenca-Dario 


Wed love to name the big winners 
ourselves, but, since we're big fans of 
this whole democratic process, we fig- 
ure you're more than qualified to do the 
job. Cast your online ballots at mag24- 
7.com/awards or e-mail us your choices 
at awards@mag24-7.com by Saturday, 
March 18. 


Quench @ Quisine, 
10 p.m. tonight 

In salute го Women’s Month, the Sat- 
urday scene at Quisine (6750 Ayala 
Ave., Makati, phone: 815-3229) has 
whipped up quite a cocktail for all you 
lithe and lovely ladies. With your gag- 
gle of girlfriends in tow, you can now 


quench your thirst~ for the juiciest 
chilled mixes (freshly squeezed by DJs 
Chip de 1а Calzada and Mac Cunanan) 
and free-flowing Kamikazes—and Mar- 
garitas!—till midnight. Yum! 


Deep House feat. О) Benjo 
Marquez @ Mezze, March 17 
With the dreaded Proclamation 1017 
now lifted, things are definitely lookin’ 
up ... to the 2nd floor of Mezze (G/F 
Greenbelt 2, Ayala Center, Makati, 
phone: 728-8895) that is. Every Friday, 
multitalented musical pyrotechnic DJ 


SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 2006 [ө] 


Вепјо Marquez cooks up an infectious 

concoction of deep house, Afro-Latin, 
nd garage to keep the good vibes 
rolling. “I play deep, soulful under- 
ground music,” shares Benjo. “So ex- 
pect an eclectic mix!” 


What else is Super! happen- 
ing tonight? 

Dance Deluxe with DJ Martin 
Pulgar at Embassy Super Club; Urban- 
dub, Chicosci, Stonefree, Cambio, Nar- 
da, Salindiwa, and Сайа Lily at Saguijo; 
Wake up your Seatmate at Mag:net 
Café Katipunan; Military Ball at Bed; 
Apo Hiking Society at SM Megamall 
Cinema 3; Kitchie Nadal at SM Mall of 
Asia; 20something Saturdays at Mezze; 
Soundsgood DJs at Embassy Cuisine; 
DJ Chip dela Calzada at Quisine; Fresh- 
ly Squeezed at Citrus; Cynthia Alexan- 
der at Conspiracy; Pump Saturdays at 
Jill's; Fluxxe at 6 Underground; DJ Bad- 
boy Jeff at Temple; DJs Scratchmark & 
Bliss at Prince of Jaipur; So Icey at Ab- 
sinth; Spy at 70s Bistro; Escape & Ра 
ground at Virgin Café. 
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. STYLED BY AYALA MALLS. 


At any given day, each Ayala Mall s full of Ife. : 

Families spending time at Glorietta; kids feeling at Home In Alabang Town Center; the stylish wining опа dining at Greenbelt: Cebuanos 
having a sense of pride out of thelr premier mall, Ayala Center Cebu; and bargain hunters enjoying the unique finds at Market! Могкећ 
From lush parks to playgrounds, state-of-the-art cinemas, to al fresco cates, each Ayala Mall is unique in 15 design and features, 
offering an unrivaled sense of place fo everyone. But tne one thing ihaf’s commen ornong ой Ayala Malis ls the rewarding ence: 
everyone enjoys, whatever thelr lifestyle maybe. There always will be-on Ayala Mall for families їо bond and celebrate, lovers fo rekindie 
relationships, businessmen fo sea! deals, and friends fo cherish each others company. ч 

Each moment spent at Ayala Malls Б a celebration of е, a moment worth keeping as memory. Because only at Ayala Malls. 
сап everyone have the time of thelr lives. i = 
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By Tim Yap and Pam Pastor. 
Photos by Pam Pastor 


F YOU WATCHED PINOY BIG 

Brother Celebrity Edition’s last 

eviction night with your televi- 
sion on mute, you would have 
thought that model slash actor 
Christian Vasquez had just been de- 
clared the winner. He jumped up 
and screamed with joy when they 
called out his name—a strange 
thing to do for someone who had 
just been evicted. 
"But Christian had his reasons, “Sobrang re- 
lfeved ako. Iba na yung nararamdaman ko 
mung time na yun. I wanted to go out.” 
„Јо а special two-on-one with Super!, Christian 
talked about his life inside and outside the house, 
the controversies and the biggest lessons he 
learned during his 29 days with his housemates. 

, There were many factors that contributed 

55 his desire to leave. “Una yung pag-alis ni 
Angela (Calina, who left after her house in 
Cebu was robbed), tapos when we were told 
about the Leyte tragedy.” 

But the biggest factor was his chil- 
dren— Christian has two sons, Matthew and 
Jason, who are 8 and 7 years old. “Naisip ko, 
life is short. Kulang yung time na binibigay ko 
за kids ko. 1 started feeling guilty. 1 started 
asking myself, should I stay inside?” 


Ready to leave 

Days before the eviction, you can be sure 
that the three people nominated were praying 
hard—and Christian was probably the only 
опе praying to be 
evicted. “Lahat kami 
nanlalamig. Sila Rus- 
tom (Padilla) at Rico 
(Robles) dahil ayaw 
pa nilang maalis. Pero 
ako, nate-tense dahil 
baka hindi pa ako 


ing, my way of 
preparing to go out.” 

He said tearful 
goodbyes to his 
housemates especially 
to Zanjoe Marudo, 
Bianca Gonzales and 
Roxanne Barcelo, the 
people he became 
close to inside. "Nung 
first few days pa lang, 
kami agad ni Zanjoe 
yung nagjive. Wala 
kaming naging proble- 
ma, hindi kami nag- 
argue. Younger broth- 
er na yung tingin ko за 
kanya. So nung umalis 
ako, feeling ko nahi- 
walay ako sa brother 
ko. Silang tatlo nila 
Bianca and Roxanne, 
para ко silang mga ka- 
patid. Nung тва cru- 
cial рап, sila yung lag- 
ing kasama Ко, kak- 
wentuhan ko. Lagi 
silang nagshe-share sa 
akin.” 

He recalled how 
different things were 
at the beginning of 
the show, “Мил una, 
we were all thinking, 


^ 


ZA 
ae 


wnkomodo oniine.com 


А 


/ His пате 
was called 
and 
Christian 
Vasquez 
screamed 
with joy, as 

| though he 


| some ways, 


he really 


ang sarap dito, wala kang gagawin. Di ka na 
mag-iisip, puro games lang." 

Even getting used to the cameras wasn't a 
problem. “Alam mong may cameras pero hindi 
mo па naisip buong Pilipinas pala ang 
nanonood sayo.” 

Christian found ways to amuse himself—by 
experimenting with different looks, by playing 
with Woody the pretend dog and the nylon 
and rock that he used for “fishing” in the pool. 
He also found a refuge in the kitchen—when it 
was still outside the house. “Mahilig akong 
magluto nung yung kitchen nasa labas. That 
was my sanctuary. It was my own place.” 

But after a while, life inside the house be- 
came more difficult. “Hindi mahirap yung 
physical. Yung emotional.” 


Challenge x 

While inside the house, Christian’ found 
himself thinking more and more about his 
kids. Everything became about his kids—even 
the challenges. "May challenge na binigay sa 
akin. You will see your kids pero may kapalit. 
Body wax, shave ng isang kilay at magfa-fast 
ako for two ба) 

Christian seriously considered the offer. 
“Body wax, ano ba naman yun? Madali lang 
ушп eh. Walang problema, basta makikita ko 
‘yung mga kids ko.” 

But he realized that the challenge might 
have averse effects on his kids. "Nag-isip ako. 
Pag nagpa-shave ako ng kilay, mapapanood ng 
mga bata, mapapanood ng ibang tao. Pag 
pumasok sila sa school pano pag tuksuhin sila? 
‘Same with body waxing, wala silang alam 
dun. Pag nakita nilang ginagawa sa akin, baka 
magulat sila. So inisip ko, okay lang na isipin 

EVICTED/D3 


Throwing 2 
=< party? 


name was called, he 
was ready. “Days be- 
fore, I started shav- 
ing my facial hair. It 
was a form of cleans- 
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TEAK AND OTHER HARDWOOD FURNITURE 


ФАШ. ITEMS 


Our Sanctuary offers 
variety of solid 
hardwood апа 


factory prices. 
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а n ü РА $ Е : 
e C stati C IN HIS REAL HOUSE. Christian reunited with his beloved housemates—his family. 


LIKE THEIR BIG BROTHER. Christian with his kids Matthew and Jason 


Frompage DI 


ng mga tao na hindi ko kayang gawin yan. Ako 
alam ko yung totoo. Yung kids ko, hindi nila 
alam yung concept nung show, sila ang 
анс, Sila ang maaapektuhan” MOTOROLA 

То protect his kids, Christian declined. But he 
still fasted for two days. "Gusto kong i-prove na 
kaya kong gawin iyon kahit walang Карай 

‘Christian's stay at the house was not contro- 
versy-free. In fact, a couple of weeks ago, news 
came out that Robin Padilla wanted to beat him 
up to defend his brother Rustom. Christian ex- 
plained the root of that story. think it was the 
night before Angela left for Cebu, malungkot la- 
hat, So nag-a-acting-acting ako dun to entertain 
them. Siguro may nag-feed kay Robin ng false 
information na tinutukso ko si Rustom so syem- 
pre, na-offend si Robin. Natural, kapatid niya 
‘yun eh. Kahit ikaw kapag kapatid mo tinukso ng 
ibang tao, magagalit ka. Pero okay naman, nag- 
usap kami ni Robin, nakinig siya sa side ko. 
Maayos natapos yung usapan namin.” 

Christian feels that his time inside the 
house allowed the audience to get to know 
him better. “People used to recognize me but 
after the show, I feel that they've gotten to 
know me deeper and it feels good." 


No regrets 

If there’s one housemate Christian is root- 
ing for, its Budoy. “Iba talaga si Budoy, ang lal- 
im nung passion туа sa ginagawa niya. Tala- 
gang gusto niyang tumulong, hindi yung pera 
ang habol niya.” 

He's been out of the house for a week now 
and Christian has no regrets. His joy at finally 
being free is evident on his face. “While I was 
inside the house, inisip ko yung purpose ko 
kung bakit ako nandun. First yung experience. 
Tapos yung makatulong ako sa St. Vincent's, 
yung chosen charity ko. Nagawa ko naman 
‘yun. Tapos na yung purpose ko. Ang purpose 
ko na ngayon is to go out and be with my fami- 
ју [have to be with my kids.” 

Christian didn’t walk away empty-handed 
from the house. He won a laptop, a Magic 
Sing system, a video camera, a trip to Boracay 
and cash, among other things. 

But he feels that the most important things 
he have brought back with him into the real 
world are the lessons he learned from Big 
Brother's house. 


Acceptance 

‘There are a lot—and on top of the list are 
patience and acceptance. "We all know we 
have different personalities. The house wi 
show you that most people are different from 
you. Pero kahit hindi kami nagkakatugma, the 
best part was we were really trying hard to be- 
come friends. Yun yung pinakamaganda dun. 
We were trying hard para magkaintindihan.” 

He had other realizations as well. He 

: shared how the housemates were given the 
task to annoy him and ruin his day on his 
birthday. And he was oblivious to the whole 
trick, even thinking that the housemates were 
trying to annoy Mich. "Kung wala kang 
masamang iniisip sa tao, hindi ka talaga 
maaapektuhan kahit anong gawin nila, even if 
they start whispering in front of you.” 

He calls his stay at the house life-changing. 
“Magbabago talaga yung view mo sa buhay, the 
way you understand things.” Taking his inde- 
pendence away for almost a month has taught 
Christian to enjoy his reclaimed freedom. 

And most importantly, Christian has 
learned to value the things he used to take for 
granted. "Nung nandito ako за labas, anytime 
pwede akong umuwi ng Bacolod, pwede ko 
silang makita but I was taking that for grant- 
ed, I only see my kids five times a year and I 
Just pray with them at night. But now, quality 
time talaga. Life is short." 

Christian was evicted but he screamed like 
he won—and in some ways, he really did. 
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Super! countdown begins . . . 


By David Milan 


started. Scorching hot days have made every- 


Ts SUMMER SEASON HAS DEFINITELY 


one sweat like a pig. And it doesn't stop there. 
The month of March has brought us two events that 
will make us sweat even more. 


March 31 has been. 


тето marked by most of us 
asthe date го remem- 
ber as two of the 
biggest paries in 
Manila exercise their 
powers to prove who 
is the real crowd 
dominator Its а 
head-to-head colli- 
sion between DJ 
Tiësto's Asian Tour 
and Team Big Fish's 
Hed Kandi. Аз the 
tale of the tape goes, 
Hed Kandi has been a 
standard for all club- 
bers, gathering music 
aficionados on the 
dance floor. On their 
helm are Team Kan- 
di top DJs and An- 
коп Ramos of The 
Chillout Project. 

On the other side. 
of the ring is the 
world's No. 1 DJ of 
the moment, "ОЈ 
Tiësto. The whole 
Asian continent has 
been waiting for this 
musical genius to 
come to our shores 
and the time has defi- 
nitely arrived. Hav- 
ing been the first DJ 
to perorm in the 
World Olympics, DJ 
Tiësto has raised the 
bar when it comes to 
House music. He has 
combined different 


elements in his songs 
and wittingly соте 
up ih | 
tracks that make 4 
all dance ‘til we drop. 
DJ Tiësto's Live con- 
certis truly a musical 
journey to see. 

lets wait for the 
date to come and ask 
ourselves Where. 
will we be? 


Use your до! 
and go века О! 
on going, keer 


rn more points 
уби Cái keep 
ing for free 


Cebu Расію 


Go! MasterCard lets you keep on 
going and going and going... 


f shopping is your obsession and’ 
traveling your passion, then you're in 
for a wonderful surprise. The credit 
сага that allows you to keep on going, 
keep on buying and keep on flying is 
here - Go! MasterCard. And with 
summer fast approaching. 
Go! MasterCard couldn't have arrived 


ака better time. 


Can't resist the gorgeous. bikini 


and cute, colorful flip-flops you've 
been eyeing for weeks? Just go buy it 
with your Go! MasterCard. Want to 
Work on your tan in Cebu or Boracay? 
Go ahead, Charge your Cebu Pacific 
tickets to the card. And let's not forget 
рро for family ard lends. 
оте: Your Go! MasterCard can 
Take care of that too. How about 
indulging in both buying and flying in 
Hong Kong! No problem. Just Gol 


And it keeps getting better, The 
more you buy or fly using.your- 
бо! MasterCard, the more you buy 
and fiy - for free. 


Whenever*you бшу in any. of the 
Robinsons retail establishments such 
as Robinsons Department Store: 
ket, Robinsons 
an Do It Best, 


selec! 
offices and its 

www.cebupacificair.com, 
you earn double. 


BUM ~a 
хад 


n 


Earring points has never b 
easy. Once you've collected 500 
points, you get а Go! Cash gift card 
loaded with P500: You may use it t 
buy items from any of the Robinsons 
Retail Group establishments 
mentioned for free. But M flying 
more your thing than buying, you have 
ion fo charge your Cebu Pacific 
against the Reward Points that 
already earned. Avail of this 
Offer by simply calling our 24-hour 
бо! MasterCard Customer Service 
Hotline at 898-7088 or our domestic 
toll-free number at 1-800-10 
8700755, You may also e-mail us at 
www.cebupacificair.com for а 
complete listing of authorized Cebu 
Pacific ticket issuers, 3 


With @ credit card that goes all out 
to satisty you, nothing cán stop you 
from going after what you want. 
‘Whether it’s about buying an-elegant 
pair of shoes or flying to 

jour favorite spots in , а 


EE 


ter, Тор$! E 
Wr 


